Globalization I: European Imperialisms

1.‘Things Fall Apart’…
2.Forms and Practices of Colonialism

‘Things Fall Apart’…

· beliefs
· family life

· age and gender hierarchies

· social structure

· agricultural practices

· rhythms of life

· Local industries
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Local commerce and markets

· Trading networks and regional trade

e.g., Trans-Saharan Trade system
 
vs. Atlantic Triangular trade

e.g., Silk Road
7000 mile route spanned China to Istanbul and Rome. 

It connected the Yellow River Valley to the Mediterranean Sea 

and passed through places such as Chinese cities Kansu and 

Sinkiang and present-day countries Iran, Iraq and Syria.
In South America
•Iberian influences dominated the region
•Spanish vs Portuguese

•Colonization began in 1500s

•Missionaries important
•Viceroyalties

•Large land-grants – became the plantation (sugar) economies and haciendas

Models and Strategies of Imperial Rule

Partial Colonialism
vs.
Full Colonialism
Indirect Rule

vs. 
 Direct Rule
Indirect Rule:  

Co-opt native rulers into colonial administration.

Freeze local population in “tradition.”

No attempts to ‘modernize’.

Maintain distinction between colonizers and colonized 


e.g., British West Africa -- Nigeria
Direct Rule: 
European administrators govern ‘native’ peoples. 

Train ‘natives’ to act as low-level administrators & tax collectors

Examples: 
British East Africa and Southern Africa, French West Africa

e.g., Full colonialism in French W. Africa
· Laws, language, and education imposed.
· ‘Assimilation’ -- French citizenship possible.

e.g., Settler Colonies (South and Central America, Caribbean, Kenya, Rhodesia, Australia)

· Always direct rule
· Takeover agricultural land (Kenya,   Rhodesia, parts of Indochina)

· Convert indigenous population into wage laborers and service class

· Taxes
Institutions of the "Civilizing Mission" 

Christian Missions and Churches


Convert through preaching, goodworks, medicine and education

Schools 

Train native civil servants

Indigenous Military Units
Social Darwinism
Hard side of imperialism
Scientific Racism and 

   
Survival of the Fittest

Right to rule over "inferior" people
Commodities, Wage Labor, and 
a New Global Economy

19th century imperialism created 
a new global economy

What was new?






Everything…

--Where and how people lived.

--What people produced and traded.

--How goods were moved. 


--What people ate and wore. 

“New Mobility” -- CAPITAL
International financial system (London)


The Pound Sterling

The Gold Standard. 



--1717-1931 in Britain.



--By late 1870s nearly the whole world 



on the gold standard. 



--U.S. on gold standard until 1971.

Stable currencies = mobility + global investment

The role of commodity production 
in the new global economy
Basic materials of industrial society

Food (e.g., meat, wheat, rice, bananas)


Stimulants (e.g., coffee, tea, sugar, chocolate, opium)


Raw materials (e.g., oil, rubber, copper, tin, palm oil)


Precious metals and stones (e.g., gold, silver, diamonds)

Worldwide division of labor and regional comparative advantages (Adam Smith and David Ricardo)?
Characteristics and consequences of commodity production
Disruption of old land use patterns and food production (cash economy, wage labor, taxes, company stores)
Migration of workers to centers of production (plantations, mines, construction sites)

Regional specialization in commodities (cash crop production and plantations)

Plantations
Cotton-- American South, India, China, Africa

Tobacco-- American South, Southern Africa, Argentina/Brazil,….
N. Carolina

Tea -- S. India, ‘Assam’, Ceylon, China
Pineapples-- Hawai’i, Brazil, Philippines
Bananas-- Caribbean, Brazil, East Africa, India
Coffee-- Central America, East Africa, Brazil

Cocoa-- Ghana
--Nigeria
“New Mobility” --LABOR

Laborers:



From:
Slaves



Africa

Settlers



Europe

Indentured workers

e.g., China, India

Contract workers

e.g., Ireland

Transport -- Space-time compression
SHIPPING

Suez Canal, 1869
Panama Canal, 1914

RAILROADS

ROADS

AIR

New geographies of production and trade

- Plantation and settler economies

- Regionally concentrated monocultures


- Large scale labor migrations


- Global networks of commodity transport
New patterns of consumption
Cultural legacies of globalization I
Empire, culture, and commodity in everyday life.

    nationalism
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Cultural and geographical stereotypes


-- class


-- race


-- gender
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Cultural and national stereotypes
“Never was Europe less able to understand Africa…”
1494








