Energy Task Force
2 p.m., March 17, 2010
3020 Steele Building
Minutes

Attendees 
Committee members 
· Tim Toben
Chair, N.C. Energy Policy Council and Chair, Board of Visitors for the UNC Institute for the Environment 
· Pete Andrews
Professor and Chair, Department of Public Policy
· Elinor Benami
Senior adviser to the executive branch of student government
· John Cooper

Board of Visitors member, UNC Institute for the Environment, and Program Director, MDC Inc., Expanding Opportunity, Advancing Equity

· Mary Cooper
Co-chair of student government’s Environmental Affairs Committee and an environmental sciences major 
· Molly Diggins
State Director, N.C. chapter of the Sierra Club 
· Alston Gardner (by phone)
Member, UNC Board of Trustees and Managing Partner, Fulcrum Ventures 
· Jonathan Howes
Former Special Assistant to the Chancellor for Local Relations and former secretary, N.C. Department of Environment, Health and Natural Resources 
· David McNelis
Director, Center for Sustainable Energy, Environment and Economic Development, UNC Institute for the Environment 
· Royce Murray
Kenan Professor of Chemistry, College of Arts and Sciences 
Presenters
· Ray DuBose, Director for Energy Services, UNC-Chapel Hill
· Jerry Schuett, P.E. Principal, Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
· Nick Travis, Principal, Energy Strategies  
· Rob McKenna, Senior Consultant for Project Management of Energy, Energy Strategies 
· Jeff Burks, Director of Sustainability and Climate Change, Energy Strategies
· Dennis Hazel, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources, College of Natural Resources, North Carolina State University
Observers
There were about 15 observers, including representatives from the University, the Beyond Coal Campaign and the media. 
 Agenda
Welcome				
	Tim Toben, chair

Climate Action Plan and Alternative Energy Overview
Ray DuBose, Director for Energy Services, UNC-Chapel Hill
Jerry Schuett, P.E. Principal, Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
Nick Travis, Principal, Energy Strategies  
Rob McKenna, Senior Consultant for Project Management of Energy, Energy Strategies 
Jeff Burks, Director of Sustainability and Climate Change, Energy Strategies

Woody Biomass as a Potential Energy Feedstock for UNC-Chapel Hill
Dennis Hazel, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources, College of Natural Resources, North Carolina State University

Committee chair Tim Toben called the meeting to order and reminded the task force of the Chancellor’s charge to the committee. He said that their objectives are to:

1. Evaluate the sources of and uses for steam, chilled water and electricity—baseload and peakers, emerging power supplies and see where we’re generating the most greenhouse gas.

2. Identify the new technologies or fuels that are scalable and cost effective. What are the financial, policy or supply barriers that stand in the way?

3. Examine ways (if any) to significantly affect demand.

He said that it was not in the committee’s scope to debate climate change. He added that the following 10 statements are the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ foundational premise for the work they are doing to mitigate the effects of climate change:  
1. Global warming is unequivocal and primarily human-induced.
2. Climate changes are underway in the United States and are projected to grow. 
3. Widespread climate-related impacts are occurring now and are expected to increase.
4. Climate change will stress water resources.
5. Crop and livestock production will be increasingly challenged.
6. Coastal areas are at increasing risk from sea-level rise and storm surge.
7. Threats to human health will increase.
8. Climate change will interact with many social and environmental stresses.
9. Thresholds will be crossed, leading to large changes in climate and ecosystems.
10. Future climate change and its impacts depend on choices made today.
 Source: http://www.globalchange.gov/publications/reports/scientific-assessments/us-impacts/key-findings

He said that, rather, the committee is here to discuss current greenhouse emissions and to look at ways to reduce our carbon footprint.

Toben welcomed and introduced the speakers:
· Ray DuBose, Director for Energy Services, UNC-Chapel Hill
· Jerry Schuett, P.E. Principal, Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
· Nick Travis, Principal, Energy Strategies  
· Rob McKenna, Senior Consultant for Project Management of Energy, Energy Strategies 
· Jeff Burks, Director of Sustainability and Climate Change, Energy Strategies
· Dennis Hazel, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources, College of Natural Resources, North Carolina State University

He turned the meeting over to Ray DuBose. DuBose introduced Phil Barner, manager of the Cogeneration Facility. Then he turned the meeting over to Jerry Schuett.

Jerry Schuett, Nick Travis, Rob McKenna and Jeff Burks gave the following presentation: http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/Task%20Force%20Presentation_Final_2010_03_18.pptx

They took questions from the committee.

Toben thanked the consultants for their time and introduced Dennis Hazel.
Dennis gave this presentation: http://www.unc.edu/chan/chancellors/thorp_holden/files/energytaskforce/biomass-presentation.ppt

He then took questions from the committee.

Toben reminded the task force that the next meeting will be from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 14. The location will be announced at a later date.

He also encouraged audience members to submit questions through committee members. The deadline for submission is March 24, one week following today’s meeting. UNC staff will prepare responses and post them prior to the April 14 meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.




