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Table B. List of 130 selected causes of infant death—Con. 
[The asterisk (*) preceding cause-of-death codes indicates they are not part of the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD–10); see ‘‘Technical Notes’’] 

Number Cause of death (International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision, 1992) 

Transport accidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (V01–V99) 
114 Motor vehicle accidents . .(V02–V04,V09.0,V09.2,V12–V14,V19.0–V19.2,V19.4–V19.6,V20–V79,V80.3–V80.5,V81.0–V81.1,V82.0–V82.1,V83–V86, 

V87.0–V87.8,V88.0–V88.8,V89.0,V89.2) 
115 Other and unspecified transport accidents . . (V01,V05–V06,V09.1,V09.3–V09.9,V10–V11,V15–V18,V19.3,V19.8–V19.9,V80.0–V80.2,V80.6–V80.9, 

V81.2–V81.9,V82.2–V82.9,V87.9,V88.9,V89.1,V89.3,V89.9,V90–V99) 
116 Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W00–W19) 
117 Accidental discharge of firearms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W32–W34) 
118 Accidental drowning and submersion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W65–W74) 
119 Accidental suffocation and strangulation in bed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W75)  
120 Other accidental suffocation and strangulation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W76–W77,W81–W84)

121 Accidental inhalation and ingestion of food or other objects causing obstruction of respiratory tract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (W78–W80)

122 Accidents caused by exposure to smoke, fire and flames . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (X00–X09)

123 Accidental poisoning and exposure to noxious substances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (X40–X49)

124 Other and unspecified accidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (W20–W31,W35–W64,W85–W99,X10–X39,X50–X59)

# Assault (homicide) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (*U01,X85–Y09)

125 Assault (homicide) by hanging, strangulation and suffocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (X91)

126 Assault (homicide) by discharge of firearms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (*U01.4,X93–X95)

127 Neglect, abandonment and other maltreatment syndromes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Y06–Y07)

128 Assault (homicide) by other and unspecified means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (*U01.0–*U01.3,*U01.5–U01.9,X85–X90,X92,X96–Y05,Y08–Y09)

129# Complications of medical and surgical care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Y40–Y84)

130 Other external causes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (X60–X84,Y10–Y36)


NOTE: The causes designated by # are ranked to determine leading causes of infant death for specified population groups. 

but was not ranked in the top 10 for men aged 45–54 years. Each 
aggregation of age resulted in a different understanding of the relative 
importance of CLRD and homicide for those at or near age 45. These 
differences can have important program implications. 

Results 
In 2002, the 10 leading causes of death accounted for about 

79 percent of all deaths occurring in the United States, and the rank 
order remained unchanged from 2001 (table C). The top two causes, 
Diseases of heart (heart disease) and Malignant neoplasms (cancer), 
accounted for a little more than one-half (51.3 percent) of all deaths 
in 2002. Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) ranked third, followed by 
CLRD and Accidents (unintentional injuries), which ranked fourth and 
fifth, respectively. Rounding out the top 10 were Diabetes mellitus 
(6th), Influenza and pneumonia (7th), Alzheimer’s disease (8th), 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis (kidney disease) (9th), 
and Septicemia (10th). 

Between 2001 and 2002, the number of deaths caused by heart 
disease and stroke declined slightly, each by only 0.5 percent. The 
number of deaths for each of the other leading causes increased during 
this period. Nevertheless, despite these changes, the positioning of the 
10 leading causes remained unchanged from 2001 to 2002 (table C). 

Age differences 

Leading causes of death varied substantially by age. The 
leading cause of death for age groups from 1–4 through 25–34 years 
was unintentional injuries (table 1). Assault (homicide) and Intentional 
self-harm (suicide) were also important causes of death in these age 
categories. Unintentional injuries, homicide, and suicide combined 
accounted for 76 percent of deaths for those aged 15–19 years, 
73 percent of deaths for those aged 20–24 years, and 53 percent of 
deaths for those aged 25–34 years. Cancer, heart disease, and 
Congenital malformations, deformations, and chromosomal abnor­
malities were also consistently ranked among the leading causes for 
the younger age groups. 

Table C. Deaths and percentage of total deaths for the 10 leading causes of death: United States, 2001–02 
2002 2001 

Percentage of Percentage of 
Cause of death and year Rank1 Deaths total deaths Deaths total deaths 

All causes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  2,443,387 100.0 2,416,425 100.0 
Diseases of heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (I00–I09,I11,I13,I20–I51) 1 696,947 28.5 700,142 29.0 
Malignant neoplasms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (C00–C97) 2 557,271 22.8 553,768 22.9 
Cerebrovascular diseases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (I60–I69) 3 162,672 6.7 163,538 6.8 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (J40–J47) 4 124,816 5.1 123,013 5.1 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(V01–X59,Y85–Y86) 5 106,742 4.4 101,537 4.2 
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (E10–E14) 6 73,249 3.0 71,372 3.0 
Influenza and pneumonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (J10–J18) 7 65,681 2.7 62,034 2.6 
Alzheimer’s disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (G30) 8 58,866 2.4 53,852 2.2 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis . . . . .  (N00–N07,N17–N19,N25–N27) 9 40,974 1.7 39,480 1.6 
Septicemia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (A40–A41) 10 33,865 1.4 32,238 1.3 

. . . Category not applicable. 
1Rank based on number of deaths. 


	Contents
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Data and Methods
	Data
	Procedures for ranking causes of death
	Age groupings

	Results
	Age differences
	Sex differences
	Race differences
	Hispanic origin
	Leading causes of infant death
	Neonatal and postneonatal mortality

	Discussion
	References
	List of Detailed Tables
	Technical Notes
	Nature and sources of data
	Cause-of-death classification Terrorism-related deaths
	Terrorism-related deaths
	Race and Hispanic origin
	Computation of rates and population bases
	Random variation




