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Course Description

This year Europe celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome establishing the European Community, the predecessor to today’s European Union (EU). This organization has played a central part in Europe’s political and economic development since the end of World War II. What started out as an attempt to avoid the devastation and horrors of war now constitutes one of the most complex and intriguing political systems in the world.

In the decades since the signing of the Treaty of Rome, the process of European integration has transformed the nation states of Europe into the member states of the EU.  To date, twenty-seven European countries have agreed to pool their sovereignty to a historically unprecedented degree, creating an “ever closer Union” on the continent. But the process of integration remains in flux, making the EU very much a moving target for those who seek to study it and evaluate its successes and failures.  As complex and elusive as it may be, our comprehension of this organization is nevertheless paramount, for our grasp of the EU is central to our understanding the Europe’s recent past, present, and future.

European integration was – and remains – deeply contested. And it is against this backdrop of contestation that we will consider the following questions: Why would a number of independent and, in some cases, historically antagonistic countries decide to join forces if this meant giving up much of their national sovereignty? What motivated political leaders at different stages to push for deeper and/or wider integration?  What is gained and what is lost in this process? What does the EU look like, and how does it work? What are its achievements and limitations? How can we understand the changing mix of supranational and intergovernmental characteristics? What is the role of the EU in the world today, and what will it be in years to come?

The course consists of four parts. First, we will seek to understand the historical background against which the EU was created. Second, we will examine the evolution of the EU over time. Third, we will investigate the way in which the EU is organized (i.e. its institutional structure), as well as its policies, its political economy, its relationship with the member states, and its role in international politics. Finally, throughout the semester we will explore various theories that seek to explain the integration process and outline different “visions for Europe.”

This class will be taught simultaneously at two campuses—UNC Chapel Hill and UNC Charlotte – via teleconferencing technology. Each class meeting will consist of a combination of lecture and open discussion.  In addition to the secondary source literature, we will draw on various primary source texts (speeches, EU documents, etc) as well as audio-visual aids (images, interview clips, etc).

If you have any questions or would like any further information about the course, please feel free to contact me via email at eedwards@email.unc.edu. 
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