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this article, I argue that human social behavior is a product of the coevolution
¥ human biology and culture. While critical of attempts by anthropologists to
bplain cuitural practices as if they were independent of the ability of individual
yman beings 1o survive and reproduce, I am also Ieery of attempts by biologists
b explain the consistencies between neo-Darwinian theory and cultural behavior
p the result of natural selection for that behavior. Instead, I propose that both
fological and cultural attributes of human beings result to a large degree from
je selective retention of traits that enhance the inclusive fitnesses of individuals
B their environments. Aspects of human biology and culture may be adaptive in
Re sante sense despite differences between the mechanisms of selection and re-
prdicss of their relative importance in the evolution of a trait. The old idea that
wzanic and cultural evolution are complementary can thus be used to provide
ew explanations for why people do what they do.
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INTRODUCTION

For many years, biologists and anthropelogists have realized that the or-
ic and the cultural evolution of human beings have been interdependent,
Rutually complementary processes (e.g., Roe and Simpsen, 1958; Caspari, 1963,
Pobzhansky, 1961, 1962, 1963; Montagu, 1962, 1968a,b; McBride, 1971). In
nthropology, this realization prompted the analysis of cultures and social Sys-
®mSs as superorganic extensions of human adaptation (e.g., Cohen, 1974b;
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