
ANCIENT CITIES OF THE AMERICAS 
Anthropology 21

Spring 2005

Prof. Vincas Steponaitis (vin@unc.edu)
Office: Alumni 108
Hours:  Tuesdays 11-12, and by appointment (email or call 962-3846)

Teaching Assistants:
Erik Johannesson (erikjoh@email.unc.edu); Alumni 211, office hours by appointment.
Jon Marcoux (marcoux@email.unc.edu); Battle 306, office hours by appointment.

Course Description:  This course provides an introduction to archaeology through the study of
ceremonial centers and cities built by the ancient peoples of North, Middle, and South America.
The focus is on case studies and the historical processes by which these religious and urban
centers arose. This course fulfills the General College social science perspective.

Course Structure:  There will be two lectures per week.  Films and guest lectures will be
scheduled at various times during the semester.

Required Text:  T. Douglas Price and Gary M. Feinman, Images of the Past (4th edition). 

Course Requirements:  In addition to the assigned readings, course requirements will include the
following: a midterm exam (20%), a final exam (35%), and three projects (40%).  Current-events
assignments will constitute the remaining 5% of your grade.

Exams:  There will be a midterm and a final examination, mostly consisting of short answers but
also potentially containing one or more essay questions. The dates of these exams are given in
course schedule below. Make-up exams will not be scheduled, except in extraordinary
circumstances (see below). 

Projects:  There will be three take-home assignments due at various times during the semester.
You can work together on these projects, cooperate in gathering the necessary information, and
discuss them among yourselves, but you must do the writing independently. That is, each student
must do his or her own write-up and turn it in. If two students turn in identical, or nearly
identical, write-ups, this will be considered a breach of the honor code. The tentative schedule for
these assignments is as follows: 

        *  Project 1 passed out in class on 1/25, due in class on 2/8. 
        *  Project 2 passed out in class on 2/15, due in class on 3/1. 
        *  Project 3 passed out in class on 3/22, due in class on 4/19. 

A fourth  project may be assigned for extra credit. Late assignments will not be accepted, except
in extraordinary circumstances (see below).



Current Events:  Starting with the second Tuesday in the semester (1/25), and then at three-week
intervals thereafter (2/15, 3/8, and 3/29), you are expected to turn in an article or news report
from the media on any archaeological topic related to the Americas (it need not be on a topic
specifically covered in this course). Together with the article you must hand in a brief reflection
(maximum of one typed, double-spaced page), which states your opinion of the article and/or any
questions that it brings to mind. I will choose from among these articles and occasionally discuss
them in class. (Your grade does not depend on whether I choose to discuss it in class.) Late
assignments will not be accepted, except in extraordinary circumstances (see below). 

Policy on Incomplete or Late Work:  All students must take the exams and do the projects to pass
this course. Under ordinary circumstances, there will be no make-up exams and late assignments
will not be accepted. If truly extraordinary circumstances make it impossible for you to do an
assignment or to take an exam, contact Prof. Steponaitis at the time the problem arises (not at the
end of the semester) in order to make appropriate arrangements.

Honor Code:  Students are expected to adhere to UNC's Honor Code (http://honor.unc.edu). All
written work must be accompanied by a signed pledge attesting that the student has neither given
nor received unauthorized aid in completing the assignment. (One can use the short form and
simply write "Pledge" followed by a signature.) 

Course Web Site:  The course web site contains not only the information in this syllabus, but also
web versions of slide shows pertinent to the class and links to other relevant web sites.  It can be
found at <http://www.unc.edu/courses/2005spring/anth/021/006/>.  The course web site will be
continually updated throughout the semester. Note also that all the assigned articles published in
Science and Annual Reviews are available on the web from JSTOR at <www.jstor.org>.  JSTOR
can be accessed from any campus computer; to access this site from home, you must do so
through UNC’s proxy server (for instructions see <http://proxy.lib.unc.edu/setupinfo.html>).

LECTURE SCHEDULE AND READINGS

1/18-2/3   Introduction and basic concepts.
Price and Feinman, chapter 1 (pp. 1-32), chapter

4 (pp. 143-144), chapter 5 (pp. 190-192),
chapter 10 (pp. 491-494). 

Carneiro (1970).  A Theory of the Origin of the
State.  Science, vol. 169 (pp. 733-738).

Flannery (1972).  The Cultural Evolution of
Civilizations.  Annual Review of Ecology and
Systematics, vol. 3  (pp. 399-408).

2/8-2/10   Background to urbanism: early
cultures and farming.
[First project due 2/8] 
Price and Feinman, chapter 4 (pp. 145-155), and

chapter 6 (pp. 195-201, 240-260).

2/15-3/1   Case studies: North America .
[Second project due 3/1]
Price and Feinman, chapter 7 (pp. 263-313). 

3/3   Midterm Examination (in class).

3/8-4/7    Case studies: Mesoamerica. 
Price and Feinman, chapter 8 (pp. 315-379). 

4/12-4/21    Case studies: South America.
[Third project due 4/19] 
Price and Feinman, chapter 9 (pp. 381-422).

4/26-4/28    Reflections on the past. 
Price and Feinman, chapter 12 (pp. 553-560). 

5/10   Final Examination (2:00 p.m.) 
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