








Above, from top to bottom, fall colors begin to show on a
perfect Carolina blue October morning; students enjoy new
gathering spaces to study and relax in the FedEx Global
Education Center; and UNC student Kat Hogue teaches
video camera techniques to a group of Fudan University
volunteers in preparation for their coverage of the 2007 Special

Olympics World Games in China.
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With that goal in mind, we also have convened a new Global
Leadership Circle, a task force of visionary alumni and friends,

to help us develop a strategic vision for global engagement.

CAROLINA NORTH PLANNING ADVANCES

Carolina North, our planned satellite campus north of main
campus, will be critical to our ability to help bolster North
Carolina’s economy. In September, the Board of Trustees
approved our plan, clearing the way to start the submission
process to the Town of Chapel Hill. We have identified our
first building — an Innovation Center, where fledgling com-
panies, using intellectual capital drawn from faculty research,
can take their first steps toward full viability through a part-
nership with a private developer. Our plan reflects months of
community feedback. It calls for developing 250 acres over
the next so years, leaving the forest and wetlands of the nearly

1,000-acre tract almost entirely undisturbed.

SteEPPING DOowN, BuT NOoT LEAVING CAROLINA

During the State of the University speech in September, I
announced my decision to step down as chancellor on June 30,
2008, the end of the fiscal year. This timing gives the Board of
Trustees the opportunity to complete a search for my succes-
sor. (For details, see www.unc.edu/chan/search/.) This is not

a retirement. After a research leave, I will return to hold the
most exalted title this University can confer: professor. The
state of the University is excellent, and the time is right for
change. Susan and I have come to love Carolina with every
fiber of our being. We understand the strong pull that Chapel
Hill has on the hearts of students and their families that lasts

a lifetime. My focus this academic year is on working hard to

keep UNC’s momentum strong.

With best holiday wishes,






