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Abstract
The focus of this paper is an investigation of women?s activism in contemporary Algeria. In particular, the 
perceptions of young, educated women with regard to their current personal and professional challenges 
are being explored. Of interest is the question how women are drawing strength from reaching into their 
triple North African cultural heritages, namely Kabyle (Berber), Arab and French. While a changing 
understanding of Islam in its Western expression has been explored, measured and described, the emer-
gence of new expressions of faith and resulting changing visions for the future in North Africa remains in 
need of systematic exploration. Though research on Islam in Arab and North African cultures and coun-
tries is a long established field of study, investigations of new emerging conceptions of Islam, which are 
the basis of social action is necessary to allow for a better understanding of cultural and social changes. 
Personal faith is a concept most commonly associated with the West, particularly the United States, yet 
insistence on a personalized faith coupled with social action is taking root in parts of the Muslim world as 
well. Changes on the individual level go hand in glove with larger cultural and societal changes. Often 
having been ignored as agents of change, women are an integral part of a shift in cultural values. This paper 
confirms the findings of The Arab Human Development Report, published by the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme, which identifies the main tasks in promoting human development: “Building, using and 
liberating the capabilities of the Arab people by advancing knowledge, freedom and women’s empower-
ment.” (2003:III). 
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Doris Gray teaches in the French Department and the Women?s Studies Program at Florida State Univer-
sity. Her scholarly interest is in social and cultural change with a focus on gender. Her recent book is 
entitled “Muslim Women on the Move: Moroccan Women and French Women of Moroccan Origin speak 
out.” (Rowman and Littlefield, Lexington Books, 2007) 


