Report of Odum Village Smoking Survey Data
Survey conducted by UNC Residence Hall Association

Data compiled by Meghan Gentile

We had 30 respondents to the survey, which ran from Friday, December 5, 2003 to Friday, December 12, 2003.  The smaller response rate as compared to the first survey is probably due to the different lifestyles of Odum Village residents (all respondents were graduate students) and a lack of incentive for responding.
Although the survey results yielded a similar sentiment as the first survey we sent out, I noticed some interesting changes.  The profiles of smoking habits were different.  In our first survey, 10% of respondents were smokers, whereas in the Odum Village survey, 17% or respondents claimed to be smokers.
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Outside of demographics, the data shows that Odum Village residents demonstrated an overwhelming preference that smoking never be allowed in apartments.
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The 72% majority that smoking never be allowed in apartments is even more unilateral than the 69% majority in our first survey, despite the higher rate of smokers responding to the Odum Village survey.  Evidently, Odum Village residents have a stronger preference that smoking not be allowed in their residences.


In terms of more common areas, like hallways and porches, Odum Village respondents showed a strong preference that smoking never be allowed in these areas.  Incidentally, the answers to this question had higher correlation with smoking habits than the question of allowing smoking in apartments.  All respondents who admitted smoking stated that smoking should usually be allowed in hallways and porches.
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Odum Village respondents also showed strong preference that smokers be made to smoke a certain distance from apartment buildings.  These results also correlated with smoking preference, but the vast majority of respondents demonstrated that smoking take place a certain distance from buildings.  Even smokers tended toward the same idea, although their responses were not as strong as those of nonsmokers.
In relation to our first survey, this data demonstrates the same sentiment, but with stronger tendency towards smoking always being a certain distance from buildings.
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The Odum Village survey also contained correlations that were nonexistent in our previous survey.  Because of the presence of children in Odum Village, it was interesting to relate health and safety concerns to the occupancy of children in each apartment.  The graph below shows smoking habits in relation to the presence of children.  It is interesting to note that all respondents who claim to smoke also have children living with them.
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The distribution of preferences whether smoking should be allowed in apartments shows that the only respondents who believed that smoking should always or sometimes be allowed in apartments had children living with them.  The “never” response, however, shows that the majority of those who wish that smoking not be allowed live with children as well.  Respondents without children all agreed with the majority of those with children, and the only respondents who tended toward allowing smoking were those with children, although they held minority opinion.
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The data in terms of health concerns reveals a similar relationship between the presence of children and smoking preference.  Probably the most relevant question to relate these two variables is “How strongly does the idea of health concerns related to second hand smoke relate to your apartment experience?”
The data for this question demonstrates that respondents with children were the only ones who tended toward being less concerned about second hand smoke.  Like the previous question, it also demonstrates that all respondents without children agree with the majority opinion of the respondents with children, and the only respondents who held opinions outside of this majority live with children.
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Conclusion:

Odum Village respondents seem to share similar opinions as the 
respondents to our first survey, but to a stronger extent.  Odum Village residents have a stronger preference that smoking not be allowed in their residences, as well as that smoking take place a certain distance from buildings despite the fact that there is a higher rate of smokers in Odum Village.  It seems that there can be a policy designed to fit the preferences of both Odum Village residents, and other on campus residents, since preferences of both groups tend to agree.
Although the responses in relation to child occupancy show an unexpected relationship, it is probably not significant enough to effect policy for all residences on campus, nor does this relationship apply to any of our other residents.
