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Dissertation Abstract; Entertaining Metaphors

By saying, “Sid is an ogre,” Sally might mean to assert that, ‘Sid is a cruel being.” She might also
intentionally entertain her audience with the idea that, ‘Sid is a giant oaf that carries a club.” According to
my account, if she does, then because she does, Sally utters a metaphor, a kind of figurative utterance.

By means of figurative utterances we directly assert what we figuratively assert. But | do not believe that
the significance of any figurative utterance is exhausted by an act of asserting together with a single

expressed content which is asserted.

I defend the view that figurative utterances directly express two

contents. One’s aim with one expressed content of one’s figurative utterance is to make an assertion, or
to ask a question, or to pronounce sentence, or to perform some other conventional act. And with the
other content, one aims to affect the psychology of one’s hearer—perhaps to frighten her, or to shock her,

or to cause her to be entertained.
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