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Abstract
A foundational event for the Algerian nation, the 1954-62 war of independence also constituted a traumatic 
period in France’s past. As many historians have observed, painful memories of the war were for many 
years marked by silence and repression on both sides of the Mediterranean, memories that include the 
treatment of the harkis. The past few years have, however, seen the publication of a significant number of 
historical and literary texts which break the silence surrounding the fate of harkis and which fill what 
Mohand Hamoumou has called “un trou de mémoire franco-algérien” (25). This paper will look at the 
ways in which two contemporary authors address a series of key issues that recur frequently in this emerg-
ing corpus: the need to give voice to the authors’ silenced fathers, the importance of rejecting the legacy of 
shame transmitted from one generation to the next, and the urgency of redressing the wrongs of the past in 
both France and Algeria.
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Susan Ireland is a Professor of French at Grinnell College. Her research interests include contemporary 
French fiction, Quebec women writers, the Algerian novel, and the literature of immigration in France and 
Quebec. She has published articles in these areas in journals such as L’Esprit Créateur and Nottingham 
French Studies. She is also an editor of The Feminist Encyclopedia of French Literature (Greenwood, 
1999) and, with Patrice Proulx, of Immigrant Narratives in Contemporary France (Greenwood, 2001) and 
Textualizing the Immigrant Experience in Contemporary Quebec (Praeger, 2004).


