The Diffusion of Democracy
Trends and challenges

· How do we define democracy?

· How do we measure democracy?

· The diffusion of democracy over time

· What leads to democracy?

· What does democracy mean to different cultures?

· What should we think about promoting democratic diffusion?

· What do we think about the health of democracy at home?
Defining Democracy

· Procedural versus substantive

· Liberal versus social versus collective

· Representative versus direct

Procedural definitions

· Polyarchy

· Freedom to vote and join organizations

· Freedom of expression

· The right to vote

· Eligibility for public office

· The right of political leaders to compete for support and votes

· Alternative sources of information

· Free and Fair elections

· Institutions for making government policies depend on votes and other expressions of preference.

· Government Alternation

· Botswana 1966-

· Japan 1947-1993

· Mexico 1946-1997

Substantive

· Human Rights

· Wealth distribution

· Regional equity

· Access to power for all

· Government responsiveness

How do we measure democracy?

· Political Rights Checklist
A. Electoral Process
1. Is the head of state and/or head of government or other chief authority elected 
through free and fair elections?
2. Are the legislative representatives elected through free and fair elections?
3. Are there fair electoral laws, equal campaigning opportunities, fair polling, and honest tabulation of ballots?
· B. Political Pluralism and Participation
1. Do the people have the right to organize in different political parties or other competitive political groupings of their choice, and is the system open to the rise and fall of these competing parties or groupings?
2. Is there a significant opposition vote, de facto opposition power, and a realistic possibility for the opposition to increase its support or gain power through elections?
3. Are the people’s political choices free from domination by the military, foreign powers, totalitarian parties, religious hierarchies, economic oligarchies, or any other powerful group?
4. Do cultural, ethnic, religious, and other minority groups have reasonable self-determination, self-government, autonomy, or participation through informal consensus in the decision-making process?
· C. Functioning of Government
1. Do freely elected representatives determine the policies of the government?
2. Is the government free from pervasive corruption?
3. Is the government accountable to the electorate between elections, and does it operate with openness and transparency?
· Additional discretionary Political Rights questions:
A. For traditional monarchies that have no parties or electoral process, does the system provide for consultation with the people, encourage discussion of policy, and allow the right to petition the ruler?
B. Is the government or occupying power deliberately changing the ethnic composition of a country or territory so as to destroy a culture or tip the political balance in favor of another group?


· Civil Liberties Checklist
A. Freedom of Expression and Belief
1. Are there free and independent media and other forms of cultural expression?
(Note: in cases where the media are state-controlled but offer pluralistic points of view, the survey gives the system credit.)
2. Are there free religious institutions, and is there free private and public religious expression?
3. Is there academic freedom, and is the educational system free of extensive political indoctrination?
4. Is there open and free private discussion?
· B. Associational and Organizational Rights
1. Is there freedom of assembly, demonstration, and open public discussion?
2. Is there freedom of political or quasi-political organization? (Note: this includes political parties, civic organizations, ad hoc issue groups, etc.)
3. Are there free trade unions and peasant organizations or equivalents, and is there effective collective bargaining? Are there free professional and other private organizations?
· C. Rule of Law
1. Is there an independent judiciary?
2. Does the rule of law prevail in civil and criminal matters? Are police under direct civilian control?
3. Is there protection from police terror, unjustified imprisonment, exile, or torture, whether by groups that support or oppose the system? Is there freedom from war and insurgencies?
4. Is the population treated equally under the law?
· D. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights
1. Is there personal autonomy? Does the state control travel, choice of residence, or choice of employment? Is there freedom from indoctrination and excessive dependency on the state?
2. Do citizens have the right to own property and establish private businesses? Is private business activity unduly influenced by government officials, the security forces, or organized crime?
3. Are there personal social freedoms, including gender equality, choice of marriage partners, and size of family?
4. Is there equality of opportunity and the absence of economic exploitation
The growth and diffusion of democracy

· More countries than ever before in history are attempting the foundational stage of democracy

· 140/200 states have attempted multi-party elections since 1975.

· 81 countries have moved into ‘democratic’ column since 1980.

· 33 military governments have been replaced by civilian ones.

