In this issue of the CIAS newsletter, we feature a story from alumna Carmen Forrest Corbin '98. If you
would like to share the story of where your International Studies major has taken you, please e-mail

Christiana Hilkey at chilkey@email.unc.edu.

—— —

White Sand Beaches and Carolina Blue Oceans:

A ’98 UNC Grad Helps Develop Legal System in Palau

In late September 2007, | moved to the small
island nation of Palau to live for a year. Most of
my friends and family had never even heard of
Palau—in fact, only avid scuba divers or Survivor
fans (the show was filmed there for seasons 10
and 16) had a vague understanding of where |
was headed. | cannot say | blame them, since
maps rarely acknowledge the tiny cluster of
islands located in the western part of the Pacific
Ocean.

| got the opportunity to live in this tropical
paradise when | was hired to work as Court
Counsel for the Supreme Court of Palau. The
position entailed acting as a legal advisor for the
justices, judges and staff of the Court on legal
cases and court procedure. Luckily, the job
duties were familiar since I'd worked for federal
judges in the United States. What was
unfamiliar, though, was the work itself—Palau is
a young nation and still developing its judicial

and legal systems. Despite all my previous
experience, | was still a fish out of water.

It did not take long to realize that | had my work
cut out for me. Since Palau (an independent
nation since 1994) does not have an extensive
history of legal precedent or case law, many
concepts taken for granted in the U.S. have yet
to be fully established there. That means that
things like the right to a speedy trial or the right
to understand charges brought against you in a
criminal matter are still being developed.

Since many of the issues raised in Palauvan
courts are ones that have never been
confronted before, almost every new case is
precedent-setting. | found myself relying on
guidelines established in international law and
case law from the United States, tempered by
local Palavan tradition and custom, when
preparing my analysis and advice for the
justices. (Continued next page)
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Maybe that is why my stepfather (a ‘61 Carolina
grad) joked that | was the “James Madison” of
Palau.

My year in Palau was one of adventure—and life
lessons. | left the United States during a time of
political uncertainty and growing frustration, so
moving to Palau seemed like a breath of fresh
air. And even though | enjoyed having a respite
from American politics, | quickly realized that
even Palau has its own political and cultural
baggage.

| also came away with a renewed appreciation
for my home country—a country that gave the
world constitutional democracy, the Bill of
Rights, and the separation of powers. Such
democratic ideals, at least the versions that are
common parlance for most Americans, are
complex.  They have required years of
arguments, court cases, and one civil war to
define and understand.

Many people have asked how | was able to get a
job in Palau for one year. | say it was a result of
three things: my law degree, my experience
working as an attorney for United States
judges, and my four years at Carolina. This
dream was hatched in Dey and Hamilton Halls
and on the UNC campus. My professors, the
UNC study abroad office and the Curriculum in
International and Area Studies played
significant roles in helping me plot my way to a
career that combines international work and
travel. No matter where | go, | always take a
piece of Chapel Hill with me. Even in Palau,
when headed out on a boat into the mythical
Rock Islands, | often thought to myself that, for
me, the beautiful water of the Philippine Sea is
not just blue—it is Carolina blue.

— Carmen Forrest Corbin graduated from
UNC-Chapel Hill in 1998 with a major in
International Studies. After returning from
Palau, she will begin working as an Assistant
United States Attorney in Tucson, Arizona.

+

A Note from the CIAS Chair

Frequently | am asked what a degree in International Studies prepares a student to do. This issue of the
newsletter demonstrates that there is no one size fits all answer to that question. From Carmen Forrest Corbin’s
description of her work developing a legal system in Palau to other alumni working in Armenia and teaching
English as a Second Language in New York City, interning in Malawi while pursuing an MA in Public Health,
founding a nonprofit organization on climate change and energy insecurity, pursuing a PhD in Comparative
Literature, or retiring from a long career in government service with the State Department and USAID, a good
picture emerges of the plethora of interests and approaches to international studies that the major fosters. Add to
that the research into global studies engaged in by the CIAS joint faculty both individually and collectively, and the
richness of the field becomes apparent. Asthe year draws to a close and we enter the holiday season please join
me in celebrating the achievements of all of our majors and joint faculty, not just those represented here.

