The Pursuit of Love

We are all in pursuit of love, and for good reason (first fruit, in the greatest commandment, highest in 1 Corinthians 13, last stage in 2 Peter 1)

Problem: We’re pursuing created things instead of the Creator

Why is this a problem? Exodus 20:1-4
Idols: husband/wife, boyfriend/girlfriend, sex, school (GPA)
Solution: Pursue the Creator

1. Forget about yourself (Matt 6:25-33, Matt 10:38-39)

Truth: no one knows what they really need, so quit worrying and learn what God wants

2. Make God your sole desire (Psalm 62, Psalm 73:25)

3. Learn about God’s love (Psalm 103)

-this will keep you from falling into false love that the world has to offer
Why Pursue the Creator? Deuteronomy 30:15-18

-it’s the only way our life can be fulfilled

-there’s only one requirement

-the alternative is death

Life or death, what’s it gonna be?  

Part II

      4. Worship the Lord


What does it mean to worship the Lord? Loving Him for who He is


So who is he?



-list characteristics of God



Side: start praying to God daily for who he is


Romans 12:1

-spiritual act: reasonable; the least we can do in view of his love

So what can we do to offer our bodies as living sacrifices?



-God gave himself (John 3:16) so we should do the same DAILY
      5. Love Yourself: Get in Shape
Romans 12:2

-What do we need to do to transform ourselves?

Eat healthy: The closer we are to God, the better we can hear Him, so remove anything in your life that is unhealthy to your spiritual growth.
As we work on purifying ourselves, we will THEN be able to know our purpose

Groom your talents: Matthew 25:14-30

-Impact analogy (me and five, leadership team and two, members and one)


Do whatever the master has told you do to


Ex. Randy Moss (saw master’s love, worked hard for master, produced much fruit) 

Part III

    6. Serve one another in Love (Galatians 5:13-15)
We’re free to live the life God has called us to live, so don’t run back to old ways of trying to satisfy yourself, rather please God by serving others 

Forget about yourself:  
You don’t need to worry about your needs because you understand that God provides your needs; you also know that trying to please yourself is death
Make God your sole desire: 
You understand that only God can satisfy your deepest yearnings so you don’t pursue relationships w/ others thinking your needs can be met

Learn about God’s love: 
As you learn more about God’s love, you will understand how much he’s done for you despite your sins which will change the way you treat others when they wrong you

Worship God 
You will WILLINGLY (W/O COMPLAINING) let him use you to build people for his kingdom  
Love Yourself: Get in Shape

All gifts are used in combination to build others 

1 Corin 12:4-6 (context), 12-26
-Love each other’s differences (18)
-Treat the least of believers as if they are the greatest of believers (23)
-Help other believers succeed so we may all rejoice (26)
Final Point

Genesis 2:15-22

God will never call you to do anything alone, so we might as well learn to love one another

