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A Message from the Chair

This year has been an extraordinary one for botd |
Curriculum in Asian Studies and for Asian Studieggeneral.
The faculty continues to expand, as the Curriculweticomed
two new members to its faculty, Professor Sahar Aime
Arabic Language and Literature, and Professor éli8usch-
Pandit in Hindi/Urdu Language and Literature. Indiidn,
Professor Jennifer Smith, a specialist in Japapésaology,
joined the Department of Linguistics. The enthustasind |

effective advice and support of the College of Axtal Sciences helped gain for Asian
Studies a generous donation from alumnus Alstord@arand a large award from the
Freeman Foundation’s Undergraduate Initiative imlaAsStudies. These funds will make
possible an array of new programs, including aerigive summer program in Beijing, an
“Asian Immersion” program in Singapore, a summegpam in Japan on alternate years,
the establishment of majors in both Chinese andnkge, and the offering of a field re-
search seminar in Asia every year. In additiondfuare available to create a new Center
for Asian Studies and to expand the range of afgriin East and Southeast Asian Stud-
ies. The receipt of this support represents botbta of confidence in Asian Studies on
campus and a major step toward developing a progfahe very highest quality.

Amid these exciting developments, | must note asrothansition, the retirement of
Professor Lawrence Kessler. Having joined the tgdal 1966, as only the second Asian
specialist on campus, Larry has provided cruciatiéship in building Asian Studies at
Carolina. Much of our success now rests on thedations of the pioneering efforts of
him and others. During the past year, he playeentral role in drafting the proposal for
the Freeman Foundation, and he has worked veryihaaditing this newsletter. We have
much appreciated his commitment, sage advice, aaticity.

Faculty teaching courses related to Asia now nuralpgroximately three dozen, and
during the past year they organized a variety @név for the campus and surrounding
community. Many of them centered on the arts: aedrof South Asian music, an Indo-
nesiangamelanconcert, a new class in calligraphy, a Persiam Fikestival, a student-
organized exhibition of Japanese woodblock prifisuageisha a demonstration of
Japanese flower-arrangingg€bang, and a presentation abcaiku An all-day interdis-
ciplinary conference, “Women’s Voices in the Framgabic World,” complete with
consultations on henna decorating, attracted madgngraduate participants.

Students’ accomplishments were impressive. Sixestigdin Asian Studies or Interna-
tional Studies wrote honors theses on Asian tof@t$SHI, a group interested in Japa-
nese Studies, was particularly active in organizangnts. continued on next paye

Two Major Gifts Strengthen Asian Studies at UNC

This past year, two major gifts were made to UN@t twill dramatically enhance the
development of Asian Studies on campus. In Nover2béi,Alston Gardner, a 1977
Carolina graduate, pledged a $10 million gift terease opportunities for students and
faculty to immerse themselves in global studiecampus and overseas, through schol-
arships, a lecture series and research funds @mational studies. In December, the
Freeman Foundationof Vermont announced a gift of $2 million that Ivefrengthen un-
dergraduate offerings in areas related to East #&sihincrease study abroad opportunities for
undergraduates in East Asia. c@ntinued on back paye
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New Study Abroad
Opportunities in Asia

With the support of gifts from Alstgn

Gardner and the Freeman Foundatig
three new programs in Asia are bei
organized.

Beijing:  An Asian Studies/Hono
summer study program will start
2002. The program, located at the

jing Institute of Education, will provid
a unique opportunity to learn about G
nese society, to study the Chinese

guage intensively, and to take adv
tage of the many cultural and histori
riches available in China’s capital.
faculty member from UNC will serve

[ S]

(continued from front page Several students gained acceptance into the(J&Janese
Exchange Teachers) program, and for the third cutse year a Carolina student re-
ceived a prestigious Luce Scholarship to suppommnship in Asia.

Finally, | want to thank friends and alumni of Asi&tudies for your support. | have
n, had occasion to talk with several of you over thstgwelve months and have found your
Lg fond memories of Chapel Hill encouraging, and ewvepiring. Believe me, your finan-

cial contributions help our faculty and studentsanmany ways to perform at their best.
W. Miles Fletcher

n New Asian Studies Faculty Appointed
ei- Although Sahar Amer (Asian Studies/International Studies) has beetJMC since
1994, teaching in Romance Languages, this pastsyeajoined the Curriculum in Asian
hi- Studies, where she teaches in the Arabic progrdra. gdaduated from Bryn Mawr in
hn-1986 with a BA and MA in French Literature, thert gosecond MA in developmental
hn-psychology from Boston University (1988) and worked one year as a psychology in-
al tern at Roxbury Community Health Center. She edtéie graduate program in French
A at Yale University and received her PhD in mediegmanch literature in 1994. Her re-
s search interests are in medieval French literatuné more specifically the literary and

the resident director and lead a researcteultural encounters between the Western world aedAtrab world in the Middle Ages.
seminar. In addition, some of Chind’s She has also published and taught courses on alisgntand the western discourses on
most eminent social scientists from the Arabs throughout the centuries. Her interests oheloooking and baking and, when she

prestigious Chinese Academy of Sodial feels particularly brave, white water rafting.