— Adam Versényi, Chair
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CIAS Staff Changes

The International Studies major continues to grow at a rapid rate. In
the fall 2006 newsletter it was noted that majors numbered 500
requiring the creation of the Director of Undergraduate Studies
position to advise INTS majors and teach in the Curriculum. Two years
later we have almost 700 students majoring in International Studies.
Because of this increased interest in the major and the large number
of students, the Director of Undergraduate Studies position is in the
process of being converted to a full-time position. Professor Jonathan
Weiler will continue to advise students, teach an additional course as
well as participate in TSOP and C-Tops.

Tara Hudson, former Administrative Manager for CIAS, left UNC this
past June to pursue a Master’s degree at NC State (we won't hold it
against her!). Our new Administrative Manager, Christiana Hilkey,
comes to us from Washington, D.C. where she completed a Master of
Arts in International Affairs at The George Washington University.

Bringing the World to UNC

CIAS recently co-sponsored an exciting event at the FedEx
Global Education Center:

e On December 4, Professor Michael Byers, the Canada
Research Chair in Global Politics and International Law,
at the University of British Columbia held a public lecture
entitled, “Not Just Words: The Remarkable resilience of
Human Rights” this lecture was part of the Conference
on Human Rights, Global Institutions, and Social
Movements in Contemporary Africa.

CIAS will contribute to the 15" Annual Carolina Conference of
Romance Literatures March 26-28, 2009:

e “(Re)Writing History: Text as monument to Memory” Key-
Note Speakers include Esther Bendahan, Régine Robin and
Robert Viscusi. There will be a special presentation by

Gioconda Belli. Visit http://ccrl.colloguia.com for more details.
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Support the
Curriculum!

Gifts to the Curriculum in
International Studies support
our mission of providing
Carolina students the
opportunity to develop an
appreciation for and fuller
understanding of the global
issues by giving us the
resources to
e Bring speakers to

campus

Hold the annual CIAS

commencement

ceremony

Recognize our honors

students with the

annual honors luncheon

Fund awards

And more!

To make a gift to the
Curriculum, click here to give
online (be sure to designate
“Curriculum in International &
Area Studies” in the department
or program space) or contact
The Arts and Sciences
Foundation, 134 E. Franklin St,,
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, 919-962-
0108. We truly appreciate your
support!

For more information on events co-sponsored by CIAS, visit www.unc.edu/depts/ints/links.html#events.

Additionally, the FedEx Global Education Center at UNC is hosting a wide range of cultural during the
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spring 2009 semester. Come to enjoy art exhibitions, music and dance, lectures, informal social events,
and even coffee samplings! All events are free and open to the public. A full list of events is available at
global.unc.edu.

Sawyer Seminar on Diversity and Conformity in Muslim Societies

Banu Gokariksel (Geography and CIAS) and Sarah Shields (History) have been awarded a Sawyer
Seminar Grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Through this $150,000 grant, the scholars will
develop an interdisciplinary “Sawyer Seminar” series in 2009-2010 that will explore the tensions between
diversity and conformity, between tolerance and orthodoxy, in Muslim societies. The seminars will
include faculty and students from all of the Triangle Universities and other North Carolina schools,
drawing from scholars who study history, politics, music, art, architecture, religion and law. Gokariksel
and Shields hope that this broad and inclusive approach will result in a richer, multi-dimensional
understanding of Muslim societies. This Sawyer Seminar Grant will also support a post-doctoral
researcher to spend a year at UNC, and fund two graduate students’ doctoral research for the year. The
Sawyer Seminar series will be sponsored by the Carolina Center for the Study of Middle East and Muslim
Civilizations, the African Studies Center and the Center for Global Initiatives.

Career Contacts

Thanks to the generosity of our alumni, CIAS has begun to establish a network of career contacts for our
majors. We currently have alumni serving as contacts for six fields. If you're an INTS alumnus and are
interested in serving as a career contact for your field or a student interested in speaking with one of the
contacts, please e-mail chilkey@email.unc.edu. Additional information is available on the CIAS website
at http://www.unc.edu/depts/ints/careers.html.

