Call for Proposals
Host the Seventh Annual Conference on State Politics and Policy, 2007
Introduction
The State Politics and Policy Section of APSA announces a call for proposals to host the Seventh Annual Conference on State Politics and Policy. These conferences are co-sponsored by the journal State Politics and Policy Quarterly and by the State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science Association. The State Politics and Policy Section has appointed a committee to solicit proposals for hosting future conferences. The committee's task is to help coordinate these events to avoid years where two or more conferences compete with each other while leaving other years without any event.

Mission
The Annual Conference on State Politics and Policy provides scholars interested in state politics - broadly defined - the opportunity to gather and share the latest research developments in the field. The purpose is to expand the breadth and depth of scholarly knowledge about politics, policy, and policy making as these processes unfold at the state level. Many scholars' primary interests lie squarely within what has traditionally been defined as the state politics field. However, many others focus more generally on: 1) political institutions such as legislatures and political parties, 2) political behavior such as voting and public opinion, 3) specific policy areas such as education or health care, or 4) broader questions of policy making and representation. Many of these scholars might not think of themselves initially as state politics scholars, but the substantive questions they explore are and have been readily examined at the state or comparative state level. Given the goal of expanding knowledge and defining the field broadly, the annual conferences strive to cast a wide net regarding the types of scholars that are invited to attend.

Previous conferences have taken a variety of forms in trying to meet these goals. The first conference, for example, employed a broad theme, invited a large number of scholars, and included a poster session for graduate students. The second conference used a more focused theme, dropped the poster session, and included a website where all of the conference's papers were posted. The third conference employed elements of the first two along with a few new twists, but continued the tradition of posting all of the papers online.  The fourth conference was held in conjunction with another conference on term limits. Those proposing to host the 2007 conference may want to look at the websites of these earlier conferences and the upcoming 2005 conference and/or contact the previous hosts for more information. All of this information is available at: http://www.fsu.edu/~statepol/conferences/conferences.htm
Proposal Requirements
Proposals for hosting the 7th Annual Conference should consist of a 2-4 page document that includes the following information:

· Proposed theme of the conference (if any)

· Proposed budget for the conference 

· Availability of resources and facilities for hosting the conference 

· Proposed organization for the conference 

· Proposed time when the conference will be held 

· Complete contact information for the proposed host (those submitting a proposal using co-hosts must designate a primary contact person) 

Proposals should be submitted to Tom Carsey at Florida State University. All proposals should be submitted by November 1st, 2005, to guarantee full consideration. The committee hopes to make a decision by mid-December of 2005. 

The committee STRONGLY prefers electronic submissions. Electronic submissions may be made by sending an e-mail to Tom Carsey at: tcarsey@fsu.edu and including the proposal as an attached file (.pdf, Word, or WordPerfect format). Non-electronic submissions should be sent to:

Tom Carsey 
Dept. of Political Science 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 32306

Phone: (850) 645-0083 
FAX: (850) 644-1367