Sciences will offer courses on importgnt Allison Busch (Asian Studies) graduated from the University oftiBh Columbia in
aspects of Chinese society. AcadefnicVancouver in 1992 with a B.A. in South Asian Langes (concentration in Sanskrit and

work will be supplemented by weeke
excursions to areas outside of Beijing

Kyoto: A five-week summer program
Japan, offered jointly by Asian Studies
Women'’s Studies will start in 2003. It W
examine themes of trans-nationalism

women in Asia, with special attention
labor issues. The program will involve
number of visits to field sites as well
classroom instruction.

Singapore Beginning in 2003, twenty
five students will travel each summ
with a Carolina faculty member to Si
gapore for a six-week immersion p
gram in Southeast Asian history

Jno

nd Hindi). In 1994 she entered the department of Sédsilan Languages and Civilizations
at the University of Chicago (Ph.D. expected 208 thesis is in the area of medieval
Hindi literature, with a focus on courtly literatuand historiography. Her broader re-
search interests are in pre-modern Indian liteeatund intellectual history. Prior to com-
I ing to UNC, she taught part-time at the UniversityChicago, University of Wisconsin at
inolMadison and at Loyola University (Chicago). As higlsh she is deeply interested in In-
lo dian music, and has studied Kathak, North Indi&ssical dance art.

a Jennifer Smith (Linguistics) graduated from Cornell University 1993 with a BA in

s linguistics and Asian Studies (with a Japan areacentration). After spending three
semesters as a research student in linguisticguha University in Fukuoka, Japan, she
entered the graduate program in linguistics atUhevsersity of Massachusetts, Amherst
(PhD 2002). She taught for one year at the Unityecs California, Santa Cruz, before
coming to UNC in 2001. Her research interests isheldapanese linguistics, especially
phonology, and also the phonology of Chinese laggsiaand Korean. Informally, she is
also very interested in Japanese music, having tal@nshakuhachiessons and also
dabbled a little bit in learning to play tketo.

Curriculum Faculty News

Sahar Amer served this year as chair of Medieval StudiesM€land as a Faculty Part-

€' ner in the newly established Carolina Scholars Rmg She will be on leave next year as

- a Fellow at the Institute of Arts and Humanities BC-CH. Her article “Lesbian Sex
- and the Military: From the Medieval Arabic Tradiido French Literature” appeared in
d an edited volumeSame-Sex Love and Desire Among Women in the Midge She

culture. In addition to the UNC facully gave four invited lectures: “The Current State oh&arship in Europe and the US on
director's course, students will chogse Multicultural Approaches to Medieval Studies” atlan University in Cairo; “Cross-
courses from among the full offerings Dressing in the Middle Ages” at Virginia Tech Unisity; “A response to Michéle

of the National University of Singapo
All courses are taught in English,
students can opt to take a course in

- Longino’s Orientalism in French Classical Drama’latke University; and “Oriental-
ut jsm” at the Duke/UNC Robertson Scholars Prograne. i8oeived several grants: an IBM
a-nstructional Technology grant to implement the afaechnology in her Arabic 102

lay, the national language, and are fn-class; an Office of Intellectual Life grant and papt from other university sources for

couraged to do so. In Spring 2003,

O the conference she co-organized on “Women’s Voigethe Franco-Arabic World” in

First-Year Seminars will be offered fpr April; and grants from UCIS and CES to conduct aesk in Paris and Egypt this sum-

students wishing to go on the progral

mer on “Occidentalism and Orientalism” and on ttetus of Muslim Women in France
today. In the spring, she was invited to servahenselection committee of Mellon Fel-

Students also have the option of parfici- |owships for Dissertation Research in Original $esr(sponsored by CLIR). She serves

pating in already established progr

Sthe executive boards of the Southeast Medieval daon and of the Marie de France

in China, India, Japan, Korea, Mondo- |nternational Society, and is also a member ofatii¢orial boards oMedievalPerspec-

lia, Nepal, Thailand, and Vietnam.

tivesandLe Cygne: Bulletin de La Société International Madie France.
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Jan Bardsley organized a panel on Japanese women in th@erome (“Sandy”) Seatonentered

1950s for the Association for Asian Studies annmuaakting in
Washington, DC in April. She is currently working @ book
that views discourse on women, democracy and desidapan
through the lens of fashion magazines of the 19%0&s sum-
mer she travels to Japan to screen the documefitaryshe

phased retirement this year, but he
remains busy translating and has
two new books on the horizon. He
published a translation of a Su Shih
poem inThree Rivers Revigwand

helped produce Women in Japan: Memories of the Past,seven of his translations of the
Dreams for the Futurg¢see article on page 6) to women groupsCh’an (Zen) poet Kuan Hsiu were

and at universities in Kyoto and Tokyo. The filmlivdebut at
UNC in Fall 2002 as part of a lecture series, “Sdikyt Gender
and Nation in Japan.”

accepted for publication in three
different magazines. He delivered a paper lastdall‘Choices
in Translation” at the Association of Literary Tedators of

Allison Busch chaired a panel on Hindi/Urdu literature and gave®merica (ALTA) national meeting in Raleigh. He hasen in-

a paper, “An Area of Critical Disjunction: Revisifj the Medie-
val Hindi Literary Categories dBhakti andRiti,” at the annual
meeting of South Asianists in Madison last Octob®he gave a
number of presentations on South Asian topics ¢alfa collo-
quia, student groups, and secondary school teachers

vited to read from his translations at another ALp&nel next
October to celebrate the installation of a newcedit theLiter-
ary Reviewof which he is an advisory editor.

