
  

 

Spring 2009 Newsletter 

 

 

In this issue of the CIAS newsletter, we say goodbye to our Chair Adam Versényi and welcome our new 
Chair Andrew Reynolds. 

 

 

 

A Note From The Outgoing CIAS Chair 

I come to the end of my term as Chair of the 
Curriculum in International and Area Studies 
with a sense of pride in the accomplishments of 
our students, faculty, and staff.  In the past five 
years the Curriculum has grown almost three-
fold in terms of the number of majors, 
demonstrating the growing importance of 
global and international studies in our 
constantly evolving world. 

To meet that growth in majors, we have added 
a number of strong professors to our joint 
faculty ranks, and developed several new 
courses specifically designed for our majors.  
We are currently in the process of developing an 
MA in Global Studies to extend the reach of 
CIAS both for students and the University at 
large.  Once approved it will be one of a handful 
of programs worldwide.   

In the past five years we have moved our 
facilities from a handful of offices over the 
grease traps for the Carolina Coffee Shop on 

Porthole Alley, to beautiful spaces in the FedEx 
Global Education Center where we have 
continued to strengthen our relationships with 
the Title VI area research centers in the 
building, the Center for Global Initiatives, and 
with the Study Abroad Office, both heavily 
utilized by our majors.   

Given the resource constraints that come from 
our status as a curriculum, CIAS has 
accomplished a great deal.  While I will no 
longer be Chair, I intend to remain engaged 
with CIAS and, since the past is only prologue, 
expect to see the Curriculum develop into an 
even stronger entity than it is now under the 
capable leadership of the new Chair, Andrew 
Reynolds.   

I thank you all for all of your support over the 
course of my term and best wishes in all of your 
future endeavors  

— Adam Versényi 
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A Note from the Future CIAS Chair 

 

I am greatly excited to be taking over as the Chair of CIAS on July 1, 2009.  I inherit a curriculum which 
has grown in both size and reputation over the last five years under the stellar leadership of Adam 
Versényi.  Now, the challenge will be to build upon Adam’s achievements to enhance even further the 
experience of an International Studies degree at UNC. 

In 2009-2010 the priorities are three fold: 

1. To develop the core and elective course requirements for CIAS majors to respond to the new 
world that we find at Carolina and beyond.  We have innovative ideas about creating core classes 
that provide a foundation for majors throughout their undergraduate careers.  We hope to offer 
more help with international internship opportunities and broaden the curriculum’s relationship 
with all the internationalized entities at UNC-Chapel Hill. 

2. To put the finishing touches on the new Global Studies Masters of Arts program which will offer 
post-graduate preparation for careers in Foreign Service, international development, research, 
and international business. 

3. To strengthen links between the CIAS faculty, internationally oriented faculty across the campus, 
and our alumni around the world. 

To these ends we will be holding events to discuss the nature of international studies, creating theme 
networks for faculty inside and out of the curriculum, and producing materials which highlight the 
achievements of CIAS students and faculty. 

CIAS will also undergo a face lift.  This summer we will be installing an exhibit of poison dart frogs – 
like our students ‘fascinating and exotic but domestically bred,’ and we will be brightening up CIAS’s 
wing of the FedEx Global Education building with art and pictures from around the globe. 

Please write to, or stop by the Curriculum’s offices, if you have any ideas on how we can truly 
enhance our service to students, alumni and faculty. 

-Andrew Reynolds 
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May 2009 Commencement 
 
On May 10, 2009, CIAS honored 168 International Studies graduates with a ceremony and reception in the 
FedEx Global Education Center.  Graduates and their friends and families listened to speeches by winners 
of the Curriculum’s two annual awards: Rachel Escobar ’09, who won the 2008-2009 Douglas Eyre Prize for 
best thesis by an international studies student for “Moving Sustainability out of the Workplace? The Case 
of San Pedro Garza Garcia, N.L., Mexico,” and Carlyn Cowen ’09, who won the Anne Scaff award for 
service to the Curriculum and contributing to the internationalization of the university.  

 
 

 
Dr. Eunice Sahle addresses the graduates 

 

 
Reception in FedEx GEC Atrium 
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Four INTS Majors Selected as Phillips Ambassadors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four International Studies Majors have been selected as Phillips 
Ambassadors for study in Asia this summer and fall.  LaChaun  
Anderson, a junior from Morrisville, NC, will study at the Chinese  
University of Hong Kong this summer.  Kathleen Ellison, a junior  
from Chattanooga, TN, will study in India this summer with  
the UNC Summer in India program.  Elaina Giolando, a junior from  
Williamsville, NY, will study abroad this fall with the UNC Semester  
in China program at Xiamen University.  Roni Sims, a junior from  
Greensboro, will also study at Xiamen University with UNC  
Semester in China program. 
 
