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The following policy recommendations are based upon data collected from respondents of the Residence Hall Association Smoking Survey and the motion made and approved by the RHA Governing Board.  The survey was conducted online and publicized through email and flyers to every resident during the month of October.  Of 7238 total residents, we received 2377 responses, yielding a ~33% response rate.  Based upon an unbiased method of publicizing the survey to residents and sound survey methodology, we believe that this group of respondents is indicative of the entire population of residents.

The Governing Board has based its decision upon survey results, constituents’ demand, and the nature of their respective residence halls.  While each community operates under different conditions, the Governing Board has found this policy recommendation to be the most accommodating for all residents regardless of community or smoking behavior.

Therefore, RHA recommends the following to the Department of Housing and Residential Education:

1. Smoking should be prohibited in all residence halls throughout campus.  This includes student rooms, hallways, lounges, study rooms, and other indoor areas.
2. Smoking should be prohibited on balconies, breezeways, and open connectors so that smoking will only be allowed outside of the structures themselves.

3. Smokers’ needs should be accommodated so as to provide a home-like atmosphere for all residents regardless of smoking preference.

The following section outlines the survey data and rationale for each policy recommendation:

RHA’s Policy Recommendation:

1.  Smoking should be prohibited in all residence halls throughout campus.  This includes halls that currently allow smoking in and out of rooms:
Survey Data:
“Smoking should _ be allowed in residence hall rooms.”

	Response
	Number of Residents
	Percentage

	Always
	56
	2.3%

	Usually
	79
	3.3%

	Sometimes
	290
	12.2%

	Seldom
	330
	13.9%

	Never
	1618
	68.2%


“Are there any rooms on campus where you think smoking should always be allowed?”

	Response
	Number of Residents
	Percentage

	All rooms
	31
	1.3%

	Most rooms
	45
	1.9%

	Some rooms
	333
	14.1%

	Few rooms
	734
	31.1%

	No rooms
	1212
	51.5%


Rationale:
Both of the above survey questions yielded data that strongly favors the prohibition of smoking in all residence halls.  The majority of residents who responded to the survey (68.2%) agree that smoking should never be allowed in residence hall rooms.  Additionally, most residents (51.5%) also feel that there are no rooms on campus where smoking should always be allowed.

The combination of these two results means that students feel not only that smoking should not be allowed in halls, but that there should be no halls reserved to allow smoking.  The conclusion from these two questions is that the majority of residents feel that smoking should be prohibited in all residence halls.

RHA’s Policy Recommendation:

2.  Smoking should be prohibited on balconies, breezeways, and open connectors so that it is only allowed outside of the structures themselves.

Survey Data:

“Do you think smoking should be allowed on balconies, breezeways, or open connectors?”

	Response
	Number of Residents
	Percentage

	Always
	378
	15.9%

	Usually
	484
	20.4%

	Sometimes
	436
	18.4%

	Seldom
	321
	13.5%

	Never
	752
	31.7%


“Do you think that smokers should be made to smoke a certain distance from residence hall entrances?”

	Response
	Number of Residents
	Percentage

	Always
	1059
	44.7%

	Usually
	409
	17.3%

	Sometimes
	408
	17.2%

	Seldom
	211
	8.9%

	Never
	283
	11.9%


Rationale:

The largest group of respondents to this question feels that smoking should never be allowed on balconies, breezeways, or open connectors.  Governors felt that this largest group must be accommodated so that they do not experience close proximity to smoke.  44.7% of respondents also agree that students should maintain a certain distance from residence halls when smoking, which would preclude smoking on balconies, breezeways, or open connectors.

This data also reveals that the group of students inclined to limit smoking in these areas (those who responded “never” or “seldom”) is larger (45.2%) than the group inclined towards not limiting smoking (those who responded “always” or “usually”, which is 36.3%).  This data provides a stronger case for the prohibition of smoking in these areas, as most students are of the opinion that smoking should at least be limited on balconies, breezeways, and open connectors.


RHA’s Policy Recommendation:

3.  
Smokers’ needs should be accommodated so as to provide a home-like atmosphere for all residents regardless of smoking preference.
Rationale:

The Residence Hall Association agrees with the Department of Housing and Residential Education and its policy statement:
 “We are committed to providing an environment conducive to the educational, psychological, and social development of our residents. We strive to build a community that balances respect for the individual as well as the rights and interests of the whole community.”

As representative organization, the Residence Hall Association works to satisfy the demands of all residents.  We would be remiss if we disregarded the needs of ~10% of our constituents.  The full profile of residents’ smoking behavior is outlined in the demographics section.
Therefore, the Residence Hall Association suggests the institution of a task force within the Department of Housing and Residential Education committed to providing residents with smoking options outside our halls.

Conclusion:
These policy recommendations have been created by the student Residence Hall Association to be presented to the Department of Housing and Residential Education.  These findings reflect the opinions of student residents and their representatives.  Our policy recommendations are in no way policies in themselves, but only intended as input for the policies created by the Department of Housing and Residential Education.

The survey operated under the following demographics:

	Response
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage

	Non-Smokers
	2087
	88%

	Smokers
	239
	10%

	No Preference
	46
	2%


	Hall
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage of Occupancy

	Alexander
	45
	46.9

	Avery
	63
	28.8

	Aycock
	41
	41.8

	Carmichael
	129
	27.6

	Cobb
	137
	36.1

	Connor
	53
	31.2

	Craige
	188
	30.7

	Craige North
	49
	21.6

	Ehringhaus
	207
	34.8

	Ehringhaus South
	81
	31.0

	Everett
	36
	37.9

	Graham
	30
	33.0

	Grimes
	18
	21.7

	Hinton James
	302
	31.5

	Hinton James North
	107
	39.5

	Joyner
	49
	32.0

	Lewis
	29
	30.9

	Mangum
	23
	25.3

	Manly
	39
	44.3

	Morrison
	303
	31.2

	Morrison South
	65
	34.8

	Old East
	25
	38.5

	Old West
	13
	19.7

	Parker
	74
	45.4

	Ruffin
	35
	39.3

	Spencer
	53
	36.3

	Stacy
	21
	23.6

	Teague
	57
	35.2

	Whitehead
	16
	21.6

	Winston
	53
	29.8
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