Rosa Perelmuter:
As 17th century creoles sought to articulate their own identities within political, economic, and cultural systems that depended upon the surpluses of forced labor by Amerindian and African people, they looked to a variety of sources—classical, Christian, and indigenous—to tenuously establish their own positions within their complex societies. Compare and contrast the strategies of creole self-fashioning in 4 of the 7 following writers: Bernardo de Balbuena, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora, William Byrd II, Cotton Mather, Edward Ward.

In 1979, Barbara Lewalski famously postulated a set of criteria shared among seventeenth-century English poets, forming what she reads as the conventions of Protestant poetics: a renewed and sustained focus on Biblical text, the Protestant paradigm of Christian life (paradox of Christ's purity and the sinner's lowliness), intense scrutiny of the soul, and analysis of an individual's spiritual condition. Edward Taylor, the subject of the final chapter, evidences the transatlantic nature of Puritan poetry, though Lewalski marks his use of Protestant convention as "distinct" from the poets writing in England; he speaks, she writes, "with a lisp," his poetry, unlike that of Donne and the others, "deliberately enacts failure, as a means to glorify God". In addition to being painted in terms fundamentally different from the other poets, Lewalski also marks Taylor as the end of a literary era: "After Taylor Protestant poetics was radically undermined by an attenuation of faith in dogmatic Christianity and in its sacred Book." Given the ways in which Taylor proves the exception to Lewalski's argument, it might be more promising to put Taylor and the Protestant poets in a multilingual and comparative hemispheric perspective. Use four of the following authors to support your argument for a new way of contextualizing sixteenth- and seventeenth-century poets: Andrew Marvell, John Donne, George Hebert, John Milton, Edward Taylor, Anne Bradstreet, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Violante do Céu.

Philip Gura:
Nearly ten years ago, Jim Egan questioned how the rhetoric and category of "experience" came to play a foundational role in early American literary scholarship, particularly because, as he argues, experiential knowledge paled in comparison to the authority of classical or religious sources in the seventeenth century. This methodology--analyzing a trope in its historical moment and in our own work--has been promisingly studied more recently by Lisa Voight's (2005) work on mixture in Pero Vaz de Caminha and multilingual, nominally comparative anthologies. Along those lines, discuss how the rhetoric of American exceptionalism figures in the writings of early hemispheric writers as well as the 20th-21st century scholars who study them. Use five of the following to inform your response: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Aphra Behn, Cotton Mather, Perry Miller, David Noble, Ralph Bauer.

Given the influx of recent scholarship that seeks to put natural history and nature writing at the center of American history and writing (i.e., Parrish 2006; Cañizares Esguerra 2006; Tobin 2005), analyze the ways in which natural histories and nature writing are used to organize and at times justify the early republics of the Americas. Use 4 of the 7 writers: Giovanni Antonio Andreoni, James Grainger, J. Hector St. John de Crevecoèur, Thomas Jefferson, William Bartram, Andrés Bello, José María Heredia.

Tim Marr:
The conventions of U.S. slave narratives have been mapped in great detail by a number of leading scholars in American literature (i.e., Davis and Gates, Jr., 1985). While transatlantic and Caribbean slave narratives share some of these conventions--namely, frontispiece portraits, claims of authenticity ("Written by herself"), documents from white supporters testifying to the authenticity of the text--they depart from the genre's characteristics in important ways with respect to language (hybrid polyphony vs. formal English), geography (transatlantic crossings vs. fear of being 'sent South'), and origin (royal parentage vs. the miscegenation of slavery). How might a comparative reading of inter-American slave narratives inform the way we approach 'slave narratives' such that we begin to think more broadly about early literatures of the black Atlantic? Use four of the following authors in your discussion: Frederick Douglass, Harriet Wilson, Harriet Ann Jacobs (Linda Brent), Oladuah Equiano, Mary Prince, Juan Manzano.