Nadia Yaqub was awarded a grant from the University Re-

search Council and the Vice Chancellor’'s Juniorufkgdevel-

Pika Ghoshreceived a postdoctoral fellowship from the J.IPau®Pment Award to spend six weeks in Lebanon thisrsamcon-

Getty Foundation to prepare her dissertation orbtlek temples
of seventeenth-century Bengal for publication. Siael three
articles accepted for publication, and chairedreepan Krishna-
lila at the annual South Asia Conference at thevéhsity of
Wisconsin. At UNC, she organized a film festivahtigring the
works of Bengali filmmaker Sandeep Ray, and a lecteries
on the Visual Arts in South Asia sponsored by théarigle
South Asia Consortium, Asian Studies and the Apdbament.

Eric Henry presented a paper on the provenance of some ch

ters inThe Discourses of the Stat@uoyy at the Association
for Asian Studies meeting in Washington, DC in Aptis arti-
cle, “Chinese and Indigenous Influences in Vietnsen¥erse

Romances of the Y9Century,” appeared last December in
Crossroads a journal devoted to Southeast Asian Studies. |

October, he traveled to Vietham with the directbtte Study
Abroad Office to evaluate the Viethamese languageersion
program available to UNC students. In recent yelaeshas de-
veloped a strong interest in an assortment of diese musical
genres referred to @8n nhacor “new music,” and is tracing the
development of this music from its inception in tate 1930s up
to the present. “New music” supposedly refers tasimgvocal,
mainly) that makes use of western diatonic scdlessome of it
is in fact pentatonic.

Ryuko Kubota lectured in May at Keio University on “Shock
language experiences in multicultural educationd & October
at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville on éssof culture
in second language teaching. She also presentegtspap the
annual conference for the American Council on tkaching of
Foreign Languages in November, at the Southea#tesocia-
tion for Teachers of Japanese in Charleston in Maand at the
American Association for Applied Linguistics andabhers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages confereiteSalt
Lake City in April. She is a member of the natiobahrd of the
Association for Teachers of Japanese. While irhbanetown of
Nagano last summer, she shot scenes for a documditia,
Women in Japan: Memories of the Past, Dreams ferRiture
in which she is one of the featured subjects (steleaon page
6). Locally, she has been very active in promoting teaching
of Japanese in the middle and high schools. Stehalped the
Chapel Hill-Carrboro school district write a propbso the U.S.
Department of Education, which resulted in a threer grant
($525,000) to implement dual language programbeetemen-
tary school level, one being in Mandarin Chinesglish.

ducting research on Lebanese oral poetry. Heraiic “A Pal-
estinian Groom’s Wedding Eve Celebration” was sh#d in
Garland Encyclopedia of World Musi¥ol. 6, in fall 2001. She
presented a paper on “Lebanon is My Soul’: Zajad ghe Pro-
duction of a Lebanese Locality,” at the Middle E&stdies As-
sociation meeting in November, and another on “Tiaée of
Those Who Did Not Travel: Reading Yahya Tahir ~Alahis

The Neckband and the Bracelet as Sirah” at the faerCom-
parative Literature Association annual meeting iprilA Like

al%'any of her colleagues in areas relating to Islamd/@ the

Middle East, she was called upon since Septembéo Jecture
on Islam to various audiences, including studdatslty and K-
12 teachers and administrators. Also in April sfiteoduced and
rI]ed a discussion of the Algerian documentary “A B@nCabbie
in Sidi Bel-Abbes” at the UNC conference on “Womnléaices
in the Franco-Arabic World.”

Gang Yuegave several invited lectures in the U.S. andhimg&,

including one at the National Endowment for the Hnities

regional seminar in Nashville on authorities ant-aathorities

in Asian traditions, April 2002. He has been ingit® join two

editorial boards in China, one for the new intdllat journal

Horizonsand another for a new series of novels publishethey
renowned Writers’ Publishing House in Beijing. Tlsismmer,
he will serve as resident director of our new Asidtud-

ies/Honors Summer Beijing Program (see Study Abraxdidle

on page 2), taking fifteen students for a two-mamtbgram of
intensive studies and supervising the undergraduagearch
seminar “Mornings and Evenings in Beijing,” whichdesigned
to encourage students to integrate research win itidividual

interests and daily life experiences in the ancoapital.

Affiliated Faculty News

Carl Ernst (Religious Studies) presented a series of lectilnies
spring on Islam, including “Teaching the Middle Easd Is-
lam,” at the North Carolina Social Studies Confeeenin

Greensboro; “Islam in the Eyes of the West: ClasRiwiliza-

tions or Dialog?” at the College of Charleston; ténstanding
Islam: Religion and Civilization in the Modern Warl’ and
“Ethics, Philosophy, and Politics: How are theyatsic?” in the
Debating Civilizations lecture series, Center fbe tStudy of
Muslim Networks, Duke University; and “ResponsesStaptem-
ber 11: Religion and Public Policy,” at the Americaociety for
the Study of Religion meeting in Cambridge, MA.



