English 102: Introduction to the Discourse of Academic Communities
Section 102 (3 credits) • TuTh 8-9:15, Bingham 306
Allison Bigelow • abigelow@email.unc.edu • Greenlaw 307
Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:30-1:30 & by appointment
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English 102 is designed as a continuation of English 101.  Specifically, we will examine and participate in scientific, professional, and humanities discourse(s), representing three of the major divisions in academe.  Our focus this semester will be on “business,” in as far as “business” is defined as the structures and principles that govern a group of people and the written communications that connect them.  What is the “business” of science?  What is the “business” of a traditional liberal arts education that is grounded in humanistic inquiry?  Where does “business” as a profession intersect with the academic disciplines of science and the humanities?  Can we talk about “science” or “the humanities” as unified “enterprises”?  These are a few of the questions that we will address through our writing and our feedback this semester.
You will write often and widely in our units on science, business, and the humanities.  There are 9 total assignments in this class – 3 unit projects and 6 feeders, or smaller pieces designed to lay the groundwork for the unit projects.  By writing in and across the disciplines, I hope to foster discussion about the types of knowledge embedded in our fields and the ways in which these epistemes might speak to the vexed intersection of academic and professional circles.  We will build our ideas from general topics to specific research questions that, as well-articulated, cogent arguments, fill a gap in the current scholarship.  Perhaps most importantly, we will do so as a group by giving each other the type of meaningful feedback that helps us to improve as writers and participants in academic communications.
Course Policies:

1.  Attendance.  Much like in a foreign language classroom, attendance is mandatory.  You are learning a new language – that of academic discourse.  In class, we will be actively engaged in discussions, group work, and, perhaps most importantly, draft workshops.
● You will be marked absent if you fail to bring a draft of your paper on draft workshop day.
● You are allowed to miss 2 classes over the course of the semester.  Subsequent absences will result in a loss of 1/3 of a letter grade (i.e., A to A- on the 4th absence, A- to B+ on the 5th absence, B+ to B on the 6th absence, etc.)


● You will fail the class is you miss more than 6 classes this semester.

● You will be marked absent if you miss a conference.


If you know you will be absent, please let me know beforehand and make arrangements to hand in that day’s assignments.  Please note that I don’t check my email after 9 p.m. and I won’t accept email submissions due to format issues.
2.  Participation.  Participation is 30% of your overall grade in this course.  There are 4 main parts of your grade:

● Feeders (20 points/feeder: small assignments that ask you to develop your research and organizational skills in preparation for the Unit Project.)

● Daily participation (10 points/week: actively involved in group work, asking challenging questions in class, helping your group members revise their feeders and Unit Projects)

● Journal (10 points/submission: free writing, responses to prompts from your classmates, and a vocabulary list.  Every two weeks or so, I will collect journals.  You should have 3 entries that reflect profoundly upon a topic, one that I select, one provided by a classmate, and one of your choice.  You should also have a running vocabulary list culled from your reading for this course, your other courses, and your free reading.)

3.  Conferences.  We will not have class the week of conferences, so I expect you to come to the conference prepared to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of your most recent piece, as well as your performance in and goals for this course.
4.  Format.  All written work should be in a standard font and size (i.e., Times New Roman 12 point).  Margins should be 1-1.25” at the most.  

5.  Draft Workshop.  If you do not bring a draft to draft workshop day, you will be marked absent.  Also, you must print from BB the workshop sheet that corresponds to the assignment (or bring your laptop to edit using the Track Changes feature).
6.  Submitting Assignments.  Include all drafts and workshop handouts when you hand in your feeders and Unit Projects.  Essentially, I want to see the thought process that developed as you wrote the paper or prepared the presentation.

7.  Plagiarism.  Plagiarism undermines the very value that a college education represents – respect for individual ideas, creativity, innovation, and analysis.  Don’t do it.  I will report you to the Honor Court and nothing good will come of it.  In class, we will discuss plagiarism, the importance of citation in academic life, and proper citation styles for each of the disciplines that we will study.  You will subsequently be held accountable for upholding UNC’s standards of academic integrity.  Please consult the Student Guide to English 102 for more information and for the Department of English’s stance on plagiarism.

