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Background

¸ There exists large health care disparity in China due to the 
concentration of Western Medicine in urban areas.

¸ Traditional Chinese Medicine has thousands of years of 
history and influence in China, creating an alternative form 
of medical care that is available in all areas of China.

¸ Cancer treatment may used to represent the medical 
treatment and health care issues faced by the population.

Goals
¸ Study the fundamental principles of TCM

¸ Within a selected province, determine cancer treatments 

by Western Medicine and TCM in different geographic 

locations and their relative costs.

¸ Determine the credibility and cultural implications of TCM 

in populations of different geographic locations. 

¸ Explore the question: Does the practice of TCM improve 

the disparity problem of healthcare in China?



Results

¸ Traditional Chinese Medicine is based on a philosophical 
approach to the human body and its functions, with an emphasis 
�R�Q���³�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�´��

¸ Traditional Chinese Medicine is integrated with Western Medicine 
in cancer treatment in urban areas.

¸ Many folk remedies for cancer in rural areas are based in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine.

¸ Western Medicine is not widely affordable by patients of rural 
areas. 

¸ Traditional Chinese Medicine functions as an important form of 
preventive medicine. 

¸ Traditional Chinese Medicine still plays an important cultural role 
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Does the practice of TCM improve the disparity problem of healthcare in 
China?

Traditional Chinese Medicine does play a role in improving the healthcare 
disparity problem in China through functioning as a form of preventive 
medicine and an alternate form of medical care when Western Medicine is 
not widely affordable or accessible. Even though the effectiveness of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine in cancer treatment cannot be analytically 
determined, however, it does improve the disparity problem through 
acting as a believe system in providing psychological support to patients 
as an alternate form of medicine. 


