Energy Task Force
2 p.m., April 14, 2010
206 Peabody Hall
Minutes

Committee members 
Present
· Tim Toben
Chair, N.C. Energy Policy Council and Chair, Board of Visitors for the UNC Institute for the Environment 
· Pete Andrews
Professor and Chair, Department of Public Policy
· Elinor Benami
Senior adviser to the executive branch of student government
· Mary Cooper
Co-chair of student government’s Environmental Affairs Committee and an environmental sciences major 
· Molly Diggins
State Director, N.C. chapter of the Sierra Club 
· Jonathan Howes
Former Special Assistant to the Chancellor for Local Relations and former secretary, N.C. Department of Environment, Health and Natural Resources 
· David McNelis
Director, Center for Sustainable Energy, Environment and Economic Development, UNC Institute for the Environment 
· Royce Murray
Kenan Professor of Chemistry, College of Arts and Sciences
Committee members not attending: John Cooper, Board of Visitors member, UNC Institute for the Environment, and Program Director, MDC Inc., Expanding Opportunity, Advancing Equity; and Alston Garner, Member, UNC Board of Trustees and Managing Partner, Fulcrum Ventures
Presenters
· Dr. Matthew Wasson, Ecologist and Program Director, Appalachian Voices

· Dr. Viney Aneja, Professor of Air Quality, Professor of Environmental Technology, Department of Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences, North Carolina State University

· Steven J. Mueller, President, International WoodFuels, LLC

· Mike Nicklas, FAIA, Innovative Design’s Co-Founder and President
Observers
There were about 20 observers, including representatives from the University, the Beyond Coal Campaign and the media. 
Agenda
2 p.m.		Welcome
			Tim Toben, Chair

2:05 p.m.	The Human and Environmental Impacts of UNC's Energy Choices
Dr. Matthew Wasson, Ecologist and Program Director, Appalachian Voices

2:30 p.m. 	Coal Dust Impact on Appalachian Communities
Dr. Viney Aneja, Professor of Air Quality, Professor of Environmental Technology, Department of Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences, North Carolina State University

3 p.m.		Renewable Solid Fuel Options: A Commercial Update
			Steven J. Mueller, President, International WoodFuels, LLC

3:30 p.m.	Engaging Solar Developers in Financing, Installing and Maintaining Solar Applications
Mike Nicklas, FAIA, Innovative Design’s Co-Founder and President

4 p.m.		Adjourn


Committee chair Tim Toben called the meeting to order and introduced the speakers.

Matt Wasson presented this PowerPoint: 
http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/2010-04-14/Wasson_UNC_Coal_Pres_Web.pptm

He then took questions from the committee.

Viney Aneja gave this presentation: http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/2010-04-14/Aneja%20UNC%20Energy%20Task%20Force.pdf

He took questions from the committee.

Steven Mueller presented this PowerPoint: http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/2010-04-14/UNC%20Presentation%200409.ppt

Mueller took questions from the committee.

Mike Nicklas presented this PowerPoint: http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/2010-04-14/10%20April%20short%20presentation.pdf

There were no questions for Nicklas.

Toben reminded the task force that they were appointed to look at ways of reducing the University’s carbon footprint. He noted that the committee has focused on the Cogeneration plant, which to him made sense because it is the greatest producer of greenhouse gas. He challenged the task force to look at the uses of emissions and not just the sources. He said the greatest uses of power included buildings and that the committee should focus its work there next. 

Toben suggested that the group make an interim assessment to the Chancellor in the next few weeks. He suggested that a subgroup of the committee assess where the task force stands before the next meeting. He said at the end of the academic year the committee will be past the halfway mark of their eight-month appointment, and he wants to see if members are ready to make some conclusions.

David McNelis, Mary Cooper, Jonathan Howes and Molly Diggins volunteered to help draft an assessment.

At the next meeting, Toben will present the subgroup’s findings and talk about the next steps for the task force. He encouraged the task force to look at Figure 8 in the Climate Action Plan: http://www.climate.unc.edu/portfolio/cap2009.

Toben announced that the task force will reconvene at 2 p.m. on April 28 in 206 Peabody. The meeting was adjourned.
   
