IMPACT 2006


Holy Spirit

So to recap from last week we need the living water/holy water which will fill us and satisfy our thirst for righteousness. So what is this water that will fill us and provide us with the strength and power to resist sin in our lives? Well, today we will be discussing the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has many functions in our lives as our helper (John 14:16), power (Acts 1:8), guide (John 16:13), and teacher (John 14:26). All these things more encompass the character and ability of the Holy Spirit. We will see a little bit more about who He is, and why He is needed and how we can effectively apply this to our hearts. 

 
The Holy Spirit is seen throughout the Bible from the beginning to the end. He is the third part of the trinity of the father (God), the son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit (which is the essence of God). The Holy Spirit has always been on the seen. In the New Testament we see Him at work differently than before. He was accredited the conception of Jesus in Matthew 1:18 and Jesus predicts His power in John 7:35-37. The main scripture comes from John 16:5-15, where Jesus tells us what the Holy Spirit does or at that time will do in the believer after the death of Christ. 

Here is a breakdown of John 16: 5-7 5.  Why is it that Jesus says if He does not go away that the Helper (Holy Spirit) will not be sent to us? Think about it this way, if Jesus did not die on the Cross we would not be rectified with God and our sins would not have been forgiven. We would essentially be disconnected to God and continue to sacrifice animals to God for forgiveness. After Christ died, we are able to have free communion or communication with God. We are allowed an intimate relationship with God. His hearts desire is to be totally involved with us. Think about it in these terms: you run into some hard times and your phone is cut off. You messed up you know you shouldn’t have bought those sneakers, earrings, whatever. But then a man named JC comes along and pays your phone bill. So your phone is cut on. A small problem though is that you need a phone that has extremely sensitive antennas and allows you to tune into what the other person is saying. That is where the Holy Spirit comes in.  He acts as your antenna and clears the line so that you can clearly hear from God what He is saying to you. Now many times that line can be clogged with unforgiveness, anger, jealousy or hate. But you remember that your reception is best if you stay close to the base of the phone. I encourage you today to never forget who paid your debt and realize that if you stay close to the base (the word) you will be able to hear clearly from the Lord. Now many want to know if what they hear is God or something else. My suggestion to that is to read the word on the topic that you are pondering to find out the truth.   
Here’s an analysis of John 16:8- 11.  How is it that the Holy Spirit can also convict of sin, righteousness, and judgment?  If we think about where the Spirit dwells, it sits beyond our flesh, mind, and soul. The Spirit is at our essence, because we take on His characteristics when He dwells within us. So, if He sits within my Spirit He is able to judge my heart, which informs Him of my genuine attitude toward God which would lead me to sin, because if I believe that God is not consistent and feel as though I need to take control of a situation, I may try and attract a guy in an un-holy way because I don’t know if he will come through in this area.   HE can judge our righteousness because he knows what goes on in our minds and can tell our righteousness through our thoughts which form our action and dictate our faith. He can judge what goes on when it seems like no one notices. He can judge our flesh simply because sin is always judged by God.

Here’s an analysis of John 16:12-13. This is the most exciting point to make about the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a communicator; He is a talker and a listener. He listens to what God says and relays that message to you. How many times have we heard the Holy Spirit warn us about not saying something or not doing something but we do it anyway. What I have come to realize through that is that when we ignore the Holy Spirit in the little things He looses confidence in us to trust us with the bigger things. If you can’t handle a 200 check without blowing it all on shoes that how can HE trust you with a 2000 check? What we have to realize is that if we are faithful in the little things God will open His arms and door to more. We have to think outside the moment and do the right thing regardless of the immediate consequences. 
Let’s analyze John 16:14-15.  These two verses summarize His purpose in our life, which is to glorify God.  Realize that as you grow closer to Christ you gain more insight from the Holy Spirit. The more you allow yourself to be totally submitted to God’s will the Holy Spirit increases within you to help you, teach you, guide you, and lead you into truth. The truth is the word of God. READ YOUR Word! Memorize scriptures. The Lord will reveal many truths through that time when you are in the word and in those moments the Holy Spirit is enriched with the knowledge you have gained truth reading. The more you read the more truth you have, but also the more accountable you are. 

So to recap, the Holy Spirit comes in many forms. He has been placed in our lives to help, teach, and guide us in all truth. He is the one promised to us to walk this Christian walk. Without Him, we are struggling to be perfect Christians and we are essentially making life harder for ourselves. With the help of the Holy Spirit we are able to hear directly from the Lord and be empowered with the truth to fight the attack of the enemy. With him in you you can’t lose.  Is the Living Water dwelling inside of you?
