Flesh vs. Spirit

Introduction: 

--Romans 6:2, 8-14, 18-19

--The bible says that if we die w/ Christ, we are dead to sin.  So why do we still sin?

3 Enemies
Flesh
Philosophy: (gratification vs. morally right)
Psychology: id (satisfying the flesh); ego (find a balance between id/superego): don’t go to clubs, but listen to club music;  superego (what’s morally right)
Biblical reason: flesh/spirit battles (Galatians 5:17, 19-21)

Must recognize that this conflict between good and evil exists within us 
No one always wins in the fight with the flesh (Romans 3:23)
Romans 7:18-19

*Summary: The flesh will try to control you by getting you to yield to its desires.
World

John 15:18, 19



The world hates Christians


1 John 2:15-17


In return, we should hate to do the things of the world
The word says that if we love anything or anyone of the world, that the love of the Father isn’t in us

Examples: desire of high-paying job, rappers 

Singers/ Rappers: How can we love someone that doesn’t even know us; God is the only one that we haven’t seen that we should love

The world HATES Christians, therefore the people and things of the world will try to make Christians fall
The world does not want us to grow spiritually, but to remain immature


Ephesians 4:11:14

The men of the world want us to remain unknowledgeable infants who don’t know the truth
Ex. I was immature first semester (world taught me that my good grades in high school were a result of my own natural smarts and not God)

Philippians 3:12-15


Mature people realize that they are not perfect




Mature people are striving to make it to heaven so that they may be made

            
                      perfect
The world will try to squeeze you into its mold through conformity and complacency.  To be “comfortable” with where you are in your walk is dangerous because then you are a target for the third enemy, Satan


Satan: 

1 Peter 5:8



-when he suspects complacency, Satan will come to destroy


Do not think that you are immune from Satan’s attacks

Matt 4:1-11: If he thought he was good enough to make Jesus (a sinless man) stumble, surely he feels as if he make us sinners stumble

Satan will go down in the end, so he’s trying to see who all wants to go down with him
Can we defeat our flesh, the world, and the king of it?


It would be nice if we could just drink something to defeat sin
John 4:1-15
-woman’s thirst had never been quenched, but Jesus offered a drink that would quench her thirst

-we continue to do the same sins b/c they taste good at first but the sin never quenches our thirst, what we should be doing is drinking something else

What should our lives look like if we’re drinking the living water?
-an understanding that Revelation tells us that Satan loses the battle (Revelation 20:1-2, 10)
-a life based on openness and confession (kind of like getting drunk, except getting drunk on the living water/Holy Spirit) 
Confess to Yourself: realize that you are not perfect and that you need a Savior (Romans 10:9)

Confess to God: 1 John 5:9 (one of fav verses cuz it gives me hope)
Confess to Others: James 5:16
Closure
Caffeinated soda makes u thirsty again (sin)
Physiology: water is pure and it is what your internal body wants and needs (righteous)


Satan’s curveball: Diet coke (watered down sin)

-Start drinking the living water and resist the urge to drink any other “tasty” beverage