Alumni, students, and faculty:

Do you have news to share? Know of events that may be of interest to CIAS students,
graduates, and faculty? Send information to Christiana Hilkey, CIAS Administrative
Manager, at for inclusion in the next newsletter!
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Faculty Award___- x Recognition

U Notonly has Sahar Amerbeen appointed to Professor, her book “Crossing Borders: Love between
Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures” appeared with the University of Pennsylvania
Press this past June 2008. She is also currently working on a project titled “Islamic Integration in
France and in NC: Transatlantic Comparisons.”

U Jonathan Weilercovered the 2008 presidential elections for Giant Magazine and NewsOne,
properties of Radio One, the largest African-American owned radio network in the country. He
went to lowa for the January caucuses and to Denver for the Democratic National Convention. His
book, co-authored with Marc Hetherington, “Authoritarianism and Polarization in American
Politics,” was recently completed and will be published by Cambridge University Press in summer
of 2009. Pursuant to a Ueltschi grant awarded in 2007, he taught a service-learning seminar,
Comparative Development in spring 2008 and will continue to teach it in subsequent years.

i $08 #EOEOOI el Book entittedEAimpBldd 6f the Earthbound Gods: Stadiums in the
Cultural Landscapes of Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires” (University of Texas Press) will be out the
first week of December.

i Asecondeditionof0 OT £AAOOT O - fiksOblbok &l@E Qahdadi dndDOcument of Flames”
was released in January 2008 by Duke University Press. His second book entitled, *Absolute Erotic,
Absolute Grotesque: Subsumptions of Desire in Japanese Imperialism, 1895-1945" has been
accepted for publication and will be out in winter 2009.

Alum mﬁpdates

i )T 1T A $EApaiidpht€d @ Bidheédght Armenia a two month program through which she
stayed for one month in Gyumri, Armenia and the second month in the Armenian village Azat. The
program allowed her to experience typical Armenian life through home stays, learn Armenian and
teach English abroad. Inna has now joined the New York City Department of Education through
New York City Teaching Fellows Program where she teaches English as a Second Language (ESL)
to elementary students. She is also pursuing a Master’s in Teaching from Fordham University.

U 4ET A * 8 isaMA ckndidatl i®EYblic Affairs at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson
School of Public and International Affairs. She will move to New York City, with her husband Kulbir
Walha, after graduation in June 200g9.

U Mariam Hartmann (née Schreier)d ®iscurrently pursuing a Master’s of Public Health in the
Department of Maternal and Child Health here at UNC-Chapel Hill. She worked in Malawi, this
past summer, as an intern with Save the Children. The internship (part of her practicum for the MA
degree) allowed her to travel throughout Malawi and work to improve the health and nutrition of
women and children.
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U . EAAEE 5 seéh workingin South Africa for the past seven months with Thembalitsha
(www.thembalitsha.org.za) and ILDI (www.intleader.org) to help create the Community
Development Leadership School.

U Dennis Markatos-3 | O E A tedeived téeX 008 David Bradford Prize for Academic and Civic
Achievement in Science, Technology & Environmental Policy within the Master’s in Public Affairs
program at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs.
Dennis is now founding a nonprofit organization to advance effective policy that mitigates climate
change and energy insecurity called Sustainable Energy Transition (SET). For details visit
www.setenergy.org.

u ' AOT T 4AO0A |, 11 tokpletefdn IAtArtiioAalMBA 4t the Universitat Popeu Fabra
in Barcelona.

U . EAET T AO coopletedah “Gtrabnhaiathon in Cape Town, South Africa in March. The
marathon, called Old mutual Two Oceans Marathon, is touted as “the world’s most beautiful
marathon” attracts runners from all over the world (about 26,000 in total) and is 56km (about 34.79
miles) long. Nicholas currently lives in Paris, France.

U $AT A 4 OWAGIAWife afe tukkently serving as Peace Corps Volunteers in Fiji (see photo
below).

