`ulama’ (the “learned”; sing. `alim)
Sect

Hasan al-Basri (d.728), proto-Sunni

Kharijis

Shi`is


Mukhtar: Ibn al-Hanafiyya is the Mahdi (“rightly guided one” = messiah); extremists (Ghulat) speak of his “return”; doctrines of reincarnation; divine incarnation

Non-Muslim groups


Some welcomed Arab conquest


Continuity with Sasanian (Persian) 


Exilarch (leader of Jews)

`Abbasid revolution


`Ali, son of Ibn `Abbas meets Abu Hashim, son of Ibn al-Hanafiyya, who “appoints” him as heir


Missionaries did not name “the chosen one from the family of Muhammad” (`Alid = descendant of `Ali)
Mihna (inquisition) for religious “orthodoxy”


First done in late 700s against Manichaeans


Abu Nuwas 


2nd inquisition: the createdness of the Qur’an


Ahmad ibn Hanbal 


`ulama’ as religious scholars were religious authority