Judith Farquhar (Anthropology) received a three-year Interna-again serve as enrichment lecturer for the UNC @rdumni
tional Collaborative Research Grant from the WerBmn  Association tour to China; in conjunction with thep, he gave
Foundation for Anthropological Research to undextedsearch a Passport Lecture in April to tour participantsl ather alumni
on self-cultivation yang shenpgand personal health habits in on “Christian Missions and Modern China.”

contemporary Beijing in collaboration with Professéhang  charles Kurzman’s (Sociology) research on Islam placed him
Qicheng of the Cultural Studies Program at theiBgilJniver-  gomewhat in the public eye after September 11. d\lavith
sity of Chinese Medicine. Her ethnography of comerary  giher colleagues from UNC-CH, he spoke at numemulsic
Chinese popular culture and mediciAgpetites: Food And Sex gyents on campus and in the community, appearetieotocal
In_Post-SociaIist ChinaNas published by Duke University .Press public radio station, and wrote an op-ed piecehia Raleigh
this year. Along with James Hevia (History), GangeY(Asian  News & ObserverHe also published an article on contemporary
Studies), and Raymond Farrow (Development Offist has |siamic debates in Iran for tHaternational Journal of Politics,
begun organizing a multidisciplinary research, exde, and cyjture, and Sociefyand an article on democracy’s effect on
teaching initiative in association with the Chineseademy of  economic growth for the journ&tudies in Comparative Inter-
Social Sciences, called “Beijing's Olympic Decade.” national DevelopmenHe won a small grant from the American
Gail Henderson (Social Medicine) was one of the instructors in Sociological Association and was selected as aviedit the In-

a five-day workshop on Research Ethics held in iBgijin  stitute for Advanced Study in Princeton for 20020

March 2002 at the China CDC (formerly the AcaderfifPre-  jjan Life (English) serves as Undergraduate Grant Coordinato
ventive Medicine) National Center for AIDS Prevenmtiand 4t UNC-CH for the North Carolina Center for SouthiaStud-
Control. Funded by the NIH, Ford, and the China CPatici-  jes a U.S. Department of Education funded NatidResource
pants were AIDS researchers from each of Chinasipees. Center, and a member of the Executive CommittethefTrian-
James Hevia(History) published two articles: “Rulership and gle South Asia Consortium. In March, he lectured“8ecenes
Tibetan Buddhism in Eighteenth Century China: Cimgperors, and Typeof India—with a difference: Picture Postcards by M.
Lamas and Audience Rituals” in an edited voluviedieval V. Dhurandhar,” at the annual conference of thelegel Art
and Early Modern Rituals: Formalized Behavior iretRast and  Association in Chicago; an expanded version of ldndsure was
West and “World Heritage, National Culture and the Restion  published inVisual Resources: An International Journal of
of Chengde” in a special issue of Documentation(Winter 2001). At the annual conference of the
the journal Positions East Asia Victorians Institute, held on campus in October,ldeured on
Cultures Critiqueentitled Chinese  “Discreet Despotism: Early Picture Postcards ofBhiésh Raj.”

Popular Culture and the Stateln  pon Nonini (Anthropology) published a chapter, “Diaspora
June 2001, he gave an invited pa-chinese in the Asia Pacific: Transnational Prastiaad Struc-
per on “Looting and its yred Inequalities,” inChinese Populations in Contemporary
Discontents: Moral Discourse and goytheast Asian Societies: Regional Interdependandelnter-
the Plundering Beijing 1900-1901" national InfluenceCurzon Press, 2002). He edited and wrote the
at an |International Conference jntroduction to a special issue, “Thematic IssugariEnational
marking the 10@ Anniversary of | apor Migration in the Asia/Pacific/Indian OceandRe,” of

the Boxer Uprising, at the School critical Asian StudiesJanuary-March, 2002. He received an
for Oriental and African Studies, Asjan Studies Faculty Travel Fellowship to visingapore to
London. He served for a second ¢ojlect materials for a First-Year Seminar in Sgriz003 and to

year on the John K. Fairbank Prize nqate research on the Chinese diaspora in Maléysi forth-
Committee of the American His- coming book.

torical Association and will be its
chair next year. He continues as chair of the €ulwim in In-
ternational and Area Studies, associate editoPaditions a
member of the editorial committee Glilture Studiesand of the
advisory committee for the journiiner Asia(Cambridge Uni-
versity).

James PeacocKAnthropology) continued to serve as director of
the University Center of International Studies.e&¥ised edition
of The Anthropological LengCambridge) was published. He
also published several essays: “Belief Beheld” Wraversity of
Michigan festschrift to Roy Rapapport that broachessies in

) ) ) the anthropology of religion; “Action Comparativisnin a
Norris Johnson (Anthropology) published an article, “Gardens Routledge volume that links globalism, the compaeamethod,

Penland (NC) School of Crafts last August and gseeeral interplay of place and globalism.

talks on Japanese gardens while there. In Janbargctured on
“Religion and Nature in Japan” at the Carolina Eormental

Program, and in February he lectured on JapareaExiecutive ; . . ) .
o g ) University of Singapore last MayKbthong Nanging Kebak
Training Program of UNC’s Kenan-Flagler School afsBhess. Empty Yet Full: Some Thoughts on Embodiment in

