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Background and Goals

Background
�‹ Confined Animal Feeding 

Operations (CAFOs) and their 
associated waste lagoons and 
spray fields introduce toxins 
into the environment that are 
harmful to human health.

�‹ Research has linked proximity 
to CAFOs to respiratory 
illness.

�‹ Affected communities are 
often comprised of people of 
color and low -income and are 
disproportionately located in 
southeastern NC.

�‹ Community members are 
concerned about the quality 
of their private well water.

Goals
�‹ Address community 

concerns about safety of 
drinking water and 
compliance with 
government standards.

�‹ Gain a better 
understanding of the 
state of private well and 
sewer infrastructure in 
communities near swine 
CAFOs.

�‹ Examine the correlation 
between contaminated 
wells and proximity to 
CAFOs.