It can be said that the story of the Americas is one of immigration--willing or forced, for reasons economic, religious, political. Sixteenth-century writers like Pero de Magalhães Gandavo and Bartolomé de las Casas famously advocated the use of African slavery to replace decimated native populations in the sugar plantations and mines of the American mercantile economy, initiating a policy that would have disastrous and still-present consequences. Policies of and responses to this type of social engineering did not end with early modern thinkers, as late-eighteenth and early/mid-nineteenth century men and women of letters articulated their own nation-building strategies dependent upon immigration policies informed by hierarchical notions of race and ethnicity. Discuss the representations of and responses to a socially engineered American continent in four of the following authors: Benjamin Franklin, Phillis Wheatley, J. Hector St. John de Crèvecœur, Thomas Jefferson, Simón Bolívar, Domingo Sarmiento, Ralph Waldo Emerson, George Moses Horton.

Jessica Wolfe:
While we can point out the failings of almost every label applied to describe the encounter of Europeans and Amerindians on the American continent--"America", "New World," "discovery", "western hemisphere"--these terms nevertheless illustrate the particular expectations that accompanied early modern Europeans on their transatlantic voyages.  Drawing from four of the seven authors listed below, explore the ways in which Judeo-Christian and Classical traditions inform and complicate European representations and fantasies of America as paradise. You might focus your answer on one or two motifs in the contact and promotional literature of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, i.e., shipwreck, landscape, serpents. Possible authors: Christopher Columbus, Bartolomé de las Casas, Joseph de Anchieta, Gabriel Soares de Sousa, Alonso de Ercilla y Zúñiga, Walter Raleigh, John Milton.

Early modern colonists, and the apologists who wrote from the imperial metropolis, employ a variety of rhetorical techniques to authorize the conquest of the Americas. Sometimes their representations focused on the Amerindians, who were painted variously as state-of-nature idolaters waiting to receive the benefits of Christian conversion, poor husbands whose mismanagement prohibited them from fully exploiting their natural resources, and cruel consumers of human flesh whose ability to rule the land and each other was compromised by their barbaric practices and invasions of other tribes. Other times, the representations focused more on justifying one's imperial project against the abusive and excessive practices of another, such that English colonists defined themselves as more 'benevolent' and 'ethical' than Spanish predecessors, and Portuguese colonists framed the French Calvinists as intruders who took advantage of the Tamoio and Aimoré tribes. However, one of the most popular strategies, crossing the generic boundaries of imaginative literature and historical relation, was the invocation of the translatio studii or translatio imperii. Using four of the authors listed below, discuss the ways in which Europeans inscribe colonialist practices in near-mythological origins ("New Rome") and naturalize the conquista. Possible authors: Luis de Camões, Edmund Spenser, William Shakespeare, Richard Hakluyt, Ambrósio Fernandes Brandão, John Winthrop, Anne Bradstreet.

Mary Floyd-Wilson:
A number of recent publications have led to renewed critical interest in friendship theory, particularly as it bears upon issues of gender, politics, and homosocial relationships (i.e., Shannon 2002, Schweitzer 2006). However, the idea of friendship ("amizade", "amistad") is used curiously in scenes of exchange, typically before or after eruptions of violence, between European and Amerindians in accounts from New France, British America, Spanish America, and Portuguese America. Use four of the following authors to discuss the rhetoric of friendship when tied to unequal exchange: Michel de Montaigne, Francis Bacon, John Smith, Pedro Mártir de Anghiera, Samuel de Champlain, Francisco López de Gómara.

As Susan Scott Parrish's American Curiosities (2005) illustrates, the intersections of gender and natural history writing is a fruitful area of investigation that has long been ignored in early British-American scholarship; most studies that attend to gender and nature writing deal with 18th and 19th century travel writers and tend to focus on women's systematic exclusion from the scientific ranks (i.e., Edwards and DeWolfe 2001). However, if we examine gendered representations of nature, rather than texts written by women, then a wealth of sites of imaginative literatures and historical relations become available in the early moments of contact literature. Use four of the following authors to frame your discussion of European writers' gendered understandings of nature in the Americas: John Fletcher, William Shakespeare, Pero Vaz de Caminha, Thomas Harriot, José de Acosta, Gabriel Soares da Silva, Joseph de Anchieta.

