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“Traveling throughout Asia showed me that if 
North Carolina –and America as a whole—if 
we don’t wake up and get more of our own 
people better educated, we are going to be a 
second-rate power in America and here in 
North Carolina before we know it.  I’m not 
talking about in 50 years.  I’m talking about in 
my lifetime.  I’m talking about in your 
lifetime.”  

UNC President Erskine Bowles
(University Day at UNC at Chapel Hill; October 12, 2006)



“Ours is a world of 24-hour news cycles, 
global markets, and high-speed Internet.  
We need to look no further than our 
morning paper to see that our future, and 
the future of our students, is inextricably 
linked to the complex challenges of the 
global community.  And for our students 
to be prepared to take their place in that 
world and rise to those challenges, they 
must first understand it.”  

US Secretary of Education (2003)



“The forces for change 
facing the world could be so 
far-reaching, complex, and 
interactive that they call for 
nothing less than the 
reeducation of humankind.”

Paul Kennedy
Preparing for the Twenty-First Century (1992)



“Human history becomes 
more and more a race 
between education and 
catastrophe.”

H.G. Wells (1951)
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