The Phillips Ambassadors is a scholarship for UNC-Chapel Hill  
undergraduates designed to broaden awareness of Asia on and off  
campus.  The scholarship combines an award for study in Asia with 
 an academic course that puts the experience in greater global  
context and challenges students to share their experiences of Asia  
upon their return.  Students enrolled in summer programs receive up  
to $5,000 each to support their study abroad experience, and those  
enrolled in semester-long programs receive up to $7,500.   
Scholarship recipients are selected based on their academic  
achievement and commitment to activities, service and leadership  
roles in the classroom and community.  (Information provided by  
Janet Walters of Phillips Ambassadors) 
 

Sawyer Seminar on Diversity and Conformity  
in Muslim Societies 
 

Banu Gökariksel (Geography and CIAS) and Sarah Shields  
(History) have been awarded a Sawyer Seminar Grant from the  
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  Through this $150,000  
grant, the scholars will develop an interdisciplinary “Sawyer  
Seminar” series in 2009-2010 that will explore the tensions between  
diversity and conformity, between tolerance and orthodoxy, in  
Muslim societies.  The seminars will include faculty and students from  
all of the Triangle Universities and other North Carolina schools,  
drawing from scholars who study history, politics, music, art,  
architecture, religion and law.  Gökariksel and Shields hope that this 
 broad and inclusive approach will result in a richer,  
multi-dimensional understanding of Muslim societies.  This Sawyer  
Seminar Grant will also support a post-doctoral researcher to spend a year at UNC, and fund two 
graduate students’ doctoral research for the year.  The Sawyer Seminar series will be sponsored by the 
Carolina Center for the Study of Middle East and Muslim Civilizations, the African Studies Center and the 
Center for Global Initiatives. 

 

 

 

Support the 
Curriculum! 

 
Gifts to the Curriculum in 
International Studies support 
our mission of providing 
Carolina students the 
opportunity to develop an 
appreciation for and fuller 
understanding of the global 
issues by giving us the 
resources to 

 Bring speakers to 
campus 

 Hold the annual CIAS 
commencement 
ceremony 

 Recognize our honors 
students with the 
annual honors luncheon 

 Fund awards 
 And more! 

 
To make a gift to the 
Curriculum, click here to give 
online (be sure to designate 
“Curriculum in International & 
Area Studies” in the department 
or program space) or contact 
The Arts and Sciences 
Foundation, 134 E. Franklin St., 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, 919-962-
0108.  We truly appreciate your 
support! 

https://www.webslingerz.com/unccas/gift.html


Curriculum in International and Area Studies Newsletter, Spring 2009 5 

 

Career Contacts 

Thanks to the generosity of our alumni, CIAS has begun to establish a network of career contacts for our 
majors. We currently have alumni serving as contacts for six fields. If you’re an INTS alumnus and are 
interested in serving as a career contact for your field or a student interested in speaking with one of the 
contacts, please e-mail chilkey@email.unc.edu. Additional information is available on the CIAS website 
at http://www.unc.edu/depts/ints/careers.html. 
 
For students or alumni interested in International sales (related to Latin America/Caribbean), we are 
happy to announce a new contact for this field, please email Christiana Hilkey for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumni, students, and faculty: 

Do you have news to share?  Know of events that may be of interest to CIAS students, 
graduates, and faculty?  Send information to Christiana Hilkey, CIAS Business Manager, at 

chilkey@email.unc.edu for inclusion in the next newsletter! 

mailto:chilkey@email.unc.edu
http://www.unc.edu/depts/ints/careers.html
mailto:chilkey@email.unc.edu
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 Chad Bryant’s book, Prague in Black: Nazi Rule and Czech Nationalism (Harvard University Press, 
2007), was awarded the Hans Rosenberg Book Prize by the Conference Group for Central European 
History.  The book also received honorable mention for the Wayne S. Vucinich Book Prize of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS).  This past year he continued 
to work on two research projects: a history of Prague and a study of travel practices and travel 
experiences in early nineteenth-century Bohemia.  He gave presentations at the AAASS annual 
conference and at King’s College London, and he published an article, “Into an Uncertain Future: 
Railroads and Vormärz Liberalism in Brno, Vienna, and Prague,” in the 2009 volume of the Austrian 
History Yearbook.  Bryant is an officer-at-large for the Czechoslovak Studies Association and served 
on that organization’s article prize committee last year.  He will be a research fellow at the National 
Humanities Center during the 2009-2010 academic year. 

 

 

 

 Tim McMains ’80 worked with the Peace Corps and in community and NGO development before 
returning to the states to receive an MBA from UVA.  He then switched to NGO management, 
working with the School for International Training in Brattleboro, VT, for 8 years.  He then decided 
to leave the cold VT winters behind and immigrated to New Zealand.    

