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Abstract

Arab immigrants contribute to the multicultural diversity of the Canadian mosaic, most notably in Quebec
where for over one hundred years Lebanese have found refuge from poverty and political violence, and
where they have been joined more recently by Egyptians, Syrians, Iraqis, Algerians, Moroccans, and Tuni-
sians. In the aftermath of the September 11th attacks, special attention has been paid to the growing Arab-
Muslim population of Quebec and there has been close scrutiny of suspected ties to militant Islamic groups
in the Middle East. That post-9/11 response to Arab immigrants was just the beginning of a major debate
on the question of how these (and other) immigrants integrate into Quebec society. A number of controver-
sial legal decisions on questions of religious and cultural practices foreign to Canada’s two founding
nations has lead to the creation of a special Commission on Reasonable Accommodations. Chaired by two
prominent public intellectuals, the philosopher Charles Taylor and the social historian Gérard Bouchard,
the commission has been traveling all over Quebec inviting public comment on the question of how far
Quebec society should go to accommodate cultural differences. In light of the current debate, this paper
will discuss works by Abla Farhoud and Bachir Bensaddek to see what insights they have to offer on the
difficult question of integrating Arab immigrants into Quebec society.
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