In-class discussion for Thursday, February 22nd:

Please read the following paper: Characterisation of Indicator Organisms and Pathogens in Domestic Greywater for Recycling. Birks and Hill. 2007. Environ Monit. Assess.

While reading the paper consider the following questions:

1) Where was the study done? Do you think that the location could affect the results of the study? List two factors that would affect the total quantity of pathogens found in the results. 

2) What pathogens do the authors find in the greywater sampling? How many samples does the study test for pathogens? How can the sampling affect the number of pathogens detected?

3)  How well do the results for pathogens correspond with indicator microorganisms? The authors list factors that could explain the differences in the results. List two factors they mention that may account for the differences between the two results (pathogens and indicators). Does their reasoning agree with the material we discussed about microorganism survival in the environment? Give one example from class lecture that might explain the results they found.
4) Do the results suggest the water is safe? Could the information provided here be used to assess the risk from exposure to the greywater? 

