Global Issues
John Pickles and Andrew Reynolds

International Studies 77
History 51
Anthropology 77
Geography 77

Political Science 84

WEEKS 1 AND 2

Introduction to Global Issues
Globalization I”: Age of Empire (1495-1945?)

Globalization II:

Modernization and the Age of Development (1945-1979)
Globalization III:
 

The Age of Neo-Liberalism, New Democracies, Trans-nationalism, and Deregulated Markets (1979-present)
Globalization refers to at least three things:

1. The expansion and intensification of worldwide links and networks that shape everyday life.
2. 
A way of looking at flows and relations that are trans-national and/or trans-cultural.

3. A term of speech used by politicians, policy-makers, business-leaders, scholars, and activists to make politically charged arguments.
What is Globalization?
One definition: The stretching of economic, political and cultural activities and their integration at increasingly broader scales.
Or -- time-space convergence
Or -- the widening, deepening, and speeding up of worldwide interconnectedness
Globalization is an historical process.

Globalization is a geographical process.
Globalization is a social and political process
involving various actors and institutions that shape ‘worldviews’.
Globalization is about the links, networks, flows, and interactions that make up a particular world system.
Forms of Globalization
Technical globalization
Economic globalization

Political globalization

Cultural globalization

Environmental globalization
Technical globalization:
time-space convergence
Transportation: e.g., shipping, railroad, air,…

Communication/ Information : e.g., telegraph, telephone, fax, email, WWW,…

Economic globalization

Systems and networks of trade e.g., trans-Saharan salt-gold trade, trans-Atlantic slave trade, State trading companies, Nike, Reebock, and Liz Clairborne global sourcing strategies

Global production and global factories e.g., Africa’s cocoa plantations, South American coffee and beef farms, North Carolina’s cotton plantations, Ford’s world car

Political globalization

Multi-national organizations: 


U.N.
Multi-lateral agencies: 


IMF, WB

International regulatory organizations:
WTO

International judicial bodies: 


World Court 

Trans-national agreements: 


NAFTA

Multi-national unions: 


EU

Multi-national military structures: 

NATO

Cultural globalization

Global consumption
e.g., sugar, tea, coffee, opium, heroin

e.g., oil and the automobile

e.g., weapons (AK 47s, land mines, nuclear weapons, anti-terrorist technologies)

e.g., World Music, McDonald’s, Nike
Environmental globalization

1968-1970s: the ‘whole earth’
MAD--  “mutually assured destruction” 

Global climate change

Globalization and environment in the news today
a task for recitation this week…
1.Search for examples of globalization in the news

2.Note how ‘globalization’ is used in the news article

3.What forms of globalization are at issue?

4.What has globalization meant to you and your town?

To follow-up: The Geosphere Project. Also see… www.earthfromtheair.com
Thinking Globally:  From whose perspective?

Tools for thinking about the ‘global’


(i)   maps and geopolitics.



(ii)  the geographies of the global.



(iii)  concepts and worldviews.
(i)Maps and geopolitics 
Whose maps anyway?
From whose perspective?

What are the dangers?
From whose perspective?
All maps of the earth distort either- area, shape, or scale… and they each have a purpose
On a Mercator projection a straight line is a line of constant bearing…but.. distortion of area increases from equator to poles.

The North is 18.9 million square miles.
The South is 38.6 million square miles.

Former Soviet Union: 8.7 million square miles. 
Africa is 11.6 million square miles.
Greenland: 0.8 million sq. miles

(ii) What are the geographies of the global?
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Nation-state
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Inter-state system -- international
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Continental
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East-West
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First, Second, Third World
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Developed-Undeveloped
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Developed-Developing 
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Industrialized-Industrializing 
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North-South
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Rich-Poor
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Market economies-emerging market economies-’closed’ economies

(iii) Whose concepts and worldviews?
The example of 

International Studies over time:
 1. North Atlantic Interpreters of world (Globalization I: 1840-1940) 

Era of Commercial and Political Expansion and Conquest 

European Science and ‘planetary consciousness’

Who? 
Missionaries, Adventurers, 
Explorers, Journalists, 
Expatriates, Diplomats, 
Amateur Scholars,
Colonial Administrators, 
Members of New Learned Societies.

European White Men.

Travel Literature, Policy  and Administration reports 
Natural Histories, Descriptions of Ways of Life, Resources, Languages, Military Strength 

Racialized Evolutionary Science e.g., THE RACED CELT: 1840-1890
e.g., Friedrich Hegel “The African is no better than a dog…. He has no History.”
Key Concepts: 
  --Civilized vs. Savage/Primitive 
  --Three Races (implicit: myth of  continents) 
  --Europe as superior – the standard 
  --Core-Periphery
  --Masculinism/Whiteness


Resulting Geographies:
--Europe-centered
--Cores and peripheries

--Racialized (and sexualized) peripheries


‘Empty’


Penetration, colonization, settlement


Resources and labor

Markets for industrial goods


International Studies over time:
 2. University Interpreters  (Globalization II: 1940-1979)

Era of Modernization and Development 

Development = growth = modernization

World War II, Decolonization, and the Cold War 

Government’s need for global experts 

Support for Area Studies, language  training, overseas   
research, graduate training, and scientific research  (esp. quantitative data) 

Key concepts: 
 modern 
vs. 
traditional (i.e., backward/primitive) 
 dynamic 
vs. 
passive 
 developed 
vs. 
undeveloped 
 Western 
vs. 
non-Western
 capitalist 
vs. 
not-yet-capitalist



anti-capitalist


Resulting Geographies:
 Modernization (U.S. as standard) 
 First, Second, and Third Worlds 
 International = interaction among nation-states 

International Studies over time:
 3. New Directions/Critiques Since 1970s (Globalization III)
a. Global vision

b. Changing Political Contexts: 
-- legacies of Vietnam, Cold War, and anti-communist conflicts

-- anti-colonial struggles continue
-- demands of the independent post-colonial states

-- challenges to power of organized labor 


– Reaganism, Thatcherism, etc.

c. Neo-liberal economic deregulation:
-- From Burlington and Greensboro to Shanghai to Rwanda 
-- time-space compression
-- development AND increasing inequality

-- wealth AND  poverty

Key concepts: 

free-trade


capital mobility 



debt 


structural adjustment


democracy


attack on trade unions 


economic and financial crises

Resulting Geographies:
North


vs.
South 

Rich


vs.
Poor

Eurocentrism

vs.
Third Worldism

Orientalism

vs.
Post-colonialism 

Globalization

vs.
Anti-globalization

Mass Consumption
vs.
Alternative economies
International Studies over time:
The 1990s-2000s: Globalization and Anti-globalization movements 
The crisis of neo-liberalism and the response of the ‘social majorities’

From Seattle to Genoa and beyond?

Key Concepts: 

--anti-globalization/neo-liberalism

    
--identity politics--social movements


--cultural survival


--regional autonomy movements

Resulting Geographies?

