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• The Aridity, yes

• The Geopolitics, yes: but look South as well, if 
not more, than North (Will Come Back to That)

• The Economy
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• Geopolitics of the North:
– Libyan ambitions

– Nigerien uranium
– Mauritanian “arabism”

• The Economy
– Cotton (inequities of the world market)

– Structural Adjustment and Debt
– China and the West
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Islam in the Sahel has brought about an 
ideology offering blanket solutions to:

- Social Problems
- Corruption and Bad Governance
- Economic Ethics
BUT in return, it demands Social Conformity 

based on strict codes of Sharia law. It thus 
clashes with:
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