Week 5 Colonial Legacies: 
Ethnicity and the construction of identities 

· What types of communal differences exist today?

· Where do they come from?

· When and why do they lead to conflict?

· What types of communal differences exist today?

· Ethnic

· Racial?

· Religious

· Linguistic

· Geographic

· Where do they come from?

· Primordial or constructed?

· Colonial construction of identities

· Use of identity by colonial and settler administrations

· Indigenous reiteration or adaptation of colonial legacy

· Cases of post-colonial accommodation

· Types of cultural responses to European imperialism

· When and why do they lead to conflict?

· Fears of cultural repression

· Fight for land and resources

· Fight for political dominance

· Fight for possession of nation state

Ethnicity: What is it?

· Rwanda – Hutus and Tutsis

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Tatars in the Crimea (Ukraine)

Sri Lanka – Tamils and Sinhalese

West Africa: Liberia and Sierra Leone

· Krahn 

· Mandingo 

· Gio 

· Mano 

· Creole

Race: Can we talk about it?

South Africa

· Population By Race (1994)

· Black 76%

· White (13%)

· Coloured (9%)

· Asian (3%)

· Population by Language 

· Zulu (22%)

· Xhosa (18%)

· Afrikaans (16%)

· Tswana (11%)

· North Sotho (9%)

· English (8%)

· South Sotho (6%)

· Shangaan (4%)

· Others (6%)

Africans

Race in the USA

Guyana: competing interlopers?

Fiji: Trouble in Paradise

Warring Gods (or is it?)

Language division: Not just for the poor

Land, Land, Land

Where do identities come from?

Primordial thesis

· Ascriptive traits

· Kinship ties

· Communities of the like
Ethnic divides in Papua New Guinea

The construction of identity in Malawi

· North

· Predominantly Tumbuka

· 22%

· Christian

· Center

· Predominantly Chewa

· 33%

· Mixed

· South

· Predominantly Yao

· 45%

· Muslim

1850s-1870s David Livingstone Church of Scotland Mission

Tumbuka in North are educated, advantaged and brought into Church of Scotland

1891 British protectorate of Nyasaland.

1953 Linked with Northern and Southern Rhodesia (Zambia and Zimbabwe) in the Central African Federation.

1958 Banda returns home from Ghana.

1961 elections give MCP and Banda a majority. Prime Minister in 1962, Independence in 1964 and Republic in 1966 with Banda as President.

1970 One party state established.

1970s-1990s Banda involved in assassinating opponents and arresting dissidents

‘Chewa-isation’ of Malawi

1994 Multi party elections held

Voters vote by region and not just ethnicity

UDF and Muluzi win

South now favoured

· Election 94 Malawi

· UDF       85   (46%)

· MCP       56   (34%)

· AFORD  36   (19%)

Rwanda’s Tragedy

· 15th Century — "Kingdom" of Rwanda takes shape as a feudal society with the general social division between farmers (Hutu) and more powerful cattle herders (Tutsi). 

· 1918 Under the Treaty of Versailles the former German colony of Rwanda-Burundi is made a U.N. protectorate to be governed by Belgium. The two territories are administered separately under two different Tutsi monarchs. 

· The minority Tutsi (14%) are favored over the Hutus (85%) and given privileges and western-style education. The Belgians use the Tutsi minority to enforce their rule. 

· 1926 Belgians introduce a system of ethnic identity cards differentiating Hutus from Tutsis. 

· 1959 Hutus rebel against the Belgian colonial power and the Tutsi elite; 150,000 Tutsis flee to Burundi. 

· 1961-62 Belgians withdraw. Rwanda and Burundi become two separate and independent countries. 

· A Hutu revolution in Rwanda installs a new president, Gregoire Kayibanda; fighting continues and thousands of Tutsis are forced to flee. In Burundi, Tutsis retain power.

· 1973 Purge of Tutsis from universities. Fresh outbreak of killings, again directed at Tutsi community.

· 1973 The army chief of staff, General Habyarimana, sets up a one-party state. Tutsis are restricted to nine percent of available jobs. 

· 1975 Hutus from the president's home area of northern Rwanda are given overwhelming preference in public service and military jobs. 

· 1989 Coffee prices collapse, causing severe economic hardship in Rwanda. 

· July 1990 Under pressure from Western aid donors, Habyarimana concedes the principle of multi-party democracy.

· 1990/91 The Rwandan army begins to train and arm civilian militias known as interahamwe ("Those who stand together") 

· August 1993 Habyarimana and the RPF sign a peace accord that allows for the return of refugees and a coalition Hutu-RPF government. 

