Afghanistan

Country Profile

· 26,813,057 (July 2001 est.)

· Sunni Muslim 84%, 

· Shi'a Muslim 15%, other 1%

· Pashtu 35%, 

· Afghan Persian (Dari) 50%, 

· Turkic languages (primarily Uzbek and Turkmen) 11%

· Median age - 18.9 years

· Life Expectancy – 47

· 32 provinces

· GDP pc - $700

· Produce 90% of heroin consumed in Europe

History 1: The long decline into misery
· 1747-1973 – Monarchy

· 1839-1842 – Anglo-Afghan war

· 1843 – British defeated

· 1878- 2nd Anglo-Afghan war

· 1880-1901 – Abdur Khan consolidates some central power

· 1921 – 3rd Anglo-Afghan war

· 1947 – British withdraw from India – Pakistan carved out of Indian and Afghani land

· 1949- Pashtun’s declared Pashtunistan but are ignored.

· 1955 – Russian support

· 1969 – Afghan Communist Party comes into being.

· 1973 – King Zahir Shah is overthrown while abroad

· 1975 – Daoud Khan promotes progressive constitution

· 1978 – Communist coup – bloody, violent

· Mujahideen movement born – USSR help

History 2: The long decline into misery
History 3: The Taliban, Bin Laden
· Oppression of women by the Taliban

· Women must be fully veiled

· no longer allowed to work

· go out alone or even wear white socks. 

· Men are forced to grow beards.

· Buzkashi, the Afghan national sport is outlawed. 

· Massive human rights violations

· Extreme Sharia

· 97-98 Bin Laden settles in SE

· Taliban blow up the giant Bamiyan Buddhas from the 5th century

· Assassination of Ahmed Shah Massoud – Northern Alliance on Sept 9th 2001  

International Intervention

· The War Oct 2001
· Sept 11th 2001

· Northern Alliance backed by US & UK troops and air power take Kabul, Kandahar and Maraz-e-Sharif

· Mullah Omar & Bin Laden flee to Pakistan border region

· 3,600 Afghans killed

· 10,000 tons of bombs dropped

· 42 coalition soldiers killed

· Massive infrastructure damage

Post-War Stabilization?

· Economic development

· Infrastructure - Roads

· Security

· PRTs

· German, Polish, Canadian

· US in south

· Social 

· Education – Sparks Academy

· 96% girls illiterate

· 60% of boys

· 30% of new schoolchildren girls

· 1.5 million still not in school

· Civil society

· Embryonic women’s groups

· 2 million returning refugees

The Bonn Reconstruction Process

The New Constitution

· Unitary

· Presidential

· Proportional Representation

· Rationale

· Weak center

· Strong regions

· Advantage the center

· Problems

· Highly majoritarian

· Presidential appointees

· After Karzai?

· Lack of party system

· No decentralisation

Can Elections Work?

· Registration

· 1.5 million/10 million

· Mostly Kabul, Men, non-Pashtun

· Security

· Unable to vote safely in large areas

· Campaigning

· Climate for free campaigning?

· Parties

· Will there be a party system?

· ‘Parties’ are frowned upon

· Free Voting

· Can voting be free?

· Easy Voting

· Logistical considerations

· Women’s access

Challenges: Warlords in Afghanistan

· Ismail Khan (Tajik)

· Marshall Fahim (Tajik)

· Rashid Dostum (Uzbek)

· Private armies

· Corruption & control

· Clientelism

· Clan loyalty

· Anti-US warlords

· Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (Pashtun)

Challenges - Security

· South East

· Pakistan border

· Aid workers

· Rising anti-Americanism

· Localized disputes

· Disarmament?

Challenges – Lack of Intl. Commitment

· Aid/Loans

· $15 billion required

· $4.8 billion pledged

· $1.8 billion arrived

· Attention post Nov 2004?

· The Iraqi distraction

· Discharging too early – precedence?

Challenges – Regional Pressures

· Pakistan

· Iran

· Iraq

· Russia

· Uzbekistan

The Curse of Poppies

