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Course:  INTS 390          
Comparative Development
Family Health International
2224 E. NC Hwy 54 
Durham, NC 27713
919.544.7040

www.fhi.org

Formed in 1971, Family Health International (FHI) is among the largest and most established nonprofit organizations active in international public health with a mission to improve lives worldwide through research, education, and services in family health.  We manage research and field activities in more than 70 countries to meet the public health needs of some of the world's most vulnerable people. We work with a wide variety of partners including governmental and nongovernmental organizations, research institutions, community groups, and the private sector. 
Through our global reach and local action we help countries and communities to:

· Prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections and care for those affected by them; 

· Improve people's access to quality reproductive health services, especially safe, effective, and affordable family planning methods; and

· Improve the health of women and children, especially those who live in resource-constrained settings.

Agency Contact:
Eva Canouta, ecanoutas@fhi.org
Number of volunteers accepted:
3
In fulfillment of the service requirement of the UNC Comparative Development course, Family Health International (FHI) invites three students from the seminar to work with staff at our headquarters in Research Triangle Park in North Carolina for 30 hours during the UNC spring semester. Collaboration with FHI staff will expose students to the challenges of public health programs and research in developing countries, and we hope that it will motivate students to pursue either graduate studies or overseas field work in this area.

Two students will work staff in Research Utilization division of the Applied Research Department (ARD) and one will work with staff in Global Operations (GO).  An FHI point person will be designated for each student. Students will take part in meetings and international conference calls, on both organizational and project issues, and may be responsible for document review, information gathering related to public health projects, and other program-related tasks. 

Applied Research Department

The Applied Research Department conducts and applies research to address critical health services and programmatic challenges in the areas of reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, and other infectious diseases.  Where appropriate, ARD takes a multi-disciplinary approach to health issues, relying on a variety of methods from fields such as epidemiology, economics, public health evaluation, political science, research utilization, communications, and knowledge management. The Department seeks to define and carry out a global research agenda, while responding to the issues emerging from country programs. 

What is Research Utilization? Research utilization is the process of synthesizing evidence and translating it into policy and service delivery practice. The scope and nature of research utilization activities vary greatly. A few examples include involving stakeholders (end users of research results) in the research process, developing and disseminating communication materials, producing job aids, and training and sensitizing service providers and program managers to implement evidence-based interventions. 

Why is Research Utilization Important? Public health research is not an end in itself.  Instead, research should ultimately improve service delivery, policies, and practices. Unfortunately, a large gap still exists between the spheres of research and practice, leading to delays of a decade or longer before widespread use of conclusive evidence. The process of research utilization aims to bridge this gap by ensuring that policy-makers, health practitioners, and other decision-makers are able to quickly and efficiently access, understand, and implement recommendations stemming from new research findings.
Global Operations

Global Operations (GO) is a new department that was created to support and invest strategically in FHI’s global presence. 

The objectives of GO are to: 

· Manage high quality projects and activities;

· Represent and support all of FHI;

· Ensure an enduring and strategic global presence;

· Harmonize and improve systems ensuring quality and efficiency;

· Build program management capacity; and

· Improve internal communications.

GO staff are responsible for providing program management support to FHI country offices, primarily in Africa. In South Africa, for example, GO supports an office of approximately 15 staff who are implementing reproductive health and HIV/AIDS projects funded by the Presidents Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and USAID. Projects address public health issues such as prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS, integration of family planning and HIV/AIDS programs, provision of comprehensive palliative care in a home-based care setting, and care of orphans and vulnerable children. FHI is also conducting research in South Africa, in areas ranging from microbicides to contraceptive injectables. 

FULL BELLY PROJECT
1020 Chestnut Street
Wilmington, NC 28401-
(910) 452-0975
http://www.fullbellyproject.org
Full Belly Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to empowering people in developing countries with the ability to achieve independent and sustainable economies by facilitating the design and distribution of appropriate technologies.
Agency Contact:
Jeff Rose
Volunteer position:
2008 Projects
Number of volunteers accepted:
4
Volunteer Description
Students would volunteer remotely from home or campus.  In 2008 Full Belly plans on updating/improving our website. We could potentially work with students who have backgrounds in PHP, ASP, and SQL languages for making the proposed changes.  This could be a great resume builder for computer science students. Creating "PhotoStory's" for publicity purposes on Youtube, and the various social networking sites.  Loading content and become content managers for our Myspace, Facebook etc.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERIVCES
PO Box 12287
112 Cox Avenue
Raleigh, NC 27605-0000
(919) 861-2865
http://www.lfscarolinas.org
LFS provides a variety of refugee and immigration services for about 430 refugees each year fleeing persecution overseas. Resettlement services offered to new arrivals include location of housing, orientation to the community, employment assistance, English as a Second Language classes, health screenings, medical check-ups, and school placement.  The agency also assists with processing immigration applications, citizenship applications and citizenship classes, and collaborates on innovative cultural exchange projects with other agencies in our communities.
Agency Contact:
Liz Lawley     (919) 861-2865     liz.lawley@lfscarolinas.org
Volunteer position:
Job Development 
Number of volunteers accepted:
2
Volunteer Description
An important part of a client’s new life in America is a good employment opportunity.  LFS has a team of three job development professionals.  An internship in this department is a chance to help in the creation of self-sufficiency for people that have fled persecution and war in their homeland.  You will be able to cultivate and monitor job opportunities with potential employers and assess incoming clients for job appropriateness based on aptitude, interests, skills, childcare, transportation and cultural considerations.  Interns must commit at least 7 hours per week in the office and community.  Orientation and training are required.

