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Country Details

· 24.7 million popn.

· 60-65% Shi’a

· 32-37% Sunni

· 75-80% Arab

· 15-20% Kurdish

· 1987 literacy = 61%

· 2003 literacy = 40%

· Median age = 18.9

· Life expectancy = 67

· Mostly desert

· Mountains on Iranian and Turkish borders

· Fertile marshland in South

· Oil = 95% of foreign exports

· GDP pc = $2,400

Modern Iraqi History

· 1920 25 April - Iraq is placed under British mandate 

· 1921 Faysal, son of Hussein Bin Ali, the Sharif of Mecca, is crowned Iraq's first king. 
· 1932 Iraq becomes an independent state. 
· 1958 The monarchy is overthrown in a military coup. Iraq is declared a republic and Qasim becomes prime minister

· 1963 Qasim is ousted in a coup led by the Arab Socialist Baath Party (ASBP).

· 1970 The Revolution Command Council (RCC) and Mullah Mustafa Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), sign a peace agreement. 

· 1972 Treaty of Friendship signed between Iraq and Soviets

· 1979 Saddam Hussein comes to power 
· 1980 Iran – Iraq war started by Iraqi’s

· 1988 Iraq is said to have used chemical weapons against the Kurdish town of Halabjah.

· 1990 Iraq invades Kuwait  

Modern Iraqi History (cont)

· 1991 16 -17 January - The Gulf War starts when the coalition forces begin aerial bombing of Iraq ("Operation Desert Storm"). 
· 1991 24 February - The start of a ground operation which results in the liberation of Kuwait on 27 February

· 1991 3 March - Iraq accepts the terms of a ceasefire. 
· 1991 Mid-March/early April - Iraqi forces suppress rebellions in the south and the north of the country. 
· 1991 8 April - A plan to establish a UN safe-haven in northern Iraq to protect the Kurds is approved at a European Union meeting. 
· 1992 26 August - A no-fly zone, which Iraqi planes are not allowed to enter, is set up in southern Iraq, south of latitude 32 degrees north. 
· 1993  US forces launch a cruise missile attack on Iraqi intelligence headquarters in Baghdad in retaliation for the attempted assassination of US President George Bush in Kuwait

Iraq in isolation

The War, and a year on

· 2003 9 April - US forces advance into central Baghdad. 

· In the following days Kurdish fighters and US forces take control of the northern cities of Kirkuk and Mosul. 

· There is widespread looting in the capital and other cities. 

· 2003 14 December - Saddam Hussein captured

· Coalition deaths since May 1 2003 over 630

· Total Iraqi deaths over 10,000

· 46/55 of ‘most wanted’ captured/killed.

· Currently 135,000 US troops in Iraq

The Political Process: Changing Timetables

· Provisional Coalition Authority

· J. Paul Bremer

· Iraqi Governing Council

· 13 Shia - 5 Sunni – 4 Sunni Kurds

· 1 Christian, 1 Turkmen

· 22 men/ 3 women

· Caucus idea failed – why?

· June 30th – handover of sovereignty 

· Jan 2005 – Constitutional Assembly Elections

· 2005 – Constitution to be written

· 2005 – Approval by referendum

· By Dec 15th 2005 – Legislative elections

· US troops will stay after June 30th ‘to help with security.’

· Polish troops to take lead to NATO presence

· UN electoral assistance 

Key Players

Key Issues

· Political

· Basic Iraqi sovereignty

· The Kurds

· Federalism?

· Autonomy?

· Independence?

· Presidential or Parliamentary

· Power Sharing?

· Status of Islamic Law

· Sharia?

· Electoral System Design

· Practicalities

· Best incentives

· Gender diversity

· Optimism

· Socio-Political

· Role of clerics

Elections

· When? Is the timetable reasonable?

· For What? Implications…

· Legislature

· Constitutional Assembly

· Federal parliaments?

· The position of women?

· Can they be free?

· Who will win?

Current Situation

· Large scale violence

· 87 US troops killed since April 1st

· At least 1,000 ‘insurgents.’

· Aid agencies count 470 dead in Falluja (243 women, 200 children)

· Hostages

· Withdrawal of aid workers

· and development workers 

Iraq and Afghanistan

· Similarities

· Ethnic divides (a degree of sleeping nationalism)

· Lack of basic security

· Limited democratic precedent

· US occupation/molding of process

· Elements of Islamic fundamentalism

· Wide informal militarization

· Differences

· A single majority ethnic group in Iraq

· Wealthier, more developed Iraq

· Much better Iraqi infrastructure

· Larger middle/professional class in Iraq

· Oil versus drugs

· More established parties/movements in Iraq

