November 29, 2006

Honors Thesis Panel

· Why should we do an Honors Thesis?
It allows for research experience, hands-on learning, and a chance to become an “expert” of sorts on a specific subject


· When is it due (assuming you are a senior graduating in May)?
Check in with professor and/or Honors Thesis Coordinator
The final deadline is usually around April 11th
Be sure to have an idea for possible topics before the end of your junior year
Begin writing thesis at about the beginning of your senior year
· How do you find a professor?
Most student pick the research advisor that they’ve already worked with
Otherwise, find professors that share your interests and can provide shortcuts for your research (i.e. they are very knowledgeable in that particular field)

· Are research grants available?
Yes, usually during early fall semester

· What is the usual process necessary for developing a topic for the thesis?
Start off with a general idea, and then begin reading more about it to limit it down to something specific
Look for a “gap” in other’s research (something that has not been verified/studied yet)

· About how much time did you spend working on it?
Most of the work is usually from having to read a lot of books/papers to gain a strong background in the subject.  Roughly about the same amount of time as a 3.0 credit course
For science fields, many students spend hours in the lab each week 

· What are the GPA requirements?
There is a minimum of a 3.2 GPA for the Honors Program, but also specific GPA requirements within each department (i.e. Physics requires 3.6 for physics courses)

· Other suggestions/notes:
If you have more than one field of study and/or interests, try tying them together when developing a topic to study
At the end of your senior year, when you finished the thesis, you will give a presentation to 2 professors to show what you have done
