

What funding is there currently?

In fiscal year 2002, total government spending on family-planning, "safe-sex" and contraception promotion was $1.73 billion. The amount devoted to abstinence?

Just $144.1 million.  *Heritage Foundation, Jan-04.

What funding did the President propose in State of the Union?

Mr. Bush would spend $270 million on abstinence-only education, compared with $100 million annually when he took office.  *CBS News, Feb-04.  

When Congress considers reauthorizing Temporary Assistance for Needy Families later this year, “any new monies devoted to preventing pregnancy should be directed not to amply funded contraception programs, but to under-funded abstinence education programs.” *Heritage Foundation, Jan-04.
Why does abstinence funding deserve more money?


Compare “Track Records” of AE vs. Comprehensive Sex Education        
In his State of the Union address, President Bush said, "We will double federal funding for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexually transmitted diseases." *CBS News, Feb-04.


73% of parents support AE guidelines – only 25% approve of Comprehensive guidelines


"Kids in society are saturated with information about contraception and messages about encouraging casual, permissive sex," said Robert Rector, who helped write the administration's abstinence education program. *Fox News, Feb-04.
So, what is Abstinence Education?  It’s defined by Section 912 of the Welfare Reform Act of 1996 which amends Title V (sec. 510) of the Social Security Act:
"(A) has as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social, psychological, and health gains to be realized by abstaining from sexual activity;
"(B) teaches abstinence from sexual activity outside marriage as the expected standard of all school age children;
"(C) teaches that abstinence from sexual activity is the only certain way to avoid out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and other associated health problems;
"(D) teaches that a mutually faithful monogamous relationship in context of marriage is the expected standard of human sexual activity;
"(E) teaches that sexual activity outside of the context of marriage is likely to have psychological and physical effects;
"(F) teaches that bearing children out-of-wedlock is likely to have harmful consequences for the child, the child’s parents, and society;
"(G) teaches young people how to reject sexual advances and how alcohol and drug use increases vulnerability to sexual advances; and
"(H) teaches the importance of attaining self-sufficiency before engaging in sexual activity." 

Condoms do not make one safe from HPV and many other STDs which are spread by bodily fluids.  Condoms fail against pregnancy 12%* of the time… viruses are smaller than sperm.  Condoms do not protect the heart.   *Consumer Reports, May-95.

Is it worth the risk?  You’re worth the wait.
