You Are Hhis Greatest Ally
· Israel Testimony

· Ezekiel 8:5-18, 1 Peter 2:9

· Ezekiel 
· Written around 571 B.C. during Babylonian captivity of Israel

· Captivity the result of Jewish disobedience of God

· Despite, captivity Jews still continued to sin

· Ezekiel reminds us that no one can sin without punishment

·  Verses
· Prophetic book of bible

· Led into a vision by his hair (signifying connection with God, like Samson, kinda)

· V5. God points out idols placed beside his temple

· V8-11 God exposes secret idolatry of 70 leaders in the temple

· V11 Jaazniah son of Shaphan in the middle

· Shaphan help in Josiah’s reform (II Kgs 22:3-10)

· V16-Actually refered to as “elders” in some versions, “elders of the priests” or “senior priests”

· Names derived from station in the temple

· Is it not strange that the leaders were called out?

· Priests, leaders, elders

· Idolatry done in secret, 
· God’s open house
· The result(”have you seen this, son of man he asked, is it nothing to the people of Judah that they commit these terrible sins, leading the whole nation into violence

· Leading the whole nation into violence

· Played right into the enemy’s hand

· We can most certainly do the same

· Our influence over others can become a great tool over others

· Influence

· he capacity or power of persons or things to be a compelling force on or produce effects on the actions, behavior, opinions,

· usually higher in people with great wisdom, authority, power

· the exercise of similar power by human beings
· Isn’t it strange that this was all found around and within the church?

· the exercise of similar power by human beings

· being in the same situation, experience

· We are his greatest ally

· Where else can saved members be influenced best?

· Personal Testimony-Chuck, Minister
· Initial hanging out

· Van ride(conversation

· Perfect plan by enemy to keep it to myself

· Even best friend abandoned 

· Shaken faith
· Don’t tell how you got back yet

· But there is hope
· 1 Peter 2:9

· We were chosen to help others!

· Mt 21:43-He said to the Jewish Leaders “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fuits thereof”

· Peter is writing to this nation

· Peculiar People-literally mean “a people for a gain-making”

· We are greatly prized, a people to be saved, a people for a possession.

· Endowed with the power of the holy spirit

· Do you realize how much power you actually have? Acts 1:9

· Bring in Israel Haughton again

· We are all priests!

· Don’t believe me?

· Conclusion
· Could not do it on my own

· First verse Gal 6:9 story, testimony service really random

· Sharing with small group-opening up of football player (he got his help from us)

· Finally sharing with Pastor

· Received great wisdom

· Is not your fault

· Rebuke him

· Why rebuke?

· To help him

· We can do so much good
· God could do it himself, but he chose US

· *Most Important Question*

· Whose Side Are you on (today)?

· Changes throughout the day

· When people see you cussing

· When you’re cutting line

· When you’re forming Christian cliques (outside church and inside church)

· When God has become a playtoy for your tongue

· When you’re manipulating scripture to change others

· When you’re always stressed out

· When you’re going along with the crowd

· When you’re always tired

Or

· Help another

· Greet your enemy

· Evangelize

· Outreach to everyone

· Standing alone, “sanctified”

There is a degree of accountability that we must accept

We must hold another accountable

We ultimately not only rep God but one another

Questions?

Who’s side do you play for usually?

What is the best way for the enemy to shake your faith?

What are you going to do to combat it?

Pray for one another

