
 This newsletter is our latest effort to communicate with our valued constituency and to report on 

recent news in our department.  Academic year 2008-2009 has been marked by several important de-

velopments.  Professor Roberta Ann Dunbar, the longest serving faculty member in the department, 

will officially retire on June 30th 2009. In collaboration with the African Studies Center, the depart-

ment honored Professor Dunbar for her 40 years of service to the University with an international con-

ference that is discussed  in one of the articles in this newsletter. I am sure all of our friends join me in 

thanking Professor Dunbar for her service and wishing her the best in her retirement. The department 

has also established a scholarship in her name and we would welcome any contribution to the scholar-

ship.  

 One significant development in the department in the past year has been the planning for a gradu-

ate program.  The process is well advanced and has been ably chaired by Professor Perry Hall. We are 

now ready to submit our proposal to the Gradate School, and we anticipate doing so in Fall 2009. 
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Spring Conference on Muslim African Women 

  by Dr. Michael Lambert, Director of UNC-CH African Studies Center 
 This past April the African Studies Center hosted a conference, "Gender, Islam, and Health in Africa," 

that assembled some of the most important scholars and activists, in the United States, Africa, and Europe, 

who are working on issues related to the experiences of Africa Muslim women in the public sphere.  The 

conference provided participants with the opportunity to reflect with one another on the potential for col-

laboration between academics and activists on issues of importance to Muslim African women.  Senegalese 

sociologist and renowned feminist scholar Fatou Sow presented the 

keynotel ecture, "Religion, Culture and Politics: Isn't My Body 

Mine?"  Thirteen engaging and thoughtful papers were presented in 

panels that addressed the topics of literature, health, politics, and 

law.  The conference closed with a roundtable discussion of scholar-

ship and community engagement. 

 The theme of this conference was inspired by our colleague 

Professor Roberta Ann Dunbar who retired at the end of this aca-

demic year.  Ann's career has been distinguished both in terms of 

her scholarship as a historian and her deep commitment to creating 

spaces, academic and otherwise, for understanding the experiences 

of Muslim women in Africa. 

   \ 
  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A F R I C A N  

A N D  A F R 0 - A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  

 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H  

C A R O L I N A  A T  C H A P E L  H I L L   

Crossroads 
                SPRING 2009 VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1 

Dr. Roberta Ann Dunbar  with  

letter establishing scholarship in 

her honor  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Conference cele-

brates career of 

retiring profes-

sor, Dr. Roberta 

Ann Dunbar 

 Department co-

sponsors Black 

Women in the 

Academy Sympo-

sium 

 Exciting new 

African and Afro-

American Stud-

ies courses 



 

 

P A G E  2  

Mamarame Seck and Rachael Murphey-Brown  joined the department during the fall 2008.  

Mamarame Seck is a native of Senegal and holds several graduate degrees in linguistics.  He is cur-

rently an instructor in African Studies and specializes in Wolof language and literature, African lin-

guistics, Sufi Islam in West Africa and Wolof oral discourse.  Rachael Murphey-Brown is a Postdoc-

toral Research Associate and holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from UNC-Chapel Hill.   Her current 

research focuses on the history and future of Black Studies in the United States and contemporary 

black (identity) politics in a „post-race‟ era.  Karla Slocum was awarded a National Science Founda-

tion Grant in August 2008 for the study, “Race and Place Identities:  Defining America's Historic 

Black Towns in the 21st Century.”  This project explores the extent to which race is a feature within 

the contemporary identities of Oklahoma's historic "All Black Towns."  In his role as a member of the 

Board of the Africa Governance Institute (AGI), Dakar, Senegal, and of the Centre de Recherche et de 

Formation sur l'Etat en Afrique (CREA), Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, Georges Nzongola has been involved 

in high-level policy dialogue and research on strengthening democratic governance in Africa as well as 

on the implementation of the Africa-EU partnership on peace and security.  He has recently been a 

visiting professor in the Cariplo Foundation Program on Managing Globalization and Transition at the 

