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1. How could you use this kit in the classroom?

· Create a musical presentation about Ecuador using the instruments found in the kit

· Compare the newspaper in the kit with the Charlotte Observer or other paper

· Comparisons to English or another culture’s texts, clothing, toys, etc.
· Show comparisons with pop culture

· Drawing Conclusions- Prior Learning Activity
· Students should discuss how they think the items are made and what resources are used

· Allow students to try on the clothing

· Have students act out a skit using the items- for example using the bullfighter items; discuss the cultural significance

· Discuss food differences; compare and contrast between cultures

· Research the importance and relevance of holidays/traditions – for example fiestas; compare and contrast with US parties and parades

· Compare and contrast alphabets- write name in other culture’s alphabet

· Compare and contrast geography and ecology

· Analyze distance from city to city

· Research the symbolism of colors used in clothing or handicrafts- for example color of monks’ robes

· Compare sports

· Analyze how cultures view cast off articles- for example making art from recycled trash

· Analyze the carbon footprint of a citizen in each culture 
2. What questions could you ask to facilitate student learning?

· Find out if anyone is already familiar with any of the objects

· Ask why or how they think the items are used

· What can you infer about the climate of this country from the clothing, sandals, shawls, doll’s clothing?

· Where would you get natural dyes to color the yarn used to weave belts, shawls, etc. found in the kit?

· What can we infer from the kit about what the country’s likely imports and exports may be?

· What are the items used for?

· Who would own these things?

· How were these objects made?

· What in our culture is this item similar to?

· Show items and ask students what they think the items are and then tell them

· Mystery box- ask students to pull out an item without telling them what it is or where it is from, have them brainstorm possibilities and then discuss 

· What are the perceptions of beauty depending on your culture? How have these perceptions changed over time? Why?

· What do the colors mean or symbolize in the flags?

· What similarities between cultures/countries do you see?

· What differences between cultures/countries do you see?

3. How could this resource be improved?

· Compare and contrast South and North Korea with a kit

· Include children’s game items 

· Add flags, maps that are region specific and samples of written language

· Put a picture of each item with its description on one piece of paper for easy reference

· Include videos and audio tapes about each country

· Include games and toys

· Include information and photos about schools in the country

· Include lesson plans and have each consecutive teacher or school add their ideas to the plans or overviews to build a library of ideas