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

interview

application

other (contact agency)

background check
Volunteer position:
Language Partner and Friend to a Refugee 
Number of volunteers accepted:
4
Volunteer Description
Volunteers at LFS are a large part of providing refugee families with the individualized support that they need.  
Service-learners will be paired with a refugee family or individual to serve as a language partner and advocate.  The service-learner will practice English with the family in their home and may teach them about money, using the library, grocery shopping, paying bills, and interview and employment skills. You can be an American friend to a family while at the same time learning about the culture from their home country of Burma, Congo, Vietnam, Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Liberia or Ukraine! Service-learners are asked to commit to a 2-3 hours per week.  The schedule will be arranged according to the needs of the family and the student. While a few families live in the Chapel Hill or Durham area, a majority of the clients live in Raleigh. A short orientation is required.

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

application
Days
Time

FLEX
FLEX
Volunteer position:
LFS Volunteer Support
Number of volunteers accepted:
1
Volunteer Description
Support LFS programs by finding and facilitating capable volunteers like you!  Help LFS recruit, train, and support volunteers. You will answer interested volunteer’s questions concerning opportunities and interview them to help place them in a position mutually beneficial to our office, our clients, and the volunteer’s needs.  There is a minimum commitment of five hours a week for six months.

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

interview

application

other (contact agency)
Volunteer position:
Literacy Tutor to a Refugee
Number of volunteers accepted:
3
Volunteer Description
Dedicated and committed volunteers are needed to tutor math, science, literacy, and other valuable subjects for Grades K-12.  Here is your opportunity to help make a difference and contribute to the lives of individuals seeking refuge in our community.  If you are looking for a rewarding and fulfilling opportunity, please consider mentoring or tutoring a refugee child.  Volunteers are needed to commit 2-3 hours per week enriching the lives of these beautiful children. Tutors will meet with refugees in their homes in Raleigh, Cary, Chapel Hill, carroboro, or Durham. 

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

interview
Days
Time

application

other (contact agency)
FLEX

background check
Volunteer position:
Refugee Child's Tutor
Number of volunteers accepted:
3
Volunteer Description
Volunteers are needed to serve as tutors or  mentors to children of refugee families in Raleigh or Durham.  Many of the children in the families we serve need help with homework, or just need a friend with whom they can practice English.  Service-learners are matched with a child from Vietnam, Burma, Unkraine, Congo, or Burma. You will visit the child’s home each week for 2-3 hours to tutor, play games and ecourage. The schedule will be arranged according to the schedule of the family and the service-learner. A short orientation is required.

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

application
Days
Time

TBA
NOURISH INTERNATIONAL-UNC CHAPTER

http://nourishinternational.org/
109 North Graham Street 
Suite 203 
Chapel Hill, NC 27510


Our mission is to eradicate poverty by engaging students and empowering communities.

Agency Contact:
Logan Couce, coucel@gmail.com
Number of volunteers accepted:
4
On the Ventures side of things, we've got the weekly Hunger Lunches that can always use volunteers, a larger Mayhem Lunch later in the semester, the Global Music Jam, and several other smaller scale events.  With all of these events, there is the need for volunteers, but also a good number of them have room for people to take on overall planning, organizational, and publicity efforts for the events.  

On the International Projects side of things, we picked three projects that we will be funding for this summer, and are forming teams of students to work on them.  We are definitely looking to recruit enthusiastic and hardworking students to travel on these trips, but there are also opportunities for work for students who cannot travel during the summer.  For example, we will be developing course packs for students traveling discussing the areas history, cultural context, and development theory. 
STOP HUNGER NOW
2501 Clark Ave, Suite 301
Raleigh, NC 27607
(919) 839-0689
http://stophungernow.org
Stop Hunger Now is a non-profit international relief organization, which coordinates the distribution of emergency food and other life-saving aid to people suffering from natural disasters, political upheavals, and chronic hunger and malnutrition.  Working with their global network of organizations, Stop Hunger Now is becoming an international leader in humanitarian relief.
Agency Contact:
Journonya Harris-Rayner     (919) 839-0689     j.rayner@stophungernow.org
Volunteer position:
Multiple projects
Number of volunteers accepted:
4
Volunteer Description
Students are needed to assist wth mulitple projects and tasks.  Such opportunities include assisting with administrative tasks relating to mailings, meal packages and promotional items.  In addition, students can complete research for the organization to improve their personnel manual and prepare for the upcoming 10 year anniversary.  
Students are encouraged to use their laptop for volunteering, as computers may not be available on site.

Special Requirements
Hours for Volunteer Position

Days
Time

Weekdays
9-5
