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Readings: “The Difference a Global Educator Can Make,” Merry M. Merryfield. Educational Leadership, October 2002.
“Wanted: Global Citizens,” Marcelo M. Suarez-Orozco and Carolyn Sattin. Educational Leadership, April 2007.

1. Suérez-Orozco and Sattin stress that globalization is driving the need to be more culturally aware, and that cultural
awareness is absolutely necessary for the work our students will perform as adults. Why is this so? Do you agree?

2. To adequately teach world cultures in the classroom, teachers and students should challenge generalizations and
examine the complexity of issues, according to Merryfield. Merryfield contends that “global educators” address
stereotypes and misperceptions, accept multiple points of view, and teach about injustices throughout history in their
instruction. Based on this, do you consider yourself a “global educator”? What tactics proposed by Merryfield would
you like to implement in your classroom or school, or which are you already employing?

(over)



3. Based on the recommendations of Suarez-Orozco and Sattin of the skills necessary for preparing students to
collaborate in a global era, what other characteristics would you add to Merryfield’s list of instructional strategies for
global educators?

4. What has been the greatest influence over instructional decisions in your classroom and in your school: tests
(EOGS/EQCS), current events (either national or local), budget, your own personal interests and strengths, or is it
something else?

5. Today’s challenge is to learn how to collaborate, not compete, to solve the borderless global problems of the 21st
Century (Suarez-Orozco and Sattin, page 2). Do you agree? What changes must we make in curriculum, pedagogy,
and school administration to answer this challenge? What changes do you plan to make in your school or classroom?




