Hey, I’m 21 years old and my name is Chude Muonelo.  I am originally from Edmond, Oklahoma where I have 2 brothers, an older sister, and both parents.  Growing up, I always observed how devout my dad was in his religious faith in God.  We grew up in a Roman Catholic home, prayed every day, and would read the bible as a family every once in a while.  And for me, this was more than enough, God was pleased right?

     Well, as I grew I became a stronger believer in my faith.  The more I read the bible it became more and more real to me and not just some ritualistic thing that I was suppose to do on a daily basis in order to gain salvation.  My actions also began to change.  I went from being a kid who got into fights to not fighting at all.  I also learned to watch my mouth and to curb my anger by never allowing the sun shine on it.  In doing so, I gained favor with both God and men and gained a college scholarship which brings me here to UNC today.

     During my first year here at UNC I heard a college student on fire in the pit giving testimony about how good God was and how not to get caught up in college.  Seeing him on fire really made me want to be a part of what he was about.  I could tell he had more than religion, more than right and wrong, more than drinking and not drinking.  He had a love of God from his heart.  His relationship with God really made me gravitate towards him.  I eventually began attending his church and grew stronger in my faith and learned how to love God and be responsible to Him.  But even still, I found that my “Spirit was willing, but my flesh was weak”.  I remember going through a really rough stage when I was struggling with lust and I was really coming down on myself.  As I opened my Bible and began to read, the first story I came across was when one of Satan’s messengers was acting as a “thorn” in Paul’s side and Paul begged God to take it out but God said, “My grace is sufficient”.  
     Praise God!  His grace is sufficient.  I was trying out of my own flesh to obey commands and be righteous in men’s eyes (no clubbing, drinking, partying, etc.) but what I didn’t realize was that His grace was sufficient.  I had to learn that it was by his grace that we were all saved and nothing else!  After that, what seemed hard at first became easy.  God blessed me with many headstrong friends of God.  I have been more than blessed to meet all of them and continue to know them throughout our college years and afterwards.  If you’re reading this right now I just ask you to accept God’s grace in your life.  Stop condemning yourself.  Christianity is more than doing right and wrong. It’s about accepting God’s righteousness which comes through belief in his only son, Jesus Christ!
