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Dr. Matthew Wasson

Matt Wasson is an ecologist and the director of programs for Appalachian Voices and oversees the award-winning online campaign to stop mountaintop removal coal mining on iLoveMountains.org. Beginning with his doctoral research at Cornell University on the impacts of acid rain on birds, Wasson has spent the last 15 years working to address the impacts of all aspects of the "coal cycle" from mining, transportation and combustion of coal to the deposition of pollutants and disposal of power plant waste.

Dr. Viney Aneja

Dr. Aneja is Professor of Air Quality and Professor of Environmental Technology in the Department of Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences at North Carolina State University. He teaches two undergraduate courses in Introduction to Weather and Climate and Fundamentals of Air Pollution; and a graduate course in Advanced Air Quality. He also teaches numerous short courses. He has advised many undergraduate and graduate (MS and PhD) students in air quality and atmospheric sciences. He has published more than 250 papers, articles, and book chapters and one book.

Mike Nicklas

Mike Nicklas, FAIA, Innovative Design’s Co-Founder and President, is a world leader in the renewable energy field. From 1979 through 2007 he continually served as a board member of the NC Solar Energy Association, American Solar Energy Society and/or the International Solar Energy Society. While serving as chair of NCSEA, twice chair of ASES, and president of ISES, he led many of these societies’ most significant efforts—from the implementation of solar tax credits in the NC Legislature to having language supportive of energy efficiency and solar energy included within the United Nations Earth Summit’s Agenda 21. He recently finished serving two terms on the North Carolina Energy Policy Council. 

Between 1991 and 1992, Michael Nicklas, serving as vice president of the International Solar Energy Society, the world’s leading solar energy association, organized an initiative to compile technical information in support of the society’s efforts to encourage the inclusion of renewable energy within the agreements of United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Attending preparatory meetings in Geneva and New York, as well as participating in the Rio Earth Summit, he met with and organized a series of seminars for delegates, ambassadors, and non-governmental organizations. As a part of this process, which involved direct participation by 800 energy experts from 50 countries, he organized roundtables in Denver, Rome, New Delhi and New York. These events, coupled with extensive international surveys, served as input for a series of recommendations to the United Nations. 

As the president of ISES (1994-95), Mr. Nicklas organized a series of conferences in New York; Salta, Argentina; Pretoria, South Africa; and Thessaloniki, Greece. These meetings brought together over 200 of the world’s leading NGOs in an effort to develop common recommendations on sustainable energy for the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development. He was later asked by the UN Committee on New and Renewable Sources of Energy to present these recommendations to their session of the United Nations. 

Mr. Nicklas has met with the heads-of-state of eight countries in promoting solar energy, and he recently joined the editorial board of the award-winning High Performing Buildings magazine. Mr. Nicklas holds a Bachelor of Architecture from North Carolina State University.

Steven J. Mueller

For the past 30 years, Mr. Mueller has been engaged in the development and ownership of renewable energy companies specializing in gas cogeneration, solar thermal and electric energy supply, biomass energy supply and pellet fuel manufacturing.

Mr. Mueller is currently the President of International WoodFuels, a specialized renewable solid fuels technology company that develops, owns and operates wood pellet plants supplying densified fuels to a wide range of customers in the United States and Europe.

Previous to founding WoodFuels, Mr. Mueller was the CEO of DG Energy, an owner/operator of community-based renewable energy biomass power generation plants, district energy systems and industrial gas cogeneration facilities throughout the United States.

Prior thereto, Mr. Mueller was the founder of Wilton InterPower, an international cogeneration and district energy company that developed and owned a series of advanced technology energy plants in Poland.

