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BMW Center for German and European Studies

Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service

CALL FOR PAPERS

11th Annual Graduate Student Conference

“Rebels and Critics: Assessing Fifty Years
of European Integration”

February 2 - 3, 2007

Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.

In the fifty years since the treaty of Rome laid the foundation for the European Economic Community, the merits and benefits of the European Project have been thoroughly discussed.  While important, another vital part of the scholarly debate constitutes the vocal and dynamic criticism of the European norms, laws, and prospects.  This conference seeks to probe how these skeptics both hinder and benefit European Integration.  The international uniqueness of the European Union has generated passionate discussions of multiple issues facing today’s Europe that demand consideration for the European project to advance.  How Europe deals with these marginalized and disaffected groups will, in many ways, leave a lasting imprint on the contemporary continent.
This conference seeks to address these questions from multiple disciplines in the social sciences:
· Economists may wish to consider how the European Union challenges traditional national economic concepts or to assess the perspective of critics of the single market.
· Political scientists, in addition to a further examination of the euroskeptic phenomenon, could investigate how interest groups challenge the democratic deficit or affect Europe’s international voice.

· Cultural theorists might consider the reaction of national cultures to the new European system and how these debates shape the emergence of a pan-European culture.

· Historians could look at how the legacy of disaffection with the status quo drove Europe into the direction of integration and how the historical integration process has dealt with its critics.

Abstracts Submission Deadline: E-mail by November 15, 2006
Abstracts should be 300-500 words (1-1.5 pages) in length and will be accepted only via email; please include a curriculum vitae with your submission. Participation is limited to Master’s and Doctoral students currently enrolled in degree-granting programs. A limited number of travel grants are available.
Please send submissions and direct questions to: 
cgesgradconference@georgetown.edu