Lawrence Kes_sler(History)_ retired from UNC after thirty-six performance” at Cornell University in November; afithe
years of teaching and service. Last October heepted a work- Enigma of Sameness: The Search for FornGiimingan for
shop on “Foundations of Chinese Civilization,” feecondary  od-Style Javanes@ayang at Wesleyan University in April.
school teachers participating in the N.C. Teackiag Network  ghe |ed the inaugural performance@dimelanNyai Saraswati
seminar. In January, he acted as chair and comioerda a i UNC in January (see article on page 7), and @ésticipated

in the United States,” at the Southeastern Conéeraf the As-  \yesleyan.

sociation for Asian Studies in Chattanooga. NeXt fae will
4

Sarah Weiss(Music) presented three invited talks this pastrye
“Gender, Mode, and Knowledge in Central Java” atNtational



Luce Scholars Program

Kelley Vance, a Morehead Scholar and recent UNGiugte,
received a prestigious Luce Scholarship for 200@32&he is
the twenty-second student nominated by UNC to barded this
honor since the program began in 1974.

The Luce Scholars program offers a select groupyaoeing
Americans—only eighteen are chosen annually—an resquee
in Asia designed both to broaden their professipeaspectives
and to sharpen their perceptions of Asia, of Anzriand of
themselves. It represents a major effort by the riddruce
Foundation to provide an awareness of Asia amon@ri@'s
potential future leaders, whose broadened insigbtéd have a
significant impact on America’s future relationsthviAsia, and
on our own cultural, intellectual, and politicaidéopment.

The program is uniqgue among American-Asian excharige
that it is intended for young leaders who have hadxtensive
prior experience of Asia and who might not otheenigve an
opportunity in the normal course of their careerscbme to
know Asia or their Asian counterparts. Despite riteme, the
Luce Scholars program is experiential rather theadamic in
nature. Participants are not formally enrolled icolege or uni-
versity and they earn no academic credit. Rathesy tindertake
a ten-month internship of work and study arranged dach
Scholar on the basis of his or her specific interdeackground,
qualifications, and experience.

Ms. Vance will spend the coming year learning alicadi-
tional medicinal practices in Taiwan, and then wiitoll in
UNC's School of Medicine in the fall of 2003 withraullerton
Medical Scholarship that supports four years ofig@dchool.

Asian Studies Senior Colloquium
For the past few years, the Curriculum in Asiand&s and the
Office of Undergraduate Research has sponsoredsiam Atud-
ies Senior Colloquium, where we celebrate the aements of
students from various disciplines who have undemakonors
work or special research projects on an Asian stibfeor these
students, it is an opportunity to synthesize thesearch and to
communicate their findings with faculty and student

This year, six students made brief reports on thesearch
projects (their advisors are listed in parenthedesjin Brown,
International Studies, “Danwei: Life in the Chinéskrk Unit”
(Gang Yue, Asian Studieslikatherine Thornton, International
Studies, “Wo Shou Xie Wo Kou: Language Reform inemt
eth Century China” (Wendan Li, Asian Studie®atherine
Andrews,
World War IlI: Attitudes Towards the War” (Miles Fider, His-

tory); Justin Biggers Asian Studies/Religious Studies, “The

Evolution of Japanese History Textbooks: Diversityd Uni-
formity” (Miles Fletcher, History);Benjamin Lawson, Asian

Studies/International Studies, “Common Elementslapanese
Post-Occupation Motion Picture Depictions of WoWar 11"

(James White, Political Sciencdlin T. Nguyen, International
Studies, “The Dust of Life: The Journey to Undamsta/iet-

namese Street Children and Society’s Ambivalenttugte to-
wards Them” (Melinda Meade, Geography).

Chinese Speech Contest

For a number of years, students in all levels ah€e language
classes at UNC have participated in and won piizéise annual
Chinese speech contest held at Duke Universitychwttie Cur-
riculum in Asian Studies co-sponsors. This yeagheiUNC

International Studies, “Japanese Society Durin

students participated, and three received priz€srike in the
first-year level andStand & prizes in the third-year level.

In addition, our students frequently perform in dorskits
written by members of the Chinese staff. This y&ar students
from 4th semester Chinese performed a ten-minutecaled
“Lihun Shouxu” (The Formalities of Divorce), writieby Eric
Henry, that satirizes lawyers who are willing to do aay any-
thing to win fat awards for their clients (and trsatves). Profes-
sor Henry based the skit on a Viethamese musiovide

This year’s skit was the first on a contemporargnte. The
previous four skits, whose authors have includedfésor
Wendan Li and several teaching assistants as well as Professo
Henry, were all comic versions of traditional Chieemyths and
historical legends. The first described Chang Highf to the
moon and her theft of the elixir of immortality;etlsecond por-
trayed the two old brothers Bo Yi and Shu Qi, whghteously
refused to “eat the grain of Zhou” after King Wu#tiou over-
threw the Shang dynasty; the third traced Yu thea®s career
as a hydraulic engineer, and the fourth told of Bars creation
of the universe and Nu Wa's creation of humankind.

These skits have been very well received by théeagds at
Duke. On several occasions, representatives frenT giwan
cultural center in Atlanta who attended the conteshmended
UNC'’s Chinese language program for its presentation

Buddhist Art and Ritual Exhibit

The Ackland Art Museum at UNC in February 2001 gk
two-year exhibit on “Buddhist art and Ritual in Né@nd Ti-
bet.” For this installation, the Ackland borrowedenty paint-
ings, sculptures and other sacred objects from omsewith
significant collections of Himalayan Art. The exitilwill close
in February 2003.

