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UNC Workshop Series 

Gender, Politics, and Culture in Europe and Beyond 

Fourth Workshop

Call for Papers – New Deadline

GENDER, EXPERIENCE, AND MEMORY, 18th-20th CENTURIES 

A Transatlantic Graduate Workshop

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Johnston Center

Wednesday, May 16, 2007

Conveners:

· Curriculum in Women’s Studies 

· Center for European Studies 

· Center for Slavic, Eurasian, and East European Studies 

· Department of History

of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

and the 

· Department of History of Duke University 


in co-operation with:

· The University of York, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies

· Free University of Berlin, Berlin School for Comparative European History (BKVGE)

· Technical University of Berlin, Center for French Studies

Aims and Agenda:

This one-day workshop is designed to bring together graduate and recent postdoctoral students from Britain, Germany, and the United States to discuss the themes of memory and experience in their recent research on eighteenth till twentieth century European, Caribbean, Latin American and North American history. All presented papers should include gender as one important category of analysis.

The workshop will take place with the co-operation of two academic institutions in Germany (FU Berlin, BKVGE; TU Berlin, Centre for French Studies), one institution in Britain (The University of York, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies) and the History Departments of Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Students from these institutions and the wider Triangle Region working on East or West European, Caribbean, Latin American or North American history in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries will be invited to present papers. We welcome not only papers by graduate students in history, but also by graduate students in literature and art history who are working in these areas.

The themes of this workshop will complement the subsequent international conference, "Gender, War, and Politics: Wars of Revolution and Liberation - Transatlantic Comparisons, 1775 – 1815," which will take place at the UNC Center for Arts and Humanities from 17-19 May 2007.  The workshop will thus provide a crucial link between ongoing research at the senior level and the emerging interests and work of graduate students.

The main aim of the workshop is to develop a transatlantic debate about recent approaches and research in the field of the history of experiences and memories and discuss the role of gender in this research. The workshop should therefore not only sharpen the awareness of differences in the theoretical conceptualisation of terms like Erfahrung, experience, expérience, Gedächtnis, memory, mémoire. It should also help (post)graduate students to integrate the gender dimension more systematically in their research.

The theories and methods of the history of experience and memory are intensively discussed interdisciplinary fields. Widely varying approaches have emerged from different national academic cultures and disciplines, each utilizing its own set of terms and meanings. One of the best known approaches to the history of memory is the concept of lieux de mémoire introduced in the 1980s by the French historian Pierre Nora. This concept defines a crystallisation point, a narrative abbreviation of the ”collective memory”, which migrated rapidly from its discipline and place of origin to other disciplines and areas. Pierre Nora’s work is based on the concept of ”collective memory” developed in the 1930s and 1940s by the French sociologist Maurice Halbwachs. For him all collectives have their roots in the past. They need a shared collective memory that helps to create an identity for the past, present and future. Forty years later the German cultural theorists Aleida and Jan Assmann have proposed a further development of this concept. They have suggested differentiating between ”communicative” and ”cultural memory”. The former is defined as the kind of memory that is based on communication in everyday life, and reaches at best back three generations (one saeculum). In cultural memory the remembered becomes part of ‘the culture’ and thereby more and more codified, structured and hierarchical. An Anglophone approach to the history of experience and memory is the concept of the “invention of tradition” proposed in the early eighties by the British historians Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger. They emphasized that all traditions (and thereby the cultural memory of a society or group) are historically constructed. This means that they are permanently changed and reinvented by the ‘porters of tradition’ (individuals, groups or institutions). The traditions that they invent and develop influence not only the perception and experience of the present but also its memory in the future. 

     While these approaches have engendered much academic debate and informed a great deal of research, very little discussion has thus far considered their relationship to gender. This will therefore be a main focus of the workshop, as we discuss current (post)graduate projects and consider the ways in which they help us understand the gender dimension of these fields.  

     Further important aims of the (post)graduate workshop are: 

· to promote gender history as an important and interesting field of research in East and West European, Caribbean, Latin American and North American history; 

· to promote comparative and trans-national research that systematically includes the gender dimension;

· to develop further the theoretical and methodological debates in this field.

Planned Format or the Workshop: 


The workshop will consist of a panel format, with a maximum of four panels and four participants on each panel. 

All papers will be submitted three weeks before the workshop and presented on a website available only to the participants. It is expected that all participants read the papers in advance. The papers should not be longer than 7000 words including notes. Each participant will present the paper in the workshop, but the presentation should not be longer than 15 minutes. Senior scholars from both sides of the Atlantic will provide a ten-minute commentary on the papers of each panel. At the end of the workshop, senior scholars will present comments that will provide an overarching methodological commentary on the workshop proceedings. The aim of this format is to facilitate helpful feedback and generate discussion of the broader themes.

Commentators for the panels:

· Dr. Peter Filene (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of History) 

· Dr. Alan Forest (University of York, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies) 

· Dr. Jocelyn Olcott (Duke University, Department of History) 

· HD Dr. Ute Planert (University of Tubingen, Department of History) 

Commentators for the final comments:

· Dr. Jane Rendall (University of York, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies) 

· Dr. Ruth Leiserowitz (FU Berlin, Berlin School for Comparative European History) 

All paper presenters and commentators of the workshop will be invited to attend the subsequent international conference.

Graduate students and faculty from area research universities will be welcome to participate in the workshop, but the number of participants will be limited to 30.

A lunch buffet and coffee, tea, beverages and cookies for the coffee breaks will be provided.

Call for Papers:

Submissions by (post)graduate students of the Research Triangle in any field, treating East or West European, Caribbean, Latin American, or North American history in the eighteenth and nineteenth century, will be welcome. We welcome not only papers by graduate students in history, but also by graduate students in literature and art history who work on this subject.

The proposal of the paper should not be longer than 350 words. The enclosed biographical sketch should not be longer than 2 pages.
The new deadline for submission of a proposal will be March 24, 2006. 

Please send the proposal to J. Laurence Hare, Jr, email: hare@email.unc.edu

Results:

Following the workshop, the organizers will post a report on the proceedings to various list-serves of interest to gender scholars, including the H-Net network, and on the workshop website.  

Organizers:

· Dr. Dirk Bonker (Duke University)

· Dr. Chad Bryant (UNC at Chapel Hill)

· Dr. Karen Hagemann (UNC at Chapel Hill 

· J. Laurence Hare, Jr., cand. phil. (UNC at Chapel Hill) 

· Dr. Jocelyn Olcott (Duke University) 

· Dr. Ruth Leiserowitz (FU Berlin, Berlin School for Comparative European History) 

In cooperation with:

· Kathryn Goforth, M.A. (UNC at Chapel Hill)

· Kristen Lacefield, M.A. (UNC at Chapel Hill

· Michael Mulvey, M.A. (UNC at Chapel Hill)
· Sarah Summers (UNC at Chapel Hill)

For further information please contact:

J. Laurence Hare, Jr.

Ph.D. candidate

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

History Department

Email: hare@email.unc.edu

URL: http://www.unc.edu/~hare




January 22, 2006


