In the first unit of the semester, we discussed the “business” of science; we explored the major journals of the field, Science and Nature, and created two of the most common forms of scientific publications – annotated bibliographies that review the scholarship and literature reviews that identify research gaps to be filled by a funded proposal that you designed.  In the second unit, we focused our attention on “business” proper, and we examined the foundational documents of the professional world – a résumé and cover letter that prepare you for a job interview.  Now, we will focus on the “business” of the university.  We will analyze the “business” of a liberal arts university, typically grounded in humanistic inquiry, as opposed to a research university or a technical school.  What is the purpose of a liberal arts education?  What kind of a value do we as a society place upon higher education?  How do we determine that value?  How do we weigh the costs of higher education with the value of a college education?
In the first part of this unit, we will read widely from a variety of popular and scholarly sources.  We’ll cover five major themes in this unit: admissions policies and politics (“who goes to college?”), theories of liberal arts and professional education (“what do they study?”), costs of higher education (“who pays what?”), public and private universities (“where do they study?”), and the intersections of the private sector and higher education (“what is the ‘business’ of university?”).  These topics are designed to get you started; you should feel free to use or not use in your own work any of the articles that we’ll discuss in class.  

The goal of this unit is for you to synthesize the work you’ve done throughout the semester from both an analytical and communicative standpoint.  That is, you’ll continue to critique the idea and practice of the university as it intersects with the marketplace, and you’ll employ the same strategies that we’ve used throughout the semester—initially broad research, organization of sources and ideas, presentation of a coherent argument. 
Feeder 1: Brainstorming
Research papers and presentations aren’t born overnight.  Well, the good ones aren’t, at any rate.  There are a number of different organizational techniques to use as you prepare to write a paper, and we’ll use two of them in this unit.  In the first feeder, you’ll identify 2-3 topics that interest you.  Write 1 or 2 paragraphs describing the topic and listing possible sources for each idea.  What are the major issues at stake?  What will you argue?  Where will you find resources?  What interests you about the topic?  After you get your ideas on paper and share them with your classmates and with me, you should have a sense of the most promising topic.

Length: 1-2 pages
Due: March 28

Feeder 2: Outlining
Part of my goal for this class is to give you the tools that you need to organize your writing before you sit down to write.  If you sit down to write a paper with an outline or a sense of where you’re going, you’ll have an easier time of it than if you stare at the screen and blinking cursor waiting for inspiration.  The goal of this assignment is for you to organize your notes and sources from feeder 1 into an outline that will put you in a good position to write your Unit 2 research paper.  Research papers require a great deal of preparation: gathering sources, analyzing information, organizing your main points, and articulating your ideas in a polished product.

In this feeder, you will draft a one-page outline of your paper.  You will clearly identify the parts of the paper (introduction, main points, and conclusions), as well as the sources and primary statistics or quotations that you’ll use.  You don’t need to use Roman numerals, but you do need to provide a clear overview of your paper.  The more detailed you make your outline, the easier you’ll find it to transition into the paper.


Length: 1 page


Due: April 4
Unit Project
Your brainstorm has given you a chance to determine your most promising line of inquiry and identify credible, academic sources that will enhance your own work.  Your outline has given you a sense of how your arguments and evidence are coming together.  Putting those two elements together, create a piece of original research in which you synthesize an aspect of one of the current debates over higher education.  You will also provide your own analysis of the problem and proposed solutions.  

In this project, the culmination of our semester, you will write a research paper of 4-5 pages in which you explore a research question that pertains to your field.  You will need a minimum of 6 sources in your paper (4 of them must be scholarly). Your paper will demonstrate the same skills that you demonstrated in the earlier units: thorough research, engagement with sources, compelling analysis of said sources, and clear, audience-specific explication of a complex issue.
Because we’re such a small class, I’d like to do this project a bit differently than I have in the past.  In graduate courses, it’s typical for every student to read every other student’s work.  Sharing your work with your peers generates conversation and helps you to expand your ideas as you defend them before a group.  As such, you’ll also have a chance to work on some of the weaknesses that you identified in your interviews (confidence, gestures, conversational fillers).  Half of the class will submit papers to me on the 23, and the other half will go on the 25.  You’ll present your work on the day you hand in your paper.  To ensure that your classmates have a chance to read your paper, post it to BB 24 hours before you’re scheduled to submit.  Your presentation doesn’t have to be anything formal—it’s a chance for us to talk about issues that affect all of us here at UNC and a chance for you to hone your oral communication skills.  Be prepared to review and take questions about your ideas, your writing, and your writing process.
Length: 4-5 pages (not including the works cited)

Due: April 23-25