The exhibit conveys the way art functions in aitiadal Tan-
tric Buddhist altar, and it suggests the integratid art and rit-
ual that is fundamental to understanding the tr@ammngs of
these objects as part of living cultural traditioAs a context-
oriented approach to the presentation of art, #eb#& comple-
ments the chronological and stylistic display ofntiag and
sculpture in the Ackland’s Yager Gallery of Asiant.A

In  conjunction with
the exhibit, two Tibetan
monks from a monastery
in Ithaca, New York,
constructed a five-and-a-

alf foot Medicine Bud-
dha sandmandala (see
illustration to right) in
the Yager Gallery during
February-March 2001. In
June, the monks disman-
tled themandalaand led
a procession down Air-
port Road in Chapel Hill
to Bolin Creek, where they deposited the sand éndineam, a
process that symbolizes the transience of life tiedideal of
non-attachment to the material world.

First-Year Seminars on Asia

In 1999, UNC inaugurated the innovative First-Y&aminars
program, whereby every entering student has thertypty to
enroll in small interdisciplinary seminars offerday distin-
guished faculty members. Through the program stisdexplore



a range of issues in small groups of not more thhgmty each.
Since the program’s inception, faculty membersh Curricu-
lum of Asian Studies have offered first year semsna

This year, Professalan Bardsley offered “Geisha in History,
Fiction and Fantasy.” The course explored the imriahip be-

eral locales in Japan in June 2001 and generousgiyosted by
grants from the Japan Foundation, the Carolina &r&ciences
Foundation, and the Curriculum in International a#vda Stud-
ies.Women in Japawill be screened in fall 2002.

tween gender, beauty and national identity by Inogkat the
Japanese women of the pleasure quarters knownisgtsag®e-
sides reading fiction, travel diaries, historicaldalegal texts
about geisha, students in the seminar also paatmibin work-
shops that actively involved them in learning sacts as the tea
ceremony and ikebana. As part of their course wetlidents
also mounted a public exhibit about geisha at tle&lad Art
Museum in Chapel Hill. One of Bardsley’'s previousrsnars,
“The American Life of Japanese Women,” looked aages of
Japanese women in American pop fiction and film.

About her experiences teaching in the First-YeamiSars
program, which last year earned her the J. CarBjtéerson

Friends of Asian Studies
We wish to thank the following individuals who haveade
gifts to Asian Studies since July 2000:

Daniel Aldrich Sue-Jin Lee McCoy
Bonnie Bechard Trenton McDevitt
Aaron Gray Jennifer Manning

C. Smithson Mills
Barbara Peterson
Charlotte Purrington

Sidney Rittenberg
Sharon Rees Waite

Katsuko Hotelling
Lawrence Kessler
Insup Lee

David Liu

Eleanor Long-Wilgus

Freshman Teaching Award, Professor Bardsley saidhese
seminars offer a wonderful opportunity for professto work
closely with brand new Carolina students. The pogencour-
ages unusual topics, hands-on learning, and stugsetrch. |
believe this environment introduces students tove lof learn-
ing that takes them beyond the syllabus. What istimspiring
is seeing the students engage in designing andutngctheir
own research or creative projects. | leave lotsoofn for them
to experiment, to blend various media, and to engptbeir top-
ics on their own, with my help and with the helptlodir peers.”
ProfessorShantanu Phukan offered a seminar in 2002 on

“Lovers and Beloveds: East and West.” The courseiged an
overview of literary conventions of both homosexaadl hetero-
sexual love in three different cultural landscapekassical
Greece, medieval Persia and India, and modern Eusm
North America. Through a variety of readings corsgdi of both
prose and verse, the class explored the ethidseofeationship
between the lover and the beloved as defined ih eadhese
cultural contexts. At the end of the semester, dbminar stu-
dents prepared a panel presentation of these idsues high
school audience. Professor Phukan described thsedliberat-
ing” because it “offered him latitude to considetopic cross-
culturally and comparatively.”

Film on Japanese Women Produced

Women of Japan: Memories of the Past, Dreams ®@iFiliture

a documentary film by Carolina professdi@anne Hershfield

(Communication Studies) andan Bardsley (Asian Studies),
introduces viewers to six women who are makingfiedince in
Japan and abroad by actively engaging with othkur@s. One
of the women featured is Profes®yuko Kubota (Asian Stud-

ies/Education), who among other

things is a specialist in multicultural

education. Professor Kubota was

filmed for this project in both her

Three Asian Film Series Presented

One series, organized Bhantanu Phukan(Asian Studies) and
Godfrey Cheshirg the noted film critic forThe Village Voice
and The Independentpresented three of the most celebrated
films in Iranian history. Jafar PanahiBhe Mirror (1998) is
about a girl who refuses a role thrust on her évabiathe soci-
ety in which she must live. Mohsen Makhmalba@Gabbeh
(1996), the word for an intricate and colorful catypbecomes a
metaphor for an epic love story. Abbas Kiarostarfiilese-Up
(1990), about a man’s need for social esteem aodgretion,
was voted one of the five greatest films of thes'®y an interna-
tional jury of film programmers. Cheshire was thrstfU.S. film
critic allowed into Iran after the country’s 1978volution. He
opened the series with a discussion of trendsanidn cinema
and also briefly introduced each film and moderaegluestion
and answer session afterwards. Professor Phukaarkedthat
he hoped the film showings and discussion would Kenthe
community aware of the rich culture and historyraf.”

