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Readings: “Wanted: Global Citizens,” Marcelo M. Suarez-Orozco and Carolyn Sattin. Educational Leadership, April 2007.
“The Cognitive Age,” David Brooks. The New York Times, May 2, 2008.

1. Both articles make the point that the greatest challenge of globalization is reconfiguring our
learning. What skills in particular do the authors assert our students need to succeed in the twenty-
first century? Why are these skills needed?

2. Suarez-Orozco and Sattin write that we must “nurture students who are curious, can tolerate
ambiguity, and can synthesize knowledge within and across disciplines” (page 4). How would these
qualities help to prepare students for a globalized world?

(OVER)



3. Both articles emphasize that critical thinking and cultural awareness are absolutely necessary for
the work our students will take on as adults. How do you encourage these skills in your classroom
now? What would you need to better develop these qualities in your students?

4. What changes must we make in curriculum, pedagogy, and school administration to answer the
challenges described in both articles? What changes do you plan to make in your school or
classroom?
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