Key Scripture: John 15:1-17
Introduction:

--fruit is any product of plant growth useful to humans or animals.
--appointed to go and bear fruit (16)

--in order to be fruitful, we must have an understanding of our relationship to God
--4 Aspects of Any Relationship
I. Two Must Become One (1-6)
--Genesis 2:24

--everyone is a branch connected to something; but a branch cannot bear good fruit unless it is  

  
 connected to vine (not church, bible study)
--w/o God, it is impossible for anyone to have any of the fruits of the spirit (G 5:22-23)

Love (1 John 4:16); Joy (Nehemiah 8:10); Peace (Isaiah 9:6)

--anyone connected to God has the ability to bear all fruits (I can love my wife)
--trims up each branch that does bear fruit (sweat off excess lard); all we got to do is keep 

running
--cuts off EVERY branch that doesn’t bear fruit (HELL)

--Read Romans 11:16-24
II. There Must Be a Two-Way Commitment (7-8)
--God’s Commitment: Give Us Gifts (Luke 11:13)

-- Our Commitment: Stay in the Word (this is how we get closer to God; high school)
--Incentive: fruit proves that we are Disciples of Christ (Matt 7:16-20)
III. There Must Be a Component of Love and Service (9-13)
--Jesus tells us how to love (12-13)

--lay down = bow down = become servants

--to serve means to cater to needs of others; greatest need hunger 

--Saved: hunger for righteousness; hang around people that bear fruit; quality of a mentor 
--Lost: hunger for the way, truth, and life, so we must share Gospel (sin, repentance, and cross)

IV. Must Be Founded on Friendship (14-17)
--he considers us his friend b/c he has told us the truth; we must do the same

--he chose us b4 we chose him; we must choose to make the initial attempt to reach out to others
Conclusion: 
1. Whose fruit are you eating?
2. Are you bearing enough fruit for others to eat off of your branch?

3. Are you too selfish to share your fruit with the unsaved people that you call “friends”?

I challenge you to start sharing your fruit to the lost.

4. Where are you in your relationship with God? Look at your fruit. 

Tree is growing up towards heaven; we need to be sturdy branches going along for the ride.  