 Since graduating, George A. Rowland ’87 has pursued a career in international development, 
having been a volunteer and staff for the Peace Corps (Dominican Republic and Suriname, 
respectively), and worked for the international non-profit ACDI/VOCA and as Grants-Administrator 
for the Inter-American Foundation.  He is currently Caribbean Coordinator for the Director of U.S. 
Foreign Assistance at the U.S. Department of State.  He previously received an MA degree from 
The George Washington University and lives in Arlington, VA.  

 Reggie Harrison ’94 graduated in 1999 from South Carolina’s Masters International Business 
School (now IMBA) and is currently working for Beaulieu Commercial Carpet and managing sales in 
Mexico and other countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 Meredith Armstrong Niles ’97 joined Impetus Trust as an Investment Manager in January of 2009.  
Impetus Trust has pioneered the concept of venture philanthropy in the UK.  The company 
combines grants of unrestricted funding with professional expertise provided on a pro bono basis 
to innovative charities working towards eliminating the cycle of economic disadvantage through 
demonstrable outcomes around education, skills and employment.  Meredith joined Impetus after 
a seven-year investment banking career at Goldman Sachs International, where she was most 
recently a London-based Executive Director, following stints in Frankfurt and New York.  She is 
also an active volunteer, currently serving as the President-Elect of the Junior League of London. 

 Orion A. Lewis ’00 recently received his PhD in political science from the University of Colorado, 
Boulder.  His dissertation is entitled “The Evolution of the News Media in China:  Understanding 
Gradual Institutional Change in Market-Authoritarian Regimes.”  He will start work at Middlebury 
College’s Rohatyn Center for International Affairs in the fall. 

 Jessica Ashley ’01 is currently working for Europ Assistance but will leave the company soon to 
start an MBA program. 
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 Phillip Lucier ’02 is currently working with the South Carolina World Trade Center to host a 
delegation from China.  The group of officials will meet with South Carolina leaders in sustainability 
and environmental protection.  This trip is sponsored by the State Department. 

 Heide Iravani ’05 completed a Fulbright Fellowship in Amman, Jordan after graduating from UNC.  
She recently graduated from Yale Law School and will begin practicing at the international law firm 
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton in New York City. 

 Virginia Voyles Tester ’05 is currently pursuing an MS in Nursing at Emory University as a Fuld 
Fellow.  She is training with the Midwives at Grady Hospital, which serves a largely international 
population (African and Latin American patients).   

 Jason Warner ’06 is entering his second year in a Master’s in African Studies at Yale.  He’s been 
named the Editor-in-Chief of the Yale Journal of International Affairs for 2009-2010, and will be 
working with the United Nations Development Program in Abuja, Nigeria this summer. 

 

 

 

 Sara Rafalson ‘10, Jenny Coronel ’10, and Chrissy Jusino ’11 are recipients of the Michael L. and 
Matthew L. Boyatt Award for study abroad for spring 2009. The Boyatt Award is a merit-based 
scholarship to enable International Studies majors to study abroad.  

 Paula Vasquez ’10 received the Carolina Undergraduate Health Fellowship, a grant awarded by the 
Center for Global Initiatives, to fund a project in Peru this summer.  This grant will allow Vasquez to 
co-lead the six month public heath project by Nourish International in Ciudad de Dios 

 The Curriculum congratulates the following International Studies majors an/or double-majors who 
will be initiated into Alpha of North Carolina Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa this spring: Elinor Benami, 
Olivia Coucy De Lancie, Julia Etter, Caroline Herion, Ashelyn James, Kristin Kennedy, Claire 
Moellering, Elizabeth Ormond, Ian Ramsey, Rachel Ressner, Rachel Roberts, John Tabor, 
Katherine Thompson, and Aaron Yorke 

 The spring 2010 Great Decisions coordinating committee is being led by Angela Chen and Taylor 
Jo Isenberg.  Committee members are: Abhinav Komandur, Alastair Monty, Alexei Savtchenko 
Allie Treske, Andrea Hubert, Celeste Lascurain, Colleen McGary, Greg Margolis, Gregor 
MacLennan, Hana Ahmed, James Ding, John McElwee, Maryam Al-Zoubi, Michelle Ker, Sara 
Wise, Yaniv Barzilai and Yosha Gunasekera.  The Great Decisions committee is comprised of 
undergraduates who are selected at the end of each year through a competitive application 
process.  The students coordinating committee works during the fall to arrange speakers.  During 
the spring the committee acts as TAs for the popular class, which is structured as a lecture series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Curriculum in International and Area Studies 
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FedEx Global Education Center, 301 Pittsboro St. 
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