· Sept.1993-Mar.1994 President Habyarimana stalls on setting up of power-sharing government. Training of militias intensifies. Extremist radio begins broadcasting exhortations to attack the Tutsis

· April 6, 1994 President Habyarimana and the president of Burundi, Cyprien Ntaryamira, are killed when Habyarimana's plane is shot down near Kigali Airport. Extremists, suspecting that the president is finally about to implement the Arusha Peace Accords, are believed to be behind the attack. That night the killing begins. 

· April 7, 1994 The Rwandan Armed Forces (FAR) and the interahamwe go from house to house killing Tutsis and moderate Hutu politicians. U.N. forces stand by while the slaughter goes on. 

· Between 500,000 and 800,000 are killed.

· April 21, 1994 The U.N. cuts its forces following the murder of ten Belgian soldiers assigned to guard the moderate Hutu prime minister, Agathe Uwiliyingimana. The prime minister is killed and the Belgians are disarmed, tortured, and shot and hacked to death. They had been told not to resist violently by the U.N. force commander, as this would have breached their mandate. 

· July 1994 The RPF captures Kigali. The Hutu government flees to Zaire, followed by a tide of refugees. The RPF sets up an interim government of national unity in Kigali.

The Impact of Colonialism
Assimilation and Categorization:
17th Century Spanish Colonial Americas

· 16 "racial" categories based on the percent of one's ancestry from different groups:

Bermejos   100% European

Indios
     100% Native American

Negros 
     100% African

Mulatos
  European and African mixture 

(7 categories)

Mestizos  European and Native America

(5 categories)

· 9 categories of African and European mixture based on the assumption that people have 128 parts of inheritance:

· Blanc 

European (128 parts European ancestry)

· Négre

African (128 parts African ancestry)

· Mulâtre

64 parts European and 64 parts African

· Sacatra

8 to 32 parts European

· Griffe

24 to 39 parts European 

· Marabou

40 to 48 parts European

· Quateron

71 to  100 parts European

· Métif

101 to 112 parts European

· Mamelouc
113 to 120 parts European      

· Quateronné 
121 to 124 parts European

· Sang-mêlé
125 to 127 parts European

South African Colonialism and Apartheid

· Dutch East India Company establishes a station in Cape Town 1652

· 1795 Britain occupies the Cape.  

· 1817 Afrikaner rebellion 

· 1830s Afrikaner ‘Great Trek’

· 1899-1902 1st and 2nd Boer Wars

· Native Reserve Location Acts 1902

· Plaatje co-founds ANC 1912

· Natives Land Act of 1913

· Natives Urban Areas Act 1918

· Black Voters removed from coloured roll 1933

· National Party take power 1948

· Population Registration Act 1950 

· Group Areas Act of 1951

· Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act

· Immorality Act

· Reservation of Separate Amenities Act

· Group Areas Act

Colonial/Settler Rationale?

· Divide and Rule

· Racism

· Admin. technique

Responses to apartheid South Africa

African Nationalism and Black Consciousness 

Pan Africanist Congress 

of Azania (PAC) began 

anti-pass campaigns – led

By Robert Sobukwe

Steve Biko’s Back 

Consciousness Movement 

(BCM) advocated self pride 

and dignity

Military Resistance

· In 1961 after the ANC was banned its leaders went underground and established Umkhonto we Siswe (MK).

Negotiations to multi-party democracy

· Late 1990s Mandela begins to negotiate from jail

· 1990-1994 ANC-Government and all party talks go through a roller coaster of optimism and pessimism

· Election held April 1994

· ANC wins 62%

· NP wins 20%

Elite post-colonial adaptation

· Nigeria

· Hausa-Fulani

· Yoruba

· Igbo

· Afghanistan

· Pashtun

· Tajik

· Uzbek

· Hazara

Types of cultural responses to colonialism

· Why did certain types of responses emerge? 

· What responses were possible?

Investigating, adapting and embracing

Japan
· Fact-Finding Missions to Europe and USA

· Search for Secrets of Western Wealth and Power

· New Westernized Education System

· Restructure society - abolish social classes.

· Restructure government – centralize.

· Restructure economy – 

· Government-Industry Partnership.

· Heavy Industry (Military).

· Exports of Cash Crops.

Rebelling

From the First Opium War in China (1839) to the Fifth Ashanti War in West Africa (1901): British Forces were forced to carry out over 220 military actions in Africa, Asia, and on Pacific Islands.

Spiritual Rebellion

India: Spiritual values vs. 

Western Materialism

Rejecting Internal Proxies

· Creoles in Liberia and Sierra Leone

Cultural Fusions

· Examples

· Female Emancipation

· Consumer Culture 

· Sports

Geographic legacies of colonialism
When and why does ethnic difference lead to conflict?

Fight for possession of the nation state