U ' T AAOOAAT O , Aaskelntly r@ifedEfdbm heSQte Department and USAID after a
29 year international career where he served in 10 countries. Ambassador Lucke started a private
company building affordable housing and classrooms in Irag and promoting U.S. investment in
Iraq’s oil and gas sector. He served as the first Mission Director of USAID in Iraq from 2003-2004.
As Mission Director he oversaw the largest U.S.-financed reconstruction program since the
Marshall Plan. He received two awards, Distinguished Career (2002) and Heroism (2004,).
Currently Amb. Lucke lives in Austin, Texas and works as an international consultant with clients in
Africa and the Middle East.

U 611 51 AA Oswilidd i BedirtfdPa year and a half for his PhD in comparative literature
from the University Professors Program at Boston University. He previously received a Master’s in
creative writing from Boston University. Currently, he is the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts at
Cameron University.

U  Since graduating, %A O1 AT A halthugh©alariétyeoPeubjects (ESL, Sociology, World
History, US History and Economics) in Egypt in a variety of school systems (Egyptian, British and
American), universities (American University of Cairo and the University of Modern Sciences and
Arts). She and her family also traveled to the Middle East and to various UN posts with her
husband Dr. Atef M. Khalifa. Before “semi-retiring,” she worked for the Fulbright Commission in
Egypt and she still sits on the board of a Fulbright-related group based in the U.S.

Curriculum in International and Area Studies Newsletter, Fall 2008



http://www.thembalitsha.org.za/
http://www.intleader.org/
http://www.setenergy.org/

Stude ntﬁpdateq

U DenaSimkusd Xa Ariel Zirulnick Q0are recipients of the Michael L. and Matthew L. Boyatt
Award for study abroad for spring 2009. The Boyatt Award is a merit-based scholarship to enable
International Studies majors to study abroad. Dena is studying this spring in Japan at Sophia
University in Tokyo and Ariel is studying at the Hebrew University located in Jerusalem, Israel.

U ' TTEEA |, ReCNddB&rood-KLdura Hudson Richards award. She is studying in Madrid
this spring as part of the IES Madrid program. The Laura Hudson Richards award provides study
abroad scholarships for International Studies majors demonstrating academic excellence and
financial need.

U  The Curriculum congratulates the following International Studies majors an/or double-majors who
will be initiated into Alpha of North Carolina Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa this spring: Ariel Gould,
Shoko Satoh, Kelly Shackelford, Melissa Henderson, Vivek Chilukuri, Kaylan Christofferson,
Emily Cippele, Andrew Hiatt, Fleming Lei, Eleanor Oxholm, Rachel Rose, Caitlin Ross, Caroline
Shedlock, Kathryn Hoffmann and Any Stelling.

U The spring 2009 Great Decisions coordinating committee is beingledby+ AUT AT #EOEOO’
and( AT T AE ( E Qkditek hemBefb are: Shoko Satoh, Angela Chen, Jacob Mader,
Amanda Davis, Lizzy Adkisson, Elizabeth Bernold, Angelo €tanis, Pablo Friedmann, Allie
Hayes, Kevin Hudnell, Taylor Isenberg, Yue Ke, Tom McElwee, Alastair Monty, Mallory Plaks,
Sara Wiseand AaronYorke. The Great Decisions committee is comprised of undergraduates who
are selected at the end of each year through a competitive application process. The students
coordinating committee works during the fall to arrange speakers. During the spring the
committee acts as TAs for the popular class, which is structured as a lecture series.

Global Education program called Nation Building, Globalization and Decolonizing the Mind. The
program consists of a 3 day home stay with a family in Soweto, South Africa, a 10 day urban home
stay in Windhoek Namibia, a 6 day home stay on a farm in a rural area and an internship with a
local NGO.

f | UNC

GLOBAL

Curriculum in International and Area Studies
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
FedEx Global Education Center, 301 Pittsboro St.
Campus Box #3263, Chapel Hill, NC 27599

919-962-5442 6 www.global.unc.edu/ints
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