The Need 4 Accountability
The Steps of Accountability
 
The lack of accountability has killed many great ministries, people, things, and visions. Not micro-management. Accountability. 

Accountability means= Liable to being called to report; answerable.
Gaining accountability and understanding creates for a mature Christian full of wisdom ready for battle. 

 

There are four points for growing in your accountability.

1. Be REAL. Be OPEN.
Openness is the backbone of Christian accountability. We're told (JAM 5:16) to confess our sins to one another and to pray for each other so we may be healed. There's a certain power to confessing our sins to someone else because it zaps the strength from those sins. How can Satan keep his grasp if he is exposed? 
The relationship is worthless if you only reveal minor problems to your accountability partner, managing your image like some spiritual spin-doctor. The areas where you most fear exposure are probably the ones where you need the most help. 
By trying to hide my sins, they eventually became more widely known. Scriptures tell us God will not be mocked - your sins will find you out and what is hidden will be revealed.
 
2. Hear GODLY advice.
 
"There is no such thing as a Lone Ranger Christian." Thinking we can handle it alone is a lie Satan sends us. Where things really count, we need someone to stretch us, not only to broaden our perspectives, but also to help us see things more clearly. 
Most sin is rooted in a fear of being alone. We compromised God's standard because we don't trust Him to provide accountability partners. An accountability partner will give you a broader perspective, helping to see God's ideal and reminding you that God is in control 
Accountability also reveals your blind spots -- which are areas of sin in your life that either you cannot see or refuse to acknowledge. The funny thing about blind spots is that often everybody can see them but you. For example, when I get angry, I tend to add a touch of sarcasm to my voice. I never knew I was doing that until someone pointed it out. 
 
3. Someone you TRUST
 
Perhaps the most important step in becoming accountable is finding a trustworthy partner or group to confide in. They need to be authentic and real people who don't play games. Yet, they need to be able to speak the truth in love. Accountability partners who wink at your sin or suggest that's just the way you are aren't going to s t r e t c h you very far. 
Many people tend to look for guidance from others who know even less than they do. Some believers even go to non-Christians or those who are failing morally for moral advice. That's a dangerous line of thinking that can lead to even deeper problems. 
You need people who are a step or two ahead of you, who can encourage you in your Christian walk. But, ultimately, accountability partners are there for guidance. They're not calling the shots; and if they begin to try to "shepherd" you by making all the decisions for you, there's something wrong with the relationship. This is an act of voluntary submission on your part, not blind obedience to a second authority. 
One important note: With the exception of your mate, your accountability partner should be of the same sex. No matter how innocent it may seem, there's always danger when members of the opposite sex become emotionally entangled outside the bonds of marriage. 
 
4. Be CONSISTENT
 
The final aspect of accountability is consistency, or maintaining a regular schedule with your accountability partner. It does little good to be accountable to someone who you only see every few weeks. Not only does that make it easier for your sin list to grow, it also makes it easier to hide your failures. 
Structure can help you in your accountability as you follow a routine that gives little room for temptation. Surround yourself with people who will encourage you to adhere to God's standards rather than to the world's standards. You will find it much more difficult to sin in the presence of other Christians you respect.