A second series explored South Asian cinema amadb cul-
tural production in which women and diasporic atdqulayed a
major role. The fourteen films ranged in contendnir the
women’s question in 19th century Bengal (SatyagyR Devi),
to the traumatic migrations of the Indian subcaani's Partition
(Deepa Mehta’s 194Farth), to contemporary films set in upper
middle-class New Delhi (Mira Nair'$lonsoon Weddingand
amongst South Asian immigrants in New Jersey (NiGlaaa-
tra’s Chutney Popcorfn This series was organized Rashmi
Varma (English) in conjunction with her course on “Women
Writing South Asia” and another course taught by uender-
graduate cultural studies maj@urba Chattaraj, “Visual Cul-
ture in the South Asian Diaspora” as part of th&t@x (Stu-
dents Teaching Students) program. Support came BdI€'s
Office of Distinguished Scholarships and the NC t€erfor
South Asian Studies.

native Ueda and at UNC. Other
women in the film include a

painter, a community organizer, an
NGO leader, and foreign laborers
living in Japan. The film shows
how becoming a global citizen has
profoundly affected each woman
influencing her public life, her per-
sonal choices, and her sense of
identity. The film was shot in sev-
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Finally, an all-day Asian Documentary Film Festiaban-
ized by Pika Ghosh (Art/Asian Studies) featured filmmaker
Sandeep Ray’s acclaimed documentaries on Indidralmhesia,
“Leaving Bakul Bagan,” “Miyah: The Life of a Javasw®e
Woman,” “A Trial in East Kalimantan: The Benoaq BayRe-
sistance,” and other of his works in progress. Ray attended
' the festival to introduce and discuss the filmse Tibm festival
was sponsored by the Visual Media Lecture SeriethefNC
Center for South Asian Studies.



Arabic Program

The Curriculum in Asian Studies offers languageritgion in
Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Hindi-Urdu, Japanese,dtar, Tamil
and Vietnamese. In this issue, we highlight thebf&rarogram.
The following Arabic script reads, “Ahlan wa Sahlaand
means “Hello” or “Welcome”.

Arabic language and culture have been taught oargatime
basis at Carolina since the late 1950s. In 2008, Gollege
moved Arabic instruction to Asian Studies and hirRrdfessor
Nadia Yaqub to teach Arabic language and literature. In 200,
ProfessoiSahar Amer moved from the Department of Romanc
Languages (where she had been teaching medievattrlicera-
ture since 1994, and Arabic since Fall 1997) tmAsstudies.

Professor Yaqub, a UC-Berkeley graduate, speclizeral
Arabic literature, folklore, modern Arabic literagy and linguis-
tics. She is currently working on a study of Lelsmeral poetry
and its role in identity formation. Professor Amargraduate of
Yale, is a specialist in medieval French literatared in the
cross-cultural relations between France and theb@talamic
world in the Middle Ages and throughout the cemsriShe is
working on her second book, which deals with repnéstions of
gender and sexualities in medieval French and Ariteratures.

Having two full-time instructors of Arabic allowhe& Curricu-
lum to offer three levels of Arabic language cosrsach semes-
ter on a regular basis, as well as scheduling esuos Arabic
culture and literature. The latter will include Brroduction to
Arab culture, two courses on Arabic literaturergmslation cov-
ering the classical and modern periods, cross+@ilencounters
between Europe and the Arabo-Islamic world, andesgnta-
tions of the Arabs in European literatures.

Enrollments in the Arabic program have shown adsteand
pronounced increase. Whereas only about 15 studantfied in
Arabic classes in 1967-68, an average of 54 stedamblled per
year between 1987 and 1997, and this year aboutsti@&nts
are enrolled in Arabic language and culture cour$és Cur-
riculum offers an Arabic minor and in the futureples to de-
velop an interdisciplinary major in Arabic cultusgldies, where
students will acquire language proficiency and wélect from a
wide variety of courses on the Arab world and Islam

Professors Amer and Yaqub have worked togetheurtbér
develop the Arabic program through extra-curricldativities
and through partnerships with their counterparBudte Univer-
sity. Activities on the UNC campus included a birtidy coffee
hour (funded by the Johnston Center for Undergrid&xcel-
lence), a book reading by two local novelists wits to the
Arab World, and a conference on “Women Voices & fnanco-
Arabic World Today.”

Many cooperative programs with Duke have been dzgdn
In one such project, all Arabic language studentstte two
campuses produced Arabic language videos as arofetatm
project, corresponded with each other, and finglyhered to-
gether for dinner at the end of the semester talwaach other’s
videos. Also, students from both programs met alCUlr an
iftar dinner, the breaking of the fast at sundown duiRagma-
dan, the Muslim month of fasting. These and otheiviies
have been funded with a grant from the Robertsdtalarative

7

Fund (set up to facilitate academic collaboratietween UNC
and Duke). Next year, UNC and Duke hope to offedthear
Arabic collaboratively, with classes on each campuos day a
week. Joint offering of advanced courses will maxamour re-
sources and enable faculty on each campus to affedditional
course each year.