‘Established’ Democracies

· Austria

· Canada

· Denmark

· Finland

· Luxembourg

· Norway

· United Kingdom

· Australia

· Belgium

· Iceland

· Italy

· Japan

· Netherlands

· New Zealand

· United States

· Switzerland

· India

· Papua New Guinea

· Ireland

· Sweden

· Germany

· Israel

· Costa Rica

· Colombia

· France

· Venezuela

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Jamaica

· Botswana

· Barbados

· Malta

· Bahamas

· Greece

· Mauritius

· Portugal

· Spain
Three Waves of Democracy

· First Wave 

· 1826-1926

· Roots in American and French revolutions. 

· Europe, US, Pacific.

· New Zealand first democracy

· First Reverse Wave – 1922-42

· Collapse of European States after WW1

· Italy, Greece, Poland, Baltics, Germany

· Second Wave – 1943-1962

· Post War occupation of Germany, Austria, Italy, Japan and Korea. 

· Soviet occupation snuffed out hopes for democracy In Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Baltics.

· In Latin America – Uruguay, Brazil, Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela. 

· Attempts at Post-colonial democratization in India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Nigeria, Ghana, and elsewhere.

· Israel

· Second Reverse Wave 


1958-1975

· Shift backwards in Latin America. Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina, Ecuador, Uruguay and Chile all have authoritarian coups.  

· In Asia, Pakistan and Korea slip back.  

· Coups in Greece and Turkey. 

· 33 African countries become authoritarian very shortly after independence.  

· Only Botswana and Mauritius survive.

· The Third Wave

· 1974 on

· Beginning with overthrow of Salazar regime in Portugal in 1974. 

· Between 1974-1989 approx. 30 countries in Europe, Asia and Latin America replaced authoritarian regimes with democratic ones. 

· Fmr. Soviet States

· From 1990s on an influx of newly democratizing nations in Eastern Europe, Africa, and Asia.

· Iraq, Afghanistan, the Sudan?

· A New Reverse Wave?

· Asia (Pakistan, Malaysia?)

· Latin America (Venezuela, Colombia?)

· Eastern Europe (the …stans?)

· Africa (Ivory Coast, Zimbabwe, Gambia)

· Pacific (Solomons, Fiji)

How does democracy evolve?

· The evolution of democracy in Western Europe was a messy bloody, nasty, slow affair, why should we expect it to be different elsewhere?

· Does democracy need a certain level of economic development?  

· Can you even have democracy in poor countries? 

· What is most important – economic upliftment or voting and elections?

· What are the implications for ‘democracy’ if it is imposed from outside?

What does democracy mean to different cultures?


· In Europe 

· Social democracy and tripartite corporatism in Scandinavia

· In the Arab world

· Political rights for women?

· In China

· Collective rights, local participation.

· In Asia 

· Asian Tigers, Singapore, Malaysia, etc, communal responsibility vs. Individual rights.

· In Africa 

· Indigenous methods of decision making.

· Elders in Southern Sudan

· Uganda’s no-party state? 

· Ubuntu

·  What is the link between democracy and human rights?

What should we think about promoting democratic diffusion?

· Robert D. Kaplan. “Was Democracy Just a Moment?” Atlantic Monthly, December 1997.

· Is Democracy the answer? Or even one answer?

· Christianity in the 4th century onward made the world not less complex and warlike but more so.  Now the new 20th credo of democracy is doing the same.

· The collapse of communism does not necessarily imply liberal-democracy is the answer.

· “The democracy that we are encouraging in many poor parts of the world is an integral part of a transformation toward new forms of authoritarianism.”

· Democracies are value-natural.

· Hitler and Mussolini came to power through “democratic regimes.”

· Algeria’s new democracy led to anarchy and collapse. 

· “If a society is not in reasonable health democracy can not only be risky but disastrous.”

· First create economic growth – then democracy – e.g., Uganda.

· In Peru stability was achieved by a retreat from liberal democracy into quasi-authoritarianism.

· Under authoritarianism China has improved the lives of hundreds of millions of people.

· Democracy only endures when other social and economic strides have been made.

· The New Authoritarianism

· Hobbes – “enlightened despotism is preferable to democracy – the masses require protection from themselves.”

· Pakistan’s most successful period of government was and is quasi-authoritarian.  

· Turkey is a more subtle case of military constraints.

· Fujimori in Peru has restored a measure of civil stability by taking power into his own hands.

· In South Korea and Singapore it is economic corporate meritocracy.

· The return of oligarchy

· Democracy is a fraud in poor countries that exist outside a narrow band of wealth and development.

· Oligarchy is the norm – whether power rests with corporations or elites or both.

· And that is the way the US is heading.