University of Pavia in Italy.  Kenneth Janken continues to research and write a history of the Wil-

mington Ten, civil rights/black power activists who were sentenced to 282 years in prison on the basis 

of perjured testimony and prosecutorial misconduct.  Their 1972 trial and conviction arose out of a 

struggle over school desegregation in Wilmington, NC, in 1971.  They were eventually freed and their 

convictions overturned as a result of a nationwide and international campaign to free them.  Kia Lilly 

Caldwell received a Junior Faculty Development award from the UNC-CH Office of the Provost in 

2008 to conduct research on Black Women and HIV/AIDS in the U.S. and Brazil.  She currently 

serves as an investigator for the LinCS 2 Durham Project, a research study focusing on HIV preven-

tion in the Black community in Durham, North Carolina.  During the summer 2008, Eunice Sahle 

conducted research on human security and land in Tanzania with funding from UNC‟s African Stud-

ies Center.  In collaboration with Wizdom Tettey  (University of Calgary) she received research 

funding for the project “Transnationalism and the African Diaspora in Canada from the Walter and 

Duncan Gordon Foundation, Toronto Canada and International Development Research Centre, Ot-

tawa, Canada. 
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Student Earns Top Honors for Senior Thesis 

Charles McGeehan receives 

honors from Professor Ken-

neth Janken during  Spring 

2009 graduation reception 

Spotlight on Faculty and Research Fellows 

Charles John McGeehan III (Afro-American Studies,  2009) was inducted into the UNC-Chapel 

Hill Phi Beta Kappa Society during the Spring 2009 and earned highest honors for his senior thesis, 

"Getting to the Hospital: An Overview of the Winston-Salem Black Panther Party." While much 

has been written about the Black Panther Party  nationally, little has been written about the 

Winston-Salem branch of the Black Panther Party.   Charlie McGeehan conducted an extensive 

analysis of newspapers published by the local press and the Black Panther Party and interviewed 

former party members.  His thesis portrays the complexities of the Winston-Salem Black Panther 

Party and challenges popular and scholarly misconceptions of the party by developing a locally 

based analysis of the Winston-Salem branch.  Professor Kenneth Janken served as Charlie McGee-

han‟s senior thesis advisor.  
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The symposium Black Women in the Academy: Strategies for Survival, Success, and Transformation 

was held at UNC-Chapel Hill on January 30 and 31, 2009.  This event sought to continue an important 

dialogue that was begun during previous Black Women in the Academy conferences, including na-

tional conferences that took place in 1994 and 1999, and a regional conference that was held at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in 1995.  This year‟s symposium at UNC-Chapel Hill included 

nearly 200 participants, ranging from undergraduate and graduate students to faculty, staff, administra-

tors and members of the general public.  The participants came from local colleges and universities, as 

well as institutions of higher education located in others areas of the state and country. 

     This event was the Second Annual Sites of Struggle symposium and was organized by faculty and 

staff in the Department of African and Afro-American Studies, the Carolina Women‟s Center, the Cur-

riculum in Women‟s Studies, and the Institute of African Ameri-

can Research.  For the past two years, the 

Sites of Struggle Symposium has focused 

on topics addressing the experiences of 

African-American women.  Video footage 

is available on our departmental website 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/afriafriafam.  

An exciting array of new undergraduate courses were added to the department‟s curriculum during the 2008-2009 academic year.  
These new courses provided students with an opportunity to learn about politics, society, and culture in Africa, the United States, 
and Latin America.  New courses include,  “The Challenges of Democratic Governance in Africa” (Professor Nzongola), 
“Senegalese Culture and Society” (Professor Seck), and “Race, Culture and Politics in Brazil” (Professor Caldwell).  “The His-
tory of Hip Hop “ was taught by Professor Hall during the fall 2008 as an Honors course (HNRS 356) in response to a request 
from students in the Scholars Program. It will be offered as AFAM 356  during the fall 2009.   The course ended with a public 
conference in which students presented papers on the history, impact, and implications of the hip hop phenomenon they had been 
studying. According to Professor Hall, “representative of their generation, these students have long embraced hip hop as an ex-
pressive framework for their own lives.  In both form and content,  their presentations signaled the institutionalization and global-
ization of hip hop, pointed to its continuing impact and suggested new possibilities for its presence, present and future.”   
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Community Spotlight  