8.  Grading.  The grading breakdown is:


Participation: 40% (group work, journals, participation, feeders, workshops)


Unit Projects: 60% (20% each)


In general, an “A” indicates that your ideas are compelling and they are expressed in clear and elegant prose that adheres to the values expressed by the discipline in which we are working at the time (i.e., science, business, or the humanities).  A “B” represents compelling ideas that are difficult to understand because of mechanical issues, or ideas that have not been completely thought through but are clearly expressed.  A “C” indicates an average complexity of ideas and enough mechanical errors that your audience would have trouble understanding your argument.  A “D” means that your ideas have not been thought out and that they are expressed in prose replete with mechanical problems.  An “F” indicates an incomplete or plagiarized paper.
Required Texts:

Lunsford, Andrea A., The St. Martin’s Handbook
Student Guide to English 100, 101, and 102
Required Materials:

Laptop (university requirement)

Old fashioned folder

College dictionary

UNC Resources:

1.  Moi.  I have office hours and I get lonely when no one comes to visit.  Please make an appointment to see me if you can’t make it to my office hours.
2.  BB.  It’s a great way to share drafts, ask each other questions, and see what other people are working on.  I will also post handouts required for class activities (i.e., Audience Analysis for Unit 1, Feeder 2).  Please print a copy for yourself before class.

3.  The Writing Center.  Where else will you find kind people who are passionate about language and writing *and* who are chomping at the bit to pay attention to you?  To make an appointment, visit www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb.
4.  The librarians.  The Reference Librarians are extremely knowledgeable and patient.  They will respond to email (send it from here: http://www.lib.unc.edu/ask_menu.html) and IM (UL screen name, undergradref; Davis, davisrefdesk).

Schedule of Assignments: (subject to change)
Unit 1: Scientific Discourse
Thursday, January 10: Introductions, writing diagnostic; Saleh et al. (2006), available:

http://www.academicleadership.org/emprical_research/The_Role_of_Higher_Education_in_America.shtml.  Bring laptop if you don’t want to print the article.
Tuesday, January 15: What is “Scientific Discourse”?; Annotated Bibliographies; Evaluating Sources; Bring laptop
Thursday, January 17: Scientific Citations and Evaluating Sources; Post draft of Feeder 1 to BB by 5 pm on Friday 
Tu, Jan. 22:; Library Day; meet in UL 124; Journals due
Th, Jan. 24: Literature Reviews and Research Questions (Campbell 2002); Writing Workshop; Feeder 1 due; Laptop optional for WW
Tu, Jan. 29: Draft Workshop: Feeder 2, Unit 1; Unpacking Lit Reviews: Guillén (2001); Laptop optional
Th, Jan. 31: Understanding Grant Proposals: UNC’s Burch Fellows; Feeder 2 due
Tu, Feb. 5: Organizational Cultures; Draft Workshop: Unit 1 Project
Th, Feb. 7: Introduction to Unit 2; Unit 1 Project Due
Unit 2: Business Discourse

Tu, Feb. 12: UNC Career Center Presentation: meet in UL 211; Journals due
Th, Feb. 14: Résumé Workshop
Tu, Feb. 19: Draft Workshop: Feeder 1, Unit 2; Rhetorical Constraints of Résumés and Cover Letters
Th, Feb. 21: No class, conferences. Feeder 1 due by 5 pm on BB
Tu, Feb. 26: Draft Workshop: Feeder 2, Unit 2; Cover Letters; Journals due
Th, Feb. 28: Interview Preparation; Feeder 2 due
Tu, Mar. 4: No Class, Unit 2 Interviews
Th, Mar. 6: No Class, Unit 2 Interviews
M, Mar. 11: No Class, Spring Break
W, Mar. 13: No Class, Spring Break
Unit 3: Humanities Discourse

Tu, Mar. 18: Introduction to Unit 3; Who Goes to College? Filtering Access Through Race, Class, and Gender (Lindholm 2007, Montgomery; Gossa & Alexander 2007, Katie) 
Th, Mar. 20: No Class, RefWorks Session with Pam Sessoms; Meet in Davis 246
Tu, Mar. 25: Draft Workshop: Feeder 1; Theories of Liberal Arts Education (Brint et al. 2005, Alex); Journals due
Th, Mar. 27: Liberal Arts and Applied Education (Montgomery & Powell 2006, Julianne; Weisman); Feeder 1 due
Tu, Apr. 1: Draft Workshop: Feeder 2; Debating Tuition (Bok 2003 (ch. 3), Brett; Mohn)
Th, Apr. 3: Tuition and the Mission of the University (Harris 2007, Faisal); Feeder 2 due
Tu, Apr. 8: Public and Private Universities (Williams 2006, Brandon; Glater, “Weighing the Costs”); Journals due
Th, Apr. 10: Cost, Value, and Profits in Higher Education (Morey 2004, Jesse; Glater, “New Twist”); Unit 3 Workshop: Planning and Feedback Session
Th, Apr. 15: No Class, conferences
Th, Apr. 17: Marketization and Globalization (St. George 2006, Andrew)
Tu, Apr. 22: Unit 3 Presentations; Journals due
Th, Apr. 24: Unit 3 Presentations & Course Conclusions (Palmer 2007)
