Dear Teacher,

It is our pleasure to invite you to join us in INSPIRE, a UNC-CH program designed to improve science education in North Carolina and strengthen connections between UNC students and elementary, middle, and high schools. INSPIRE is designed to partner undergraduate students with science teachers in the community. Our mission is to place students in schools where they will serve as assistants in teaching science. The service-learning project can play a valuable role in helping science programs by providing resources, assistance, and enthusiastic support. University students benefit by having opportunities to share their knowledge, mentor younger students, and give back to the educational community. It is our hope that the program will also encourage both pre-college and UNC students to consider careers in science and teaching.

Goals:

· To inspire younger generations to pursue science

· To share cutting-edge developments in science with younger students

· To perform community service

· To encourage undergraduate students to become primary and secondary school teachers

· To help provide a diversified curriculum for students

Student Requirements:

· Go to the school for 2-3 hours a week, at least 10 weeks a semester

· Become active and involved in the classroom

· Attend monthly meetings at UNC

· Submit a weekly journal for us to keep track of their progress

INSPIRE History:


INSPIRE began in Fall 2002 when the first INSPIRE undergraduates were placed in classrooms around the Triangle and worked to improve science education. These students worked with their younger counterparts and brought new ideas and excitement into the classroom including classes about DNA and other scientific phenomena. We encouraged our undergraduates to go into the science classrooms with their own ideas of science and express them to the students as creatively as possible.

The initial interest for the program was phenomenal. We had an overwhelming amount of students (700+) who wanted to become involved. Although we also had a large number of teachers who wanted to integrate these undergraduates into their classrooms, we were simply unable to place all of the students. In both Fall 2002 and Fall 2003, we had 35 undergraduates working with 25 teachers.
How you can become involved with INSPIRE:


INSPIRE will partner full-time UNC-CH undergraduate students with an interest in science with area teachers.


Undergraduates who wish to become involved with INSPIRE will do so strictly on a volunteer basis. For 10 weeks a semester, each student will go to a school to assist with science instruction and will share experiences and become active in the classroom. They will develop their science curriculum in collaboration with the partnering teacher from the local school.


We want to emphasize that we do not want our students to tutor individual students. We intend for them to become teaching assistants and become active in the classroom. The students may have little or no experience with teaching, but we will equip them with resources so that they can integrate themselves into the classroom environment.

If you would like to sign up for student volunteers, please contact INSPIRE at inspireatunc@yahoo.com. Please feel free to ask any questions that you may have about INSPIRE. You may access our website at http://www.unc.edu/inspire.

In order to match students to teachers we need a bit of information from you:


1. Name:

2. School Address:

3. School Phone Number:

4. Home Phone Number (optional):

5. What grades/ subjects do you teach?

6. We may need to place more than one volunteer with a single teacher-would you be willing to have 2-3 students come to your class on different days?

7. Please note times below to indicate when you might want a student volunteer:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

We thank you for your time. We hope that you will be able to work with us to reach the full potential of INSPIRE. With your help, we can reach into the younger generation and amaze them with the wonders of scientific discovery and the possibility of a career in science.

Respectfully,

INSPIRE Coordinators

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