The play, òBecause ...WEõRE 

STILL HERE é(and 

Moving)ó was performed by 

a cast of UNC-CH students 

at the Center for Dramatic 

Arts in February 2009.  The 

play was written by Lynden 

Harris and directed by 

Kathryn Hunter -Williams.  It 

chronicled and dramatized 

the history of the African 

American community of 

Chapel Hill from slavery to 

the mid-twentieth century.  
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 I am pleased to announce that three of our faculty got tenure this academic year: Margaret Lee, Eunice Sahle and Charlene 

Regester. Congratulations to them for the hard work and achievement. 

 Departmental faculty continue to make significant contributions to the teaching enterprise at the University. Most notably, in the 

past few years, the department has been one of the leading units in the College of Arts and Science in sending faculty abroad as part 

of the internationalization of the Curriculum. In Spring 2009, Professor Bereket Selassie led the London Honors Program and gave a 

number of talks in England and Poland. In Fall 2009, Professor Eunice Sahle will co-lead a new Study Abroad Program on 

Comparative Globalization in Tanzania and Mexico. And finally, in Fall 2009, Professor Margaret Lee will lead the Cape Town 

Honors program and will teach a course on “the new scramble for Africa.” 

 As a part of the College of Arts and Sciences we have been negatively affected by the current global and national economic 

downturn. Nonetheless, we are committed to pursuing our research, teaching and service missions in the best way possible even 

under economically trying circumstances. We would be grateful for any kind of support from our constituency, which is YOU! 

Please send your tax deductable contributions to the College Development Office and designate the Department of African and Afro-

American Studies as the beneficiary. We thank you in advance for your contribution.    
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 Several African and Afro-American Studies faculty have also been involved in the development of a new inter-departmental 

course cluster focusing on human rights.  This effort has been led by Professor Eunice Sahle and Professor Kenneth Janken.  Faculty 

in the department will offer courses on “Democracy and Human Rights in African Diaspora Communities” and “ Human Rights and 

Social Justice Movements in Contemporary Africa”  as part of the Human Rights Course Cluster.  For more information on the 

course cluster program, see: http://www.unc.edu/depts/uc/clusterintro.html. 

 

 Human Rights Week took place at UNC-Chapel Hill from December 1 to 5, 2008.  At the invitation of Professor Eunice Sahle, 

Professor Michael Byers, Research Chair in Global Politics and International Law at the University of British Columbia, visited the 

campus to deliver  the keynote address, “Not Just Words: The Remarkable Resilience of Human Rights.” Byers illuminated the cur-

rent state of human rights crises around the world focusing on the controversial interaction of international institutions and local 

communities in their struggle for human rights, focusing especially on Africa. He noted however that human rights violations are not 

just a foreign matter noting, Toronto‟s own blemished record of poverty wherein hundreds of thousands of households continue to 

live without basic necessities such as enough food or water. He also noted the United States‟ own human rights violations such as the 

denial of gay rights. “I don‟t happen to be gay,” explained Professor Byers, “but you don‟t have to be to recognize a human rights 

violation in this country.”   Written by Haseeb Fatmi (Class of 2009, Political Science & International Studies) 

 

 During Human Rights Week, students in Professor Sahle‟s course, AFRI 416: Human Rights and Social Justice Movements in 

Contemporary Africa,  gave stimulating poster and panel presentations during their conference on human rights in Africa.  The con-

ference is traditionally organized by students in the course as the culminating event for the semester.   
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