A1

Spotlight on Alumnae

Amy Woods Brinkley graduated from Carolina in 1978
with a major in Asian Studies even before the distaiment
of the Curriculum in Asian Studies, which came &79.
Like other undergraduates interested in Asia at timae,
she crafted together a special program under this a& In-
terdisciplinary Studies.

Brinkley is the descendant of Presbyterian misgiesao
China. Her great-grandparents met in China, whieeevgas
a doctor and he was a minister, and married thEneir
daughter, born in China, also met and married sionsry
there. When the Depression hit and war in Chinavelro
many missionaries out of the field, Brinkley’s asitgs re-
turned to Virginia and North Carolina where shengtgp.

After graduation from Carolina, Brinkley joined NG&N
(now Bank of America), and spent some time in HEogg
working in International Banking. She then workesl a
commercial banker in Greensboro. In 1993 she bedwad
of marketing for the bank. In 1999 she was promdted
President of Consumer Products, in which capatigylsad
responsibility for 33,000 employees in various hass in-
cluding credit card, mortgage, consumer financgyriance,
and electronic banking. Most recently Brinkley wesmed
Chief Risk Officer for Bank of America where shecosees
global credit, market, and operational risks fa& tompany.

Gamelan Ensemble Housed at UNC
A highlight of the musical scene in Chapel Hillghpast year
was the arrival of Gamelan Nyai Sartaswati, an mhée of
nearly seventy bronze instruments, after a threetimeea jour-
ney from Central Java. The purchase and shippinipefgam-
elan was accomplished thanks to the generous suppdavid
Pardue, a musician and member of the UNC Boardraft&es,
and his wife Becky, the College of Arts and Sciencand the
University Center for International Studies (UCIS).

Sarah Weiss(Music), a specialist in
Indonesian music and particularly
gamelan, was responsible for locating
the ensemble, preparing the instru-
ments for playing, and training a
group of local amateurs in their use.
Under her direction, the group per-
formed an informal concert for friends
and the Board of UCIS in June 2001
and public concerts in December at the
Chapel Hill Museum and in January at
Hill Hall on campus. For the last per-
formance, the group invited seven
professional musicians to join them,
including Midiyanto Putra, the former
owner of the gamelan.

“Gamel” in Javanese means “to hammer.” Most ofitisru-
ments in the ensemble are sounded by hammeringttorgh




with the exception of the flute and two stringedtioments—a
bowed fiddle and a plucked zither. The drummer toedfiddle
player are the leaders of the group, one detergimielodic
transitions and the other determining rhythmic $iaons, but no
single person “conducts"—the musicians rely on rtheider-
standing of what is “usual” in any piece in ordemptay together
properly.

The music is cyclic, and each cycle is repeatedrgpianned
number of times. The length of individual cyclesga from 30
seconds to 20 minutes, and a single piece majolagér than an
hour, rivaling a Mahler or Beethoven Symphony inmte of
complexity and duration. Western musicians who tgzanelan
often compare it to the experience of listeningséveral, in-
credibly good jazz solo players improvising togetheeople
without musical training often focus on the melldusness of
the sound, the soothing, meditative quality of saie music.

Two Major Gifts (continued from front page

In pledging his gift, Mr. Gardner, who chairs UN@gvisory
Board for International and Area Studies, explajri¢dad the
great fortune of learning about the world first iaMany UNC
students never have that opportunity. This gifdésigned to
help UNC students shorten their learning curverdarnational
affairs so they can compete more effectively inl@ébgl econ-
omy. It also aims to help the entire university coumity think
critically about pressing global issues that weefaray.”

Gardner, a Durham native, was the founder of Ongdtanc.
(later acquired by Siebel Systems), a providerasfsalting and
training services for sales and marketing orgaitpat and more

Curriculum in Asian Studies
CB# 3267, Alumni Building

University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3267

recently of Fulcrum Ventures, a venture capitahfthat invests
in early stage technology and health-care companies

The Freeman Foundation gift extends over a four-peaod,
beginning in 2002. It will fund two new positions Chinese and
Japanese language and literature, course developgnants,
faculty travel support, a distinguished visitorsognam, aca-
demic enrichment programs, two new study abroadrpros in
Asia, scholarships for students on Asia programs, the pur-
chase of library materials.

With the Freeman grant and with additional supfamn the
College of Arts and Sciences, UNC will establisiCenter for
Asian Studies that will become the focal point floe vastly in-
creased Asia-related activity we envision. A seascbnderway
for a full-time Center director who will be respdne for im-
plementing the expanding Asian Studies progranhénGollege
and forge links with other schools at the univgrsit

Study abroad activities will be significantly expked with
support for new summer programs in Beijing and Kydh ad-
dition, many more UNC undergraduates will have apartu-
nity to participate in already established program#sia with
the offering of merit and need-based scholarships.

The Alston Gardner and Freeman Foundation gift$ lp
UNC build a nationally prominent program in Asiatudes,
make an international experience a central parthef under-
graduate curriculum and provide the state of N@ainolina with
a valuable resource for understanding a complexvaabtregion
of the